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Menachem Mautner is the Daniel Rubinstein Professor of Comparative Civil Law 

and Jurisprudence at the Tel Aviv University, Faculty of Law. He was Dean of the 

Faculty.  

Mautner received his LL.B., magna cum laude, and LL.M., summa cum laude, 

from Tel Aviv University, Faculty of Law. As a student at Tel Aviv University he 

received the Benny Goldstein Prize for Distinction in Studies; the Law Review Prize for 

Publication of the Most Promising Article by a Young Jurist; and the Pinhas Sapir Prize 

for the Best LL.M. Thesis of the year.  

Mautner obtained another LL.M. and a J.S.D. from Yale Law School. He received 

a Fulbright scholarship for his studies at Yale. While at Yale, he received the Myres S. 

McDougal Scholarship. Upon his return to Tel Aviv University he received the "Alon 

Scholarship" - a highly prestigious scholarship awarded each year to 10 young scholars 

from all universities in Israel that are expected to become exceptionally outstanding 

scholars.  

Mautner was twice visiting professor at Michigan Law School, teaching courses 

on contract law and commercial transactions; twice visiting professor at NYU Law 

School, teaching courses on contract law and law and culture (in 1996 he was among the 

first 20 legal scholars from all over the world appointed by NYU Law School to its 

Global Law School Program); visiting professor at Cardiff Law School; and visiting 

scholar at Harvard Law School.  

As a professor at Tel Aviv University Mautner initiated the Law Faculty's 

"Affirmative Action Program" that was later on adopted by all universities in Israel as 

part of their admissions programs. He also initiated the "Invitation to Law Program" for 

teaching law at elementary schools and high schools, particularly at poor communities.  
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As dean, Mautner led the most far-reaching curriculum change ever undertaken 

by the Faculty, as well as a fourfold expansion of the clinical program of the Faculty. In 

the course of Mautner's tenure as dean, 8 new members were appointed to the Faculty.   

Mautner was awarded the Tel Aviv University Rector's Prize for Distinction in 

Teaching and the "Zeltner Prize for Excellence in the Law".  

Mautner is the author of "The Decline of Formalism and the Rise of Values in 

Israeli Law" (1993) – the most cited book on the far-reaching developments that have 

taken place in Israeli law in the past three decades.  

Mautner is the author of "On Legal Education" (2002) – the book that paved the 

way to the change in the self-perception of Israel's legal academy from one functioning as 

part of the field of legal practice to an academy working in close interdisciplinary 

cooperation with other academic disciplines.  

He edited four legal books, including "Multiculturalism in a Democratic and 

Jewish State" and "Distributive Justice in Israel".  

Mautner published over 60 articles and chapters in books in Israel, the United 

States and Britain (including at the law reviews of Yale and Michigan universities) in the 

areas of contract law, law and culture and multiculturalism.  

His article "'The Eternal Triangles of the Law': Toward a Theory of Priorities in 

Conflicts Involving Remote Parties", 90 Michigan Law Review 95-154 (1991), 

substantially influenced the case-law and the scholarship in the area of conflicts over 

rights in assets in both Israel and the United States.  

His book "Law and Culture" (400 pages) is due in February 2008 (Bar Ilan 

University Press). His book "Law and Culture in Israel at the Threshold of the Twenty-

First Century" (600 pages) is due in April 2008 (Tel Aviv University Press and Am-Oved 

Publishing).   

In 2007 he was invited to deliver a lecture at the Israel Academy of Sciences and 

Humanities.  

Mautner was member of the Committee on the Preparation of Israel's New Civil 

Code (headed by Professor Ahron Barak, President of the Israeli Supreme Court). He 
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headed the Experts' Committee on Revision of Israel's Securities Law, Ministry of 

Justice. He was the Chairperson of the Public Commission on the Rights of Performing 

Artists, Ministry of Justice.   

In 2006 Mautner was elected by the Senate of Tel Aviv University to serve on the 

Search Committee for electing the new president of the university. At Tel Aviv 

University, Mautner also headed the Committee on the Establishment of a University 

Press; he is a member of the Disciplinary Tribunal of the Academic Staff; he was 

member of the Disciplinary Tribunal of Students; he was member of the Central 

Appointments Committee.  

 

www.un.org/law/avl 


