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Professor Dr. Andreas Zimmermann is Professor of International and European Law at 

the University of Potsdam, Germany and Director of the Potsdam Centre of Human 

Rights.  

 

He has studied law at the Eberhard-Karls-University of Tübingen (Germany), as well as 

at the Université de Droit Aix-Marseille III (France). He has earned a Dr. jur. from the 

University of Heidelberg summa cum laude, as well as an LL.M. from Harvard Law 

School and his Habilitation from the University of Heidelberg, which he has written 

while working as a research fellow at the Max-Planck-Institute in Heidelberg. 

 

Prior to joining Potsdam University he has been director of the Walther-Schücking-

Institute of International Law at the University of Kiel after having rejected various other 

offers including one from the Institut de Hautes Etudes Internationales in Geneva. 

 

He has been a member and legal adviser of the German delegation to the Preparatory 

Committee and the United Nations Diplomatic Conference on the Establishment of an 

International Criminal Court. He is member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration and 

has acted as counsel in several cases and advisory proceedings before the ICJ and the 

German Constritutional Court, as well as an amicus curiae before the ICTY. 

 

Prof. Zimmermann has also been judge ad hoc in cases before the European Court of 

Human Rights and is arbitrator under the annex to the Vienna Convention on the Law of 

Treaties. 

 

He is member of the advisory boards on UN issues and on public international law of the 

German Ministry of Foreign Affairs and, for the last years, has been responsible for the 

international law education of junior German diplomats. 
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He is inter alia co-editor of ‘The Statute of the International Court of Justice – A 

Commentary’ (Oxford University Press, 2006; 2nd ed. 2012) and editor of the “The 1951 

Convention on the Status of refugees and its 1967 Protocol - A Commentary (Oxford 

University Press, 2011). 


