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Annexes 143

Article 8

This Convention shall, until 30 October 1958, be open
for signature by all States Members of the United Nations
or of any of the specialized agencies, and by any other
State invited by the General Assembly of the United
Nations to become a party to the Convention.

Article 9

This Convention is subject to ratification. The instruments
of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations.

Article 10

This Convention shall be open for accession by any
States belonging to any of the categories mentioned in
article 8. The instruments-of accession shall be deposited
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 11

1. This Convention shall come into force on the thirtieth "
day following the date of deposit of the twenty-second
instrument of ratification or accession with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.
2. For each State ratifying or acceding to the Convention
after the deposit of the twenty-second instrument of
ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter into
force on the thirtieth day after deposit by such State of its
instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 12

1. At the time of signature, ratification or accession, any
State may make reservations to articles of the Convention
other than to articles 1 to 3 inclusive.
2. Any contracting State making a reservation in
accordance with the preceding paragraph may at any time
withdraw the reservation by a communication to that
effect addressed to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

Article 13

1. After the expiration of a period of five years from the
date on which this Convention shall enter into force, a
request for the revision of this Convention may be made
at any time by any contracting party by means of a
notification in writing addressed to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations.

2. The General Assembly of the United Nations shall
decide upon the steps, if any, to be taken in respect of such
request.

Article 14

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform
all States Members of the United Nations and the other
States referred to in article 8 :

(a) Of signatures to this Convention and of the deposit of
instruments of ratification or accession, in accordance
with articles 8, 9 and 10;

(b) Of the date on which this Convention will come into
force, in accordance with article 11 ;

(c) Of requests for revision in accordance with article 13 ;

(d) Of reservations to this Convention, in accordance with
article 12.

Article 15

The original of this Convention, of which the Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally
authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, who shall send certified copies thereof
to all States referred to in article 8.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned plenipotentiaries,
being duly authorized thereto by their respective govern-
ments, have signed this Convention.

DONE AT GENEVA, this twenty-ninth day of April one
thousand nine hundred and fifty-eight.
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Resolutions adopted by the Conference

NUCLEAR TESTS ON THE HIGH SEAS

Resolution adopted on the report of the Second Committee,
in connexion with article 2 of the Convention on the
High Seas

The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
Recalling that the Conference has been convened by the

General Assembly of the United Nations in accordance
with resolution 1105 (XI) of 21 February 1957,

Recognizing that there is a serious and genuine appre-
hension on the part of many States that nuclear explosions
constitute an infringement of the freedom of the seas,

Recognizing that the question of nuclear tests and
production is still under review by the General Assembly
under various resolutions on the subject and by the
Disarmament Commission, and is at present under constant
review and discussion by the governments concerned,

Decides to refer this matter to the General Assembly
of the United Nations for appropriate action.

10th plenary meeting
23 April 1958

II

POLLUTION OF THE HIGH SEAS BY RADIO-ACTIVE MATERIALS

Resolution adopted on the report of the Second Committee,
relating to article 25 of the Convention on the High
Seas

The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
Recognizing the need for international action in the field

of disposal of radio-active wastes in the sea,
Taking into account action which has been proposed by

various national and international bodies and studies which
have been published on the subject,

Noting that the International Commission on Radio-
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logical Protection has made recommendations regarding
the maximum permissible concentration of radio-isotopes
in the human body and the maximum permissible con-
centration in air and water,

Recommends that the International Atomic Energy
Agency, in consultation with existing groups and established
organs having acknowledged competence in the field of
radiological protection, should pursue whatever studies and
take whatever action is necessary to assist States in con-
trolling the discharge or release of radio-active materials to
the sea, in promulgating standards, and in drawing up
internationally acceptable regulations to prevent pollution
of the sea by radio-active materials in amounts which
would adversely affect man and his marine resources.

10th plenary meeting
23 April 1958

III

INTERNATIONAL FISHERY CONSERVATION CONVENTIONS

Resolution adopted on the report of the Third Committee
The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
Taking note of the opinion of the International Technical

Conference on the Conservation of the Living Resources
of the Sea, held in Rome in April/May 1955, as expressed
in paragraph 43 of its report,1 as to the efficacy of inter-
national conservation organizations in furthering the
conservation of the living resources of the sea,

Believing that such organizations are valuable instruments
for the co-ordination of scientific effort upon the problem
of fisheries and for the making of agreements upon con-
servation measures,

Recommends:
1. That States concerned should co-operate in establishing

the necessary conservation regime through the medium of
such organizations covering particular areas of the high
seas or species of living marine resources and conforming
in other respects with the recommendations contained in
the report of the International Technical Conference on
the Conservation of the Living Resources of the Sea;

2. That these organizations should be used so far as
practicable for the conduct of the negotiations between
States envisaged under articles 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the Con-
vention on Fishing and Conservation of the Living
Resources of the High Seas, for the resolution of any
disagreements and for the implementation of agreed
measures of conservation.

15th plenary meeting
25 April 1958

IV

CO-OPERATION IN CONSERVATION MEASURES

Resolution adopted on the report of the Third Committee

The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
Taking note of the opinion of the International Technical

Conference on the Conservation of the Living Resources
of the Sea, held in Rome in April/May 1955, as reported
in paragraphs 43 (a), 54 and others of its report,1 that any
effective conservation management system must have the
participation of all States engaged in substantial exploitation
of the stock or stocks of living marine organisms which
are the object of the conservation management system or
having a special interest in the conservation of that stock
or stocks,

United Nations publication, sales No: 1955.II.B.2.

Recommends to the coastal States that, in the cases
where a stock or stocks or fish or other living marine
resources inhabit both the fishing areas under their juris-
diction and areas of the adjacent high seas, they should
co-operate with such international conservation organiza-
tions as may be responsible for the development and
application of conservation measures in the adjacent high
seas, in the adoption and enforcement, as far as practicable,
of the necessary conservation measures on fishing areas
under their jurisdiction.

15th plenary meeting
25 April 1958

HUMANE KILLING OF MARINE LIFE

Resolution adopted on the report of the Third Committee

The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea
Requests States to prescribe, by all means available to

them, those methods for the capture and killing of marine
life, especially of whales and seals, which will spare them
suffering to the greatest extent possible.

15th plenary meeting
25 April 1958

VI

SPECIAL SITUATIONS RELATING TO COASTAL FISHERIES

Resolution adopted on the report of the Third Committee

The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
Having considered the situation of countries or territories

whose people are overwhelmingly dependent upon
coastal fisheries for their livelihood or economic develop-
ment.

Having considered also the situation of countries whose
coastal population depends primarily on coastal fisheries
for the animal protein of its diet and whose fishing
methods are mainly limited to local fishing from small
boats.

Recognizing that such situations call for exceptional
measures befitting particular needs,

Considering that, because of the limited scope and
exceptional nature of those situations, any measures adopted
to meet them would be complementary to provi-
sions incorporated in a universal system of international
law.

Believing that States should collaborate to secure just
treatment of such situations by regional agreements or by
other means of international co-operation,

Recommends :
1. That where, for the purpose of conservation, it becomes
necessary to limit the total catch of a stock or stocks of
fish in an area of the high seas adjacent to the territorial
sea of a coastal State, any other States fishing in that area
should collaborate with the coastal State to secure just
treatment of such situation, by establishing agreed measures
which shall recognize any preferential requirements of the
coastal State resulting from its dependence upon the fishery
concerned while having regard to the interests of the other
States;

2. That appropriate conciliation and arbitral procedures
shall be established for the settlement of any disagree-
ment.

16th plenary meeting
26 April 1958
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VII

REGIME OF HISTORIC WAIERS

Resolution adopted on the report of the First Committee

The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
Considering that the International Law Commission has

not provided for the regime of historic waters, including
historic bays,

Recognizing the importance of the juridical status of
such areas,

Decides to request the General Assembly of the United
Nations to arrange for the study of the juridical regime of
historic waters, including histoiic bays, and for the com-
munication of the results of such study to all States
Members of the United Nations.

20th plenary meeting
27 April 1958

VIII

CONVENING OF A SECOND UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE
ON THE LAW OF THE SEA

The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
Considering that, on the basis of the report prepared by

the International Law Commissio'n,1 it has approved agree-
ments and other instiuments on the regime applicable to
fishing and the conservation of the living resources of the
high seas, the exploration of the continental shelf and the
exploitation of its natural resources and other matters

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Eleventh Session,
Supplement No. 9.

pertaining to the general regime of the high seas and to
the free access of land-locked States to the sea,

Considering that it has not been possible to reach agree-
ment on the breadth of the territorial sea and some other
matters which were discussed in connexion with this
problem,

Recognizing that, although agreements have been reached
on the regime applicable to fishing and the conservation
of the living resources of the high seas, it has not been
possible, in those agreements, to settle certain aspects of a
number of inherently complex questions,

Recognizing the desirability of making further efforts
at an appropriate time to reach agreement on questions of
the international law of the sea, which have been left
unsettled,

Resolves to request the General Assembly of the United
Nations to study, at its thirteenth session, the advisability
of convening a second international conference of pleni-
potentiaries for further consideration of the questions left
unsettled by the present Conference.

21st plenary meeting
27 April 1958

IX

TRIBUTE TO THE INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION

The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
on the conclusion of its proceedings,

Resolves to pay a tribute of gratitude, respect and
admiration to the International Law Commission for its
excellent work in the matter of the codification and
development of international law, in the form of various
drafts and commentaries of great juridical value.

21st plenary meeting
27 April 1958
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Optional Protocol of Signature concerning the Compulsory Settlement of Disputes

The States parties to this Protocol and to any one or
more of the Conventions on the Law of the Sea adopted
by the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea
held at Geneva from 24 February to 27 April 1958,

Expressing their wish to resort, in all matters con-
cerning them in respect of any dispute arising out of the
interpretation or application of any article of any Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea of 29 April 1958, to the
compulsory jurisdiction of the International Court of
Justice, unless some other form of settlement is provided
in the Convention or has been agreed upon by the parties
within a reasonable period,

Have agreed as follows:

Article I

Disputes arising out of the interpretation or application
of any Convention on the Law of the Sea shall lie within
the compulsory jurisdiction of the International Court of
Justice, and may accordingly be brought before the Court
by an application made by any party to the dispute being
a party to this Protocol.

Article II

This undertaking relates to all the provisions of any
Convention on the Law of the Sea except, in the Convention
on Fishing and Conservation of the Living Resources of

the High Seas, articles 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, to which articles 9,
10, 11 and 12 of that Convention remain applicable.

Article III

The parties may agree, within a period of two months
after one party has notified its opinion to the other that a
dispute exists, to resort not to the International Court of
Justice but to an arbitral tribunal. After the expiry of the
said period, either party to this Protocol may bring the
dispute before the Court by an application.

Article IV

1. Within the same period of two months, the parties to
this Protocol may agree to adopt a conciliation procedure
before resorting to the International Court of Justice.
2. The conciliation commission shall make its recom-
mendations within five months after its appointment. If its
recommendations are not accepted by the parties to the
dispute within two months after they have been delivered,
either party may bring the dispute before the Court by an
application.

Article V

This Protocol shall remain open for signature by all
States who become parties to any Convention on the Law




