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RESOLUTION 2166 (XXI) OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
CONVENING THE CONFERENCE

International conference of plenipotentiaries on the law of treaties

The General Assembly,

Having considered chapter II of the report of the
International Law Commission on the work of its
eighteenth session, which contains final draft articles
and commentaries on the law of treaties,

Noting that the International Law Commission at
its first session in 1949 listed the law of treaties among
the topics of international law as being suitable for
codification, that at its thirteenth session in 1961 it
decided to prepare draft articles on the law of treaties
intended to serve as the basis for a convention, and
that at its fourteenth session in 1962 it included the law
of treaties in the revised programme for its future work,

Recalling that in its resolutions 1686 (XVI) of 18 De-
cember 1961, 1765 (XVII) of 20 November 1962, 1902
(XVIII) of 18 November 1963 and 2045 (XX) of
8 December 1965 it recommended that the International
Law Commission should continue the work of codifica-
tion and progressive development of the law of treaties,
taking into account the views expressed in the General
Assembly and the comments submitted by Governments,
in order that the law of treaties might be placed upon
the widest and most secure foundations, and that in its
resolution 2045 (XX) of 8 December 1965 it recommended
that a final draft on the law of treaties should be sub-
mitted to the Assembly by the Commission in its report
on the work of its eighteenth session,

Noting further that, at its seventeenth and eighteenth
sessions in 1965 and 1966, the International Law Com-
mission, in the light of the observations and comments
submitted by Governments and taking into account the
relevant resolutions and debates of the General Assembly,
revised the provisional draft articles on the law of treaties
prepared at its fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth sessions,
and that at its eighteenth session the Commission finally
adopted the draft articles,

Recalling that, as stated in paragraph 36 of the report
of the International Law Commission on the work of
its eighteenth session, the Commission decided to recom-
mend that the General Assembly should convene an
international conference of plenipotentiaries to study
the Commission's draft articles on the law of treaties
and to conclude a convention on the subject,

Mindful of Article 13, paragraph 1 a, of the Charter
of the United Nations, which provides that the General
Assembly shall initiate studies and make recommenda-
tions for the purpose of encouraging the progressive
development of international law and its codification,

Believing that the successful codification and pro-
gressive development of the rules of international law

governing the law of treaties would contribute to the
development of friendly relations and co-operation
among States, irrespective of their differing constitu-
tional and social systems, and would assist in promoting
and implementing the purposes and principles set forth
in Articles 1 and 2 of the Charter,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the International Law
Commission for its valuable work on the law of treaties
and to the Special Rapporteurs for their contribution
to this work;

2. Decides that an international conference of pleni-
potentiaries shall be convened to consider the law of
treaties and to embody the results of its work in an
international convention and such other instruments as
it may deem appropriate;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to convoke, at
Geneva or at any other suitable place for which he
receives an invitation before the twenty-second session
of the General Assembly, the first session of the con-
ference early in 1968 and the second session early in 1969;

4. Invites States Members of the United Nations, States
members of the specialized agencies, States Parties to
the Statute of the International Court of Justice and
States that the General Assembly decides specially to
invite, to participate in the conference;

5. Invites the States referred to in paragraph 4 above
to include as far as possible among their representatives
experts competent in the field to be considered;

6. Invites the specialized agencies and the interested
intergovernmental organizations to send observers to
the conference;

7. Refers to the conference the draft articles contained
in chapter II of the report of the International Law
Commission on the work of its eighteenth session as
the basic proposal for consideration by the conference;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to present to the
conference all relevant documentation and recom-
mendations relating to its method of work and pro-
cedures, and to arrange for the necessary staff and
facilities which will be required for the conference,
including such experts as may be necessary;

9. Invites Member States, the Secretary-General and
the Directors-General of those specialized agencies
which act as depositaries of treaties to submit, not later
than 1 July 1967, their written comments and observations
on the final draft articles concerning the law of treaties
prepared by the International Law Commission;



10. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate such session with a view to further discussion of the draft
comments so as to facilitate the discussion of the subject articles in order to facilitate the conclusion of a conven-
at the twenty-second session of the General Assembly; tion on the law of treaties at the conference of pleni-

potentiaries convened pursuant to the present resolution.

11. Decides to include an item entitled "Law of 1484th plenary meeting,
treaties " in the provisional agenda of its twenty-second 5 December 1966.
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