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3rd meeting —10 December 1973

3rd meeting
Monday, 10 December 1973, at 4 p.m.

President: Mr. H. S. AMERASINGHE (Sri Lanka).

Results of informal consultations

1. The PRESIDENT said that he had held further informal
consultations with the chairmen of the regional groups and the
representative of the United States concerning the number and
distribution of seats in the General Committee, the three Main
Committees and the Drafting Committee. It had been agreed
that the General Committee would consist of 48 seats distrib-
uted as follows: African group—12; Asian group—12; Latin
American group—9; Western European group—9; Eastern Eu-
ropean group—6. The seats would be filled by the President, 31
Vice-Presidents, 15 members drawn from the officers of the
three Main Committees, and the Rapporteur-General. Each
Main Committee would have a Chairman, three Vice-
Chairmen and a Rapporteur, each officer being drawn from a
different regional group. The 31 posts of Vice-President of the
General Committee would be distributed as follows: African
group—9; Asian group—8; Latin American group—5;
Western European group—6; Eastern European group—3.
The post of Rapporteur-General would be allocated to the
Latin American group. The Drafting Committee would have
23 seats distributed as follows: African group—6; Asian
group—6; Latin American group—4; Western European
group—5; Eastern European group—2.

2. The African, Asian, Latin American and Eastern Euro-
pean groups understood that any United States candidature

would be accommodated in the allocations to the Western
European group. The Chairman of the Drafting Committee
would have the right to participate in the meetings of the Gen-
eral Committee without the right to vote and the Rapporteur-
General would have the right to participate in meetings of the
Drafting Committee without the right to vote.
3. It had further been decided that the elections, which would
take place at the next meeting, should be by acclamation,
unless there were more candidates than seats.
4. If there was no objection, he would take it that the Confer-
ence adopted the arrangements he had set out.

// was so decided.
5. The PRESIDENT said that agreement had been reached
only with great difficulty and had been made possible by the
spirit of co-operation and understanding shown by all con-
cerned. He hoped that the Conference would be able to con-
clude the elections very quickly. Much work remained to be
done on the rules of procedure and it must be clearly under-
stood that organizational matters, which were the business of
the present session, could not be deferred until the Caracas
session. Thus, the Conference must complete its work by
Friday, 14 December. He appealed to the Conference to be
ready to begin consideration of the draft rules of procedure at
the next meeting, after the elections had been held.

The meeting rose at 4.10 p.m.
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