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102 Eighth Session—Documents

DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.39

Report of the Chairman of the Drafting Committee

[Original: English]
[15 June 1979]

1. At this session, the Drafting Committee held three
meetings. At its 15th informal meeting on 29 March 1979, the
Committee organized its work for the current session and
approved informal paper 3 containing recommendations on
the structure of the convention. The Committee also re-
quested that I communicate to the Chairman of the commit-
tees and of the negotiating groups the results of the discus-
sions to date in the Committee, particularly with respect to
the internal references in the convention.

2. During this session, the bulk of the work of the Com-
mittee has been carried out in the language groups. The
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish lan-
guage groups have been holding meetings frequently. The
co-ordinators of the language groups have also held a series
of consultations with each other.

3. The discussions of the language groups have centred
mainly on informal paper 2 and informal paper 2/Add.l,
which contains two preliminary lists of recurring words and
expressions. The language groups submitted at this session
and at the seventh session preliminary reports on the first list
of recurring words and expressions. A compilation of these
preliminary reports has been prepared by the Secretariat of
the Committee in informal paper 4. The French, English and
Spanish language groups have submitted preliminary reports
to the Drafting Committee on the second list of recurring
words and expressions. It is expected that the other language
groups will submit similar reports before the next session.

4. Informal paper 4 has formed at this session the basis of
the consultations amongst the co-ordinators of the language
groups. The purpose of these consultations was to arrive at
recommendations on the recurring list and expressions
which would be generally acceptable to the Drafting Com-
mittee and to the Conference as a whole. In the light of these
consultations, which have proven extremely useful, a paper
will be prepared by the secretariat pointing out the areas
where harmonization could be undertaken by the Confer-
ence. This paper will also incorporate the comments made
by the various language groups during this session.

5. A concordance text, which may need to be revised,
has been distributed to all delegations attending the Confer-

ence. It will no doubt prove to be a most useful working tool
for the Committee and for the Conference as a whole. The
secretariat is studying the possibility of issuing the necessary
revisions to this concordance text in a loose-leaf format in
order to keep up with the amendments originating from the
Conference. The secretariat will also issue a list indicating
where changes have been made in the informal composite
negotiating text. The language groups will study the con-
cordance text in order to ensure that all versions reflect the
results achieved by the Conference so far. The Arabic lan-
guage group, for example, has informed the Drafting Com-
mittee that it intends to review the Arabic translation of the
whole of the current text in order to improve the quality of
the Arabic version. This task is exceedingly difficult, particu-
larly in view of the fact that the Arabic language was not
used in prior law of the sea conferences. It is encouraging
that the Arabic language group had decided to undertake this
project on behalf of the Conference.

6. It was mentioned at the seventh session that the secre-
tariat will study the availability of computers to the Drafting
Committee, there might be financial difficulties for the sec-
retariat to make computer facilities available to the Commit-
tee. In view of the enormous task facing the Drafting Com-
mittee, the secretariat should nevertheless be encouraged to
study the matter further and, if necessary, to make some
co-operative arrangements with outside organizations which
might be willing to lend some support in that area.

7. The Drafting Committee agreed that the co-ordinators
of the language groups should meet at the outset of the next
session for some days to discuss those areas already studied
by the language groups which might be usefully harmonized,
and the most efficacious method of ensuring the input of the
linguistic groups into the work of the Drafting Committee.

8. I am quite encouraged by the results achieved so far
by the Drafting Committee on behalf of the Conference as a
whole, on account particularly of the excellent work of the
language groups and of the leadership of the co-ordinators. I
am grateful for their co-operation and expect to rely upon
their continued co-operation in the future.
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