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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/90

Letter dated 22 August 1979 from the Vice-Chairman of the group of coastal States
to the President of the Conference

In my capacity as Vice-Chairman of the group of coastal
States, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a dec-
laration by the group and to request that it be circulated as
soon as possible as an official Conference document.

(Signed) A. CaBRERA (Mexico)
Vice-Chairman of the group of coastal States

DECLARATION BY THE GROUP OF COASTAL STATES

The group of coastal States noted with surprise and con-
cern recent media reports that the Government of the United
States of America had ‘‘ordered its Navy and Air Force to
undertake a policy of deliberately sending ships and planes
into or over the disputed waters of nations that claim a ter-
ritorial limit of more than three miles”’.

In the view of the group of coastal States, such a policy,
which in its essentials has been confirmed by officials of the
United States Government, is highly regrettable and unac-
ceptable, being contrary to customary international law,
whereby a great majority of States exercise full sovereignty
in their territorial seas up to a limit of 12 nautical miles,
subject to the right of innocent passage. That policy is also

[Original: English/Spanish]
[24 August 1979]

inconsistent with the prevailing understanding at the United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea which has recog-
nized the validity of such a practice.

The group has taken note of the clarification which was
later made by officials of the United States Government to
the effect that there has been no order to challenge in an
aggressive way the claims of other nations. However, the
group considers the statement that the régime of high seas
commences beyond three miles is clearly an anachronism.

The group has also taken note of the reassurances given by
the same official source that the position of the United States
of America in the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea has not changed as well as of the elements
which, according to that source, should be combined within
the context of an over-all package deal.

The group reaffirms its determination to continue working
towards the early adoption of a generally acceptable, com-
prehensive convention on the law of the sea and, in the mean-
time, expresses its hope that every State will refrain from
undertaking any actions that may adversely affect its rela-
tions with other States or the success of the Conference.
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