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133rd meeting

Thursday, 21 August 1980, at 10.10 a.m.

President: Mr. H. S. AMERASINGHE

Organization of work

1. The PRESIDENT announced that the General Committee
had just met in order to agree on a change in the work schedule
of the Conference; that change had been rendered necessary by
unforeseen circumstances. Negotiations of a vital nature were
nearing completion and the regional groups, the Group of 77, the
working group of 21 and the First Committee needed time to
consider the results of those negotiations. Their deliberations
should take up the whole of the present day and part of the fol-
lowing day. The General Committee therefore recommended to
the Conference that the general debate should commence on the
moming of Monday, 25 August, and continue on Tuesday, 26
and part of Wednesday, 27 August. When the general debate
ended, the collegium would meet to prepare the third revision of
the informal composite negotiating text. Other outstanding issues
would then be discussed, possibly at an informal plenary meeting
of the Conference, and the last day of the session—Friday, 29
August—would be devoted to the consideration of the work of
future sessions of the Conference.

2. At the meeting of the General Committee, the question of

the status of the third revision of the text had been raised and the
view had been expressed that its status was dependent on the so-
lution of the outstanding issues. Clearly, if the third revision
touched on any of those issues, its status could not be defined
until the discussion on those issues had been completed.

3. The Third Committee had concluded its work and dealt with
all the outstanding issues before it. The First Committee, on the
other hand, still had a number of critical issues to settle and the
entire package hinged on the result of that Committee’s work.
Time was needed for that purpose, and on the present day and
part of the following day, the regional groups, the Group of 77
and the working group of 21 were due to meet. Should the neces-
sary documents not be ready for that afternoon, the co-ordinators
of the various language groups of the Drafting Committee would
meet instead of the regional groups.

4. If there was no comment, he would take it that the Confer-
ence adopted the recommendation of the General Committee re-
garding the scheduling of the general debate.

It was so decided.
The meeting rose at 10.15 a.m.
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