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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/116

Programme of work for the eleventh session

1. At its 154th meeting on 28 August 1981, the Conference
adopted the following programme of work on the basis of
recommendations made by the Collegium (A/CONF.62/L.80)
in accordance with paragraphs 4 and 5 of A/CONF.62/
BUR. 14, for the eleventh, final decision-making session of the
Conference for the adoption of the convention.

First Stage (8-26 March 1982)
2. During the first three weeks of the session, the Confer-

ence will continue consultations and negotiations on pending
issues.

3. The informal plenary Conference will meet to process
the recommendations of the Drafting Committee resulting
from its final intersessional meeting.

Second Stage (29 March-1 April)
4. Beginning Monday, 29 March, the plenary Conference

will meet for three days (29-31 March) to discuss the results of

[Original: English]
[28 August 1981]

the consultations and negotiations. In accordance with
A/CONF.62/L.46,8 statements will be limited to 15 minutes.

5. In the light of the plenary debate and taking into
account the criteria established in document A/CONF.62/62,9

the President of the Conference, the Chairmen of the Com-
mittees, the Chairman of the Drafting Committee and the
Rapporteur-General will meet on Thursday, 1 April, and
decide on the incorporation of the results of the consultations
and negotiations into the draft convention.

6. In order to enable delegations to prepare themselves for
the next stage, the Collegium will issue a memorandum con-
taining all the changes that will be incorporated in the draft
convention. These changes will be referred to the Drafting
Committee for its consideration and recommendations. The

*Ibicl., vol. X1I1 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.81.V.5).
9Ibid., vol. X (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.79.V.4).
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Drafting Committee's report and its processing by plenary
Conference will be completed by 12 April.

Third Stage (6-12 April)
7. During this stage the Conference will decide the date on

which rule 33 will become operative. Delegations could also
use this period to consult their respective governments on the
decision-making stages of the session.

Fourth Stage (13-22 April)
8. Should delegations at this point of time feel it necessary

to submit formal amendments to the draft convention, such
amendments would have to be submitted to the secretariat by
6 p.m. on Tuesday, 13 April. Should the President, in accord-
ance with rule 37, defer the taking of a vote on amendments,
the plenary Conference will give an opportunity to delega-
tions, during the interval, to make statements on the amend-

ments. During that period, the President, assisted by the
General Committee, will make every effort conducive to the
attainment of general agreement.

Fifth Stage (23-30 April)
9. By Friday, 23 April, the Conference will have to deter-

mine whether all efforts at reaching general agreement have
been exhausted.

10. During the last week that will end on 30 April, the
Conference will adopt the convention, the text of the draft
resolution on the establishment of the Preparatory Com-
mission, the final act and any other pertinent decisions.

11. Should the fifth stage have started and more time be
needed to complete the work of the Conference, it shall, in
consultation with the Secretary-General, be authorized to
extend its formal work beyond 30 April exclusively for that
purpose.
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