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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.77

Letter dated 20 August 1981 from the Chairman of the group of Eastern European States to the President
of the Conference

In accordance with your suggestion, the group of Socialist
Countries of Eastern Europe has considered at its meeting on
18 August 1981 the proposal of the Group of 77 presented at
the 152nd meeting of the plenary Conference held on 17 Aug-
ust 1981 concerning the completion of negotiations on all out-
standing issues and on formalizing the draft convention before
the end of the present session.

In the annex attached tc this letter, I have the honour to
convey to you the opinion of the group and its proposal on this
question.

I kindly request that this letter as well as the annex be circu-
lated as a document of the Conference.

(Signed) A. OLSZOWKA
Representative of Poland to the

Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea
and Chairman of the group of

Socialist countries of Eastern Europe

ANNEX

Decision by the group of Socialist countries of Eastern Europe adopted
at its meeting on 18 August 1981 regarding the position of the
group on the question of the future programme of work of the
tenth session

1. The group of Socialist countries of Eastern Europe is in full
solidarity with the Group of 77 which comes out for strict implemen-
tation of the programme of work for the tenth session of the Confer-
ence that was adopted on 28 August 1980 and provided for an earliest
completion of the negotiations on all outstanding issues and adoption,
before the end of this year, of a law of the sea convention on the basis
of the existing draft.

The group of Socialist countries of Eastern Europe deems it advi-
sable that, in accordance with the above-mentioned decision of the
Conference, the programme for the final stage of this session should
provide not only for completion of the negotiations on all outstanding
issues and formalization of the draft convention but also for its adop-
tion immediately following formalization. In doing so, the group
continues to come out for the adoption of the convention by consen-
sus. However, if some delegations continue to oppose adopting the
convention on the basis of the existing draft and thus to impede
achieving a consensus, the group of Socialist countries of Eastern
Europe will be prepared to co-operate with the majority in the Confer-
ence and to adopt the convention as a whole by a vote.

2. The group of Socialist countries of Eastern Europe can agree
with the proposal by the Group of 77 made at the 152nd meeting of

[Original: English]
[20 August 1981]

the plenary Conference held on 17 August 1981 concerning an exten-
sion of this session for a fifth week, i.e., till 4 September 1981, in case
this is needed to complete the negotiations on all outstanding issues
and formalize the draft convention.

Therefore, in agreeing to the extension of the session for a fifth
week, the group of Eastern European Socialist countries, like the
Group of 77, proceeds from the assumption that the main and only
objective of such an extension is precisely to complete the negotiations
and formalize the draft convention.

However, should it appear that the extension of the session till
4 September does not lead to this objective, then the group will
strongly object to such an extension.

3. In the case of formalization of the draft convention at this
session the group of Socialist countries of Eastern Europe would not
object to providing the Drafting Committee, upon the conclusion of
this session, an additional five weeks to definitively complete the
drafting work on the draft convention on the understanding that this
time the Conference would establish the last and final dead-line for
concluding the drafting work on the text. Upon the expiration of this
time, the Secretariat should communicate to the Governments of all
participating countries the report of the Drafting Committee and the
final text of the draft convention.

4. With regard to the final stage of the Conference to be devoted
to the adoption of the convention, the signing of the final act and the
opening of the convention for signature, it would, in the opinion of
the group of Socialist countries of Eastern Europe, be advisable to
fulfil the tasks set before that stage at the Caracas session whose date
will be agreed upon with the Government of Venezuela.

Of course the position of the group of Socialist countries of Eastern
Europe is flexible with regard to the organization of work of the final
stage of the Conference and it is ready to discuss possible proposals by
other regional groups on this question.

5. Taking into account the decision of the Conference on the pro-
gramme of work of the tenth session and the position of the Group
of 77 on this question set forth in its statements in the plenary meetings
on 5 and 17 August, as well as the above-mentioned considerations,
the group of Socialist countries of Eastern Europe makes the following
proposal concerning the programme of work of this session for the
remaining period of time:

"To fix the following time-table for completing the discussions
on the outstanding issues by the organs of the Conference in accor-
dance with document A/CONF.62/62,58 of 13 September 1978 and
for considering the questions of formalizing the draft convention,
its adoption and holding the final session of the Conference: to
complete negotiations on all pending issues and to present the
reports on the results of these negotiations before the end of the

58 Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea, vol. X (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.79.V.4).
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fourth week of the session; to consider, during the fifth week, in the pletion of the work of the Drafting Committee, formalization of the
Collegium and in the plenary Conference, the results of the above- draft convention, its adoption and the holding of the final session
mentioned negotiations as well as the questions concerning the com- of the Conference.''
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