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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.142 /Rev.1

Report of the Chairman of the Drafting Committee

1. During the second stage of the eleventh session of the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, last-
ing from 29 March to 30 April 1982, the Drafting Committee
continued its article by article textual review of the draft con-
vention on the law of the sea (A/CONF.62/L.78).%

2. During this period,” there were 293 meetings of the
language groups of the Drafting Committee, 17 meetings of
the co-ordinators of the language groups under the direction
of the Chairman of the Drafting Committee, and 6 meelings
of the Drafting Committee.

3. After 2 April, the Drafting Committee, in accordance
with the decision of the Conference (A/CONF.62/116% and
A/CONF.62/L.93, para. 5 (a)) gave priority to consideration
of documents A/CONF.62/L.93 and A/CONF.62/L.94
issued by the Collegium on 2 April 1982 and submitted a
series of recommendations on draft resolutions 1 and 111, based
on its consideration of document A/CONF.62/L.94, and on
articles 60, 156, 164, 194, 201, 204, 207, 209, 211, 212, 213,
214, 216, 217, 222, 242, 305, 306, 307, 308 and 319, based on
its consideration of document A/CONF.62/L.93. These
recommendations, which were accepted by the informal
plenary, are contained in the addendum to this report.

4. The co-ordinators of the language groups have contin-
ued consideration of annex IIl and have now submitted a
series of proposals on articles I, 2, 3 and 4 of this annex
(CG/WP.38).

5. The language groups have worked intensively during
this period of the session and have now submitted proposals
on all parts of the convention for consideration by the co-
ordinators of the language groups and the Drafting Commit-
tee at its next inter-sessional meeting.

37 See the regort of the Chairman of the Drafting Committee on the

first stage (8-26 March) of the session, contained in document
A/CONF.62/L.89.

[Original: English)
[3 May 1982]

6. It should be noted that the work of the Drafting Com-
mittee, in particular that of the co-ordinators of the language
groups, was hampered by the lack of facilities during the last
three weeks of the Conference.

7. It is recommended that an inter-sessional meeting of
the Drafting Committee be held in for five weeks
from 12 July to 13 August with the option to extend the meet-
ing a further week until 20 August.

8. The proposed timetable is as follows:

First week: annexes Ill and IV

Second week: annexes lII and 1V

Third week: annexes Il and IV and draft resolution I1

Fourth week: Parts XVI and XVII, annexes VI, VII, VIII
and IX, preamble and article I

Fifth week: Parts XVI and XVII, annexes VI, VII, VIlI
and IX, preamble, article 1 and pending items on the various
parts of the draft convention.

9. | might mention that Geneva is the preferred venue for
the summer session of the Drafting Committee in the case of
the majority of the active participants of that Committee and
its language groups. | am not aware, however, of the prefer-
ence of the Conference as a whole and would suggest that we
decide on the venue after we adopt the convention since, if we
do not adopt it, the question may be academic.

10. In concluding, may I express the sincere hope that all
those delegations and all those co-ordinators of all the
language groups who have previously participated in the
Drafting Committee will continue to do so, since that Com-
mittee is not concerned with substance, but with drafting
problems. Surely we all want a well-drafted convention, if
only in order to assist us in determining whether or not to sign
and eventually ratify it.
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