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66 Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea

DOCUMENT A /CONF.62/35

Decision of the Executive Board of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
and resolution of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission*

DECISION 4.3.1 OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF UNESCO
TAKEN AT ITS NINETY-FOURTH SESSION (MAY-JUNE 1974)

4.3 Natural sciences
4.3.1 Status and responsibilities of the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission (94 EX/13 and Corr. and 94
EX 156, part II)

The Executive Board,

1. Recalling
(i) that, in 89 EX/Decision 5.1.2, Part II.B.VII, the Board

drew the attention of the General Conference . . . to the
need . . . to examine the comments of the Executive
Council of IOC on [the recommendations of the United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment], as

"Circulated at the request of the Director-General of UNESCO.

[Original: English/ French/ Russian/ Spanish]
[27 August 1974]

well as those of the Executive Board of the Director-
General,

(ii) that, accordingly, the Director-General presented docu-
ment 90 EX/8 which contains observations by the IOC
Executive Council and by the Director-General on the
status and responsibilities of the IOC, and which, in
paragraph 7, indicates that "a report of the Chairman
of the Commission on its eighth session and proposals
will be submitted to the ninety-third session of the Ex-
ecutive Board and to the eighteenth session of the Gen-
eral Conference of UNESCO, in 1974",

(iii) that, by 90 EX/Decision 4.2.1 (paragraph 9), the Board
invited the Director-General to inform it, at its ninety-
second session, "of the positions adopted by the Inter-
governmental Oceanographic Commission's Executive
Council at its second session", and (paragraph 10) de-
cided "to postpone its final consideration of this matter
until its ninety-fourth session when the definite views of
IOC will be available",

(iv) that the Board at its ninety-second session, took note of
the statement made in this connexion by the representa-
tive of the Director-General, and noted that this matter
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would be discussed at its ninety-fourth session, in con-
formity with 90 EX/Decision 4.2.1 (10) mentioned
above,

2. Observing that, at the same session, under item 4.1.2, the
Board devoted a substantial section (II) of 92 EX/Decision
4.1.2. to "UNESCO and Oceanography", and in paragraph (vi)
invited "the Director-General and in particular the Secretariat
of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission to de-
vote, whenever feasible, special attention to the new develop-
ments within the United Nations system in the field of oceanic
research, exploration and management",

3. Having considered the Report by the Director-General
on "Status and Responsibilities of the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission" (94 EX/13),

4. Notes this report, and confirms the decisions contained
in 90 EX/Decision 4.2.1 (2), mentioned above;

5. Takes note with satisfaction of the measures taken by
the IOC assembly at its eighth session to strengthen co-
ordination between the United Nations agencies concerned and
thus avoid any overlapping of their respective activities;

6. Stresses again the key role that the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission plays in organizing co-operation
in the implementation of programmes in marine science and
for marine services, within the framework of the United Na-
tions system;

7. Requests the Director-General to continue support to
the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission at the
present or increased level, taking into account the urgent need
to expand knowledge of the processes of the world ocean and
the increasingly important role for IOC in present and pro-
jected new developments within the United Nations system in
the field of marine research, exploration and scientific manage-
ment;

II

8. Considering the desirability to enlarge the membership
of the IOC so as to attain universal membership,

9. Urges the Director-General to continue his efforts to
encourage Member States of UNESCO, particularly those
from the developing States, to join and participate in the activi-
ties of the IOC as provided for under article 4 of the IOC
Statutes;

10. Also requests the Director-General to draw the atten-
tion of the governing bodies of the IOC to the terms of resolu-
tion 10.1, adopted by the General Conference at its seventeenth
session, with regard to the participation of South Africa and
certain other States in UNESCO's activities;

III

11. Being informed of the forthcoming first session of the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, to be

held in Caracas from 20 June to 29 August 1974, and aware of
the great importance of this event and the role to be played by
marine sciences in attaining knowledge, which should be con-
sidered as the common heritage of all mankind, concerning the
oceans and seas,

12. Expresses its warmest wishes for the success of the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea and
pledges the determined co-operation of UNESCO in the work
and follow-up of this Conference;

13. Requests the Director-General to transmit this resolu-
tion to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for com-
munication to the Conference;

14. Invites the Director-General to report to the eighteenth
session of the General Conference, under items 15-17 of the
Provisional Agenda, in an addendum to document 18 C/86, on
the decisions of the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea in the fields of competence of UNESCO and its
IOC which affect their activities.

RESOLUTION VIII-35 OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL OCEANO-
GRAPHIC COMMISSION (NOVEMBER 1973)

Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea

The Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission,
1. Recalling resolution VII-4, adopted by the Commission

at its seventh session, concerning United Nations General As-
sembly resolution 2750 (XXV),

2. Noting that the preparations for the Third United Na-
tions Conference on the Law of the Sea have now reached a
final stage,

3. Noting further that the United Nations Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond
the Limits of National Jurisdiction, which has met on a
number of occasions since the seventh session of the Commis-
sion, among others to prepare for the United Nations Confer-
ence on the Law of the Sea, has established Sub-Committee III
whose terms of reference had been as follows:

"to deal with the preservation of the marine environment
(including inter alia, the prevention of pollution) and scien-
tific research and to prepare draft treaty articles thereon",
4. Recalling the Statutes of the Commission and especially

articles 1 and 2,
5. Confirms that the Commission is prepared, in the frame

of its competence, to respond to all possible requests for scien-
tific and technological advice from the United Nations Law of
the Sea Conference;

6. Expresses the wish that the Third United Nations Con-
ference on the Law of the Sea take into account the opinion of
the Commission about the importance of promoting the scien-
tific exploration of the ocean with a view to global study of its
nature and resources.
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