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132 Third Session - Documents

DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/42

Letter dated 14 April 1975 from the representative of Malta to the President of the Conference

At this stage of the deliberations of the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, my delegation
feels it desirable formally to bring to your notice, and
through you to place before the Conference, my Govern-
ment's candidature to host in Malta the proposed Interna-
tional Sea-Bed Authority.

This offer was publicly announced during the twenty-
ninth session of the General Assembly of the United

[Original: English]
[14 April 1975]

Nations. It was also communicated directly to all partici-
pants in the Conference by means of a note verbale dated
20 September 1974 circulated by the Permanent Mission of
Malta to the United Nations in New York.

Considering Malta's historical role in the initiation and
development of the debate which gave rise to the present
Conference, its offer to host the proposed International
Authority could not have been unexpected. On the other
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hand, some may question the timing of Malta's offer: in
particular, why it was made after, rather than before, the
Caracas session of the Conference.

In approaching the question of hosting the Authority, the
Government of Malta has always had one major considera-
tion in mind. Although Malta does not yet formally belong
to the Group of 77, it considers itself ideologically bound
to the Group and it fully shares its ideals and aspirations,
which it has consistently supported in the United Nations
General Assembly and in other international forums. Malta
is only prepared to host an Authority that would in fact
respond to the needs and interests of developing countries.

Although the precise picture is still clouded by uncer-
tainties, the basic outlines are becoming increasingly per-
ceptible. This is due in no small measure to the position
taken at Caracas by the Group of 77 on the question of
who may exploit the area reserved to the Authority and on
the basic conditions for its exploration and exploitation.
This was the subject of a very careful assessment by my
Government immediately following the Caracas session; and
it was sufficiently encouraged by the results to decide on
publicly announcing its candidature.

Geographically, Malta occupies a strategic position astride
a major artery of maritime traffic. It is at the very centre of
a sea which links three continents, Africa, Asia and Europe.
This makes it easily accessible to a majority of countries
and, together with its excellent lines of external communi-
cations, would make Malta an ideal site for the proposed
Authority. Its long established dockyard and auxiliary
maritime facilities could prove most useful to the require-
ments of the Authority. In addition to its physical capacity
fully to accommodate an international organization and its
staff, Malta also offers an unbeatable combination of

political stability and solid democratic institutions, low cost
of living, pleasant climate and negligible incidence of crime.

In its foreign policy, Malta has firmly embraced the
principles of non-alignment, and fully shares with other
developing countries a commitment towards a more equi-
table distribution of the earth's resources. Above all my
Government is dedicated to the cause of promoting peace
and security in the Mediterranean and missed no opportu-
nity of promoting dialogue and co-operation between the
States of the region. Thus it seeks to put into practice its
vision of Malta as a link between Europe and Africa.

The establishment in Malta of an International Authority
devoted to the concept of the common heritage of mankind
would therefore be not only a fitting recognition of Malta's
pioneering role since 1967, but would also contribute
significantly to the reduction of tension and the promotion
of peace and security in an area which historically has
divided rather than united its opposite shores.

Lastly, although my Government considers it to be highly
premature to make specific suggestions regarding the
physical characteristics of the building to house the
Authority's headquarters, it is prepared to provide tempo-
rary but suitable accommodation as soon as the Authority
is created. This would not only enable the authority to start
functioning immediately, but would also afford it a direct
voice in the elaboration of plans for its permanent
headquarters.

(Signed) J. ATTARD-KINGSWELL
Head of the Delegation of Malta

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea
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