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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/43

Letter dated S May 1975 from the representative of Jamaica to the President of the Conference

I should be grateful if the contents of this letter could be
circulated to all delegations attending the Conference.

It will be recalled that at the 49th plenary meeting at
Caracas, the then Chairman of the Group of 77 announced
that the Group had endorsed the candidature of Jamaica
for the site of the proposed International Sea-Bed Author-
ity.27 The statement by the Chairman of the Group of 77
was preceded by the following sequence of events designed
to exhaust all means at reaching consensus on the issue:

(a) The announcement, some two years ago, of Jamaica's
candidature and notification thereof to all Members of the
United Nations;

(b) The formal offer of Jamaica as the site for the
headquarters of the Authority made at the 27th plenary
meeting at Caracas by the head of the Jamaican Delegation;

(c) The endorsement of Jamaica's candidature at Caracas
by the regional groups within the Group of 77.

27 See Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea, vol. I (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.75.V.3).

[Original: English]
[7 May 1975]

Since the Caracas session, the Government of Jamaica has
continued to receive formal support from several Govern-
ments not members of the Group of 77.

The Conference has yet to take a decision on the question
of the site of the proposed Authority. However, having
regard to the measure of support already received from
Governments participating in the Conference, it became
necessary for the Government of Jamaica to determine to
what extent preparatory arrangements were necessary in
the light of the urgency expressed within the Conference
for the establishment, as early as possible, of a new regime
for the law of the sea.

The Jamaican authorities were faced with a situation of
either making no preparations at all or making such
preliminary preparations as would enable the Authority to
be functional within the shortest possible time after its
establishment. In reliance upon the wide measure of
support expressed so far and in the. confident expectation
that, at the appropriate time, the Conference will decide to
site the headquarters of the Authority in Jamaica, substan-
tial financial commitments and extensive preparatory ar-
rangements have been made to facilitate the suitable
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establishment of the headquarters of the Authority at the
appropriate time.

It is unnecessary to repeat the indisputable advantages of
geographic location in the tranquil Caribbean, communi-
cations and infrastructural facilities, climate and environ-
mental attractions which make Jamaica an ideal site for the
location of the International Sea-Bed Authority. Nor is it
necessary to recall the positive contribution which Jamaica
continues to make in the development of a new law of the
sea and in initiatives for the creation of a new international
economic order. Suffice it to say that the combination of
physical and other characteristics which have found expres-
sion in Jamaica are important guarantees for the efficient
functioning of the International Sea-Bed Authority.

The response already received, in relation to the siting of
the headquarters of the International Sea-Bed Authority,
makes it an incontrovertible fact that this is one matter on

which a very wide margin of consensus has already been
reached.

The Government of Jamaica reiterates its profound
appreciation to all those Governments which have so
steadfastly supported its candidature and reaffirms its
relentless commitment to take all steps which are necessary
for the proper establishment of the Authority.

Finally, the Government of Jamaica remains convinced
that the Governments represented at this Conference will
refrain from any action which may rupture the developing
consensus regarding the siting of the headquarters of the
International Sea-Bed Authority.

(Signed) K. O. RATTRAY,
Head of the Delegation of Jamaica

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea
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