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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/C.1/L.18

Statement of activities of the First Committee

(Prepared by the Rapporteur of the Committee)

I. ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE58

1. During the fifth session of the Conference, held in New
York from 2 August to 17 September 1976, the First Commit-
tee worked through formal meetings, informal meetings, its
workshop and the negotiating group of its workshop.

2. At the outset of the session at the 25th meeting, the
Committee was in general agreement that there was a need for
procedures to be adopted that were not only conducive to
meaningful negotiations but also provided an opportunity for
all delegations to particpate fully if they so desired. It was
also felt by a large number of delegations that such procedures
should allow for the placing on record of the results of
negotiations. Following extensive informal consultations on
the organization of work, the Committee, at its 26th meeting
on 11 August 1976, agreed to the establishment of a workshop
and the procedures related thereto.

II. WORK OF THE WORKSHOP

3. At the beginning of its 1st meeting on 9 August 1976,
the workshop unanimously accepted a proposal conveyed by
the Chairman of the Committee that Mr. Jagota (India) and
Mr. Sondaal (Netherlands) should work as Co-Chairmen. The
workshop held 13 meetings from 9 August to 8 September
1976. The Co-Chairmen prepared four joint weekly reports on
the progress of work in the workshop for submission to the
Committee (A/CONF.62/C.1/WR.1-4) and a final report
(A/CONF.62/C.1/WR.5 and Add.l).

4. The workshop discussed the system of exploitation of
the international sea-bed area, particularly article 22 of the

[Original: English ]
[16 September 1976]

revised single negotiating text " and the related provisions in
annex I on the basic conditions of prospecting, exploration
and exploitation with reference to informal workshop papers
Nos. 1, 2 and 3, documents referred to in paragraph 11 below
and other oral submissions on that subject. The workshop
later decided to undertake negotiations on the system of
exploitation in a more informal ad hoc group open to all
delegations but having a central membership of 26 delega-
tions. This negotiating group held 12 meetings, the Co-
Chairmen having reported orally to the workshop on the
general progress of work in the group.

Ill. WORK OF THE COMMITTEE

5. Comments and observations were made on the four
weekly reports of the Co-Chairmen of the workshop and the
progress made in the workshop, and these are reflected in the
summary records of the 27th and 29th to 32nd meetings.

6. Comments and observations were also made on the
final report of the Co-Chairmen of the workshop and these are
reflected in the summary record of the 34th meeting.

7. Discussions in the Committee reflected the concern
over the lack of concrete results. The slow progress was
attributed in part to the difficulty in finding a system of
exploitation that would be acceptable to all. Some members
were of the view that the differences between the approaches
held by the various interest groups were considerably great,
whereas other members felt that these differences were not
irreconcilable. It was emphasized that a way must be found to
overcome the present position. The view was also expressed
that the discussions in the Committee were largely at a general
level, and that some delegations merely reiterated positions

58For the establishment and mandate of the First Committee, see
Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea, vol. Ill (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.V.5),
document A/CONF.62/L.8/Rev.l.

59See Offical Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea, vol. V (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.76.V.8), document A/CONF.62/WP.8/Rev.l.
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already held. It was also felt that delegations should first
endeavour to concentrate on their basic differences rather than
those peripheral issues that already enjoyed a certain degree
of agreement, and that there was a pressing need for alterna-
tive concrete suggestions for the resolving of such dif-
ferences. It was observed that the Committee spent too much
time on the question of procedure and not enough on matters
of substance.

8. At its 27th meeting on 13 August 1976, following
several requests for a study by the Secretary-General on
alternative means of financing the Enterprise and means by
which the Enterprise could obtain the necessary technology to
become operational, the Committee requested through the
Chairman that the Secretariat should make a statement at a
special meeting of the Committee describing how the Secre-
tariat envisaged that such a study could be tackled.

9. At its 28th meeting on 17 August 1976, the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General, Mr. Zuleta, in a
statement to the Committee set out some basic assumptions
upon which a study on alternative means of financing the
Enterprise, including certain aspects on the acquisition of
technology, could be made. The Committee decided to request
the Secretariat to make such a study based on the assumptions
set out by the Special Representative of the Secretary-
General.

10. At the same meeting, at the suggestion of one repre-
sentative, the Committee requested the Secretariat to prepare
a study on the estimated costs of financing the Authority. This
study will be prepared in time for consideration by the Com-
mittee at its next session.

11. At its 32nd meeting on 7 September 1976, the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General presented to the Com-
mittee a study entitled "Alternative means of financing the
Enterprise" (A/CONF.62/C.1/L.17). No discussion was held
on the paper owing to the shortage of time.

12. At its 33rd meeting on 9 September 1976, the Com-
mittee paid tribute on the death of Chairman Mao Tsetung of
China. Forty-two statements were made expressing con-
dolences . The representative of China thanked delegations for
their sympathy.

13. At its 34th meeting on 9 September 1976, reference
was made to a letter addressed by the Group of 77 to the
Chairman of the First Committee at the end of the fourth
session. The content of the letter was read out and is reflected
in the summary records.

14. On 9 September 1976 the Committee held an informal
meeting. After an exchange of views, the consensus emerged
that the question of settlement of disputes within the context
of part I of the revised single negotiating text should be dealt
with by the First Committee as an integral part of the mandate
entrusted to that Committee. Although there was not sufficient
time to deal with this question at the present session, the
Committee would need to deal with it at its next session.

IV. FUTURE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE

15. At its final meetings the Committee, in addition to
considering the final report of the Co-Chairmen, made an
appraisal of its activities during the session and considered the
best means of conducting its work in the future in a manner
conducive to an early agreement on the pending issues. The
Chairman expressed his hope that the Secretariat would be in
a position to elaborate on some points contained in the
preliminary study submitted on alternative means of financing
the Enterprise. In addition, following a suggestion made in
the Committee, the request for an expansion of the study by
the Secretariat on the financing of the Authority was endorsed
by the Committee.

16. In his concluding statement, the Chairman emphasized
the need for the Committee to come to grips with the political
difficulties underlining any agreement in the matters covered
by the mandate of the First Committee and expressed the hope
that such agreement would be secured early enough in the
next session to allow the Committee to fulfil its mandate
satisfactorily.

V. DOCUMENTATION

17. In addition to the documentation referred to in the last
statement of activities submitted by the Rapporteur at the third
session of the Conference,60 the Committee had before it the
documents relating to the fourth session of the Conference61

and a preliminary note prepared by the Secretary-General at
the request of the Committee during the session, on alterna-
tive means of financing the Enterprise, that included certain
aspects on the acquisition of technology.

"'Ibid., vol. IV (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.V.10),
document A/CONF.62/C.1/L.15.

ellbid., vol. V (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.V.8).
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