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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/C.VWR.1

Weekly report by the Co-Chairmen on the activities of the workshop

1. At its 26th meeting on 5 August 1976, the First Com-
mittee accepted the proposals made by the Vice-Chairmen
following their consulatations concerning the establishment of
a working group of- the Committee, to be known as the
workshop. The workshop was to be chaired by two Co-
Chairmen having joint responsibility for its work, who would
submit reports in writing at formal meetings of the Committee
on the work done in the workshop.

2. The Chairman of the Committee informed the work-
shop on 9 August that consultations had indicated that Mr.
Jagota (India) and Mr. Sondaal (Netherlands) should work as
Co-Chairmen of the workshop. The proposal was unan-

[Original: English)
[12 August 1976]

imously accepted by the workshop. A method of work which
had been drawn up by the Co-Chairmen was presented to the
workshop by the Chairman of the Committee. This method of
work, as endorsed by the workshop, was as follows:

(a) The two Co-Chairmen will preside over the meetings of
the workshop in alternation. If there are two meetings in one
day, one meeting will be presided over by one Co-Chairman,
and the second by the other Co-Chairman. Flexibility will be
maintained.

(b)When one Co-Chairman presides, the second Co-Chair-
man will sit on his right-hand side rather than in the seat of
his delegation.
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(c) The draft report of the work done in the workshop in
each meeting will be prepared by the secretariat and will be
given to the Co-Chairman who presided over that particular
meeting. That Co-Chairman will then settle the report and
submit it to the other Co-Chairman for his approval. The two
Co-Chairmen will exchange views every day and inform the
Chairman about the progress of work thereafter.

(d) The joint written report of the two Co-Chairmen will be
settled by evening of Thursday if possible, and submitted to
the formal meeting of the First Committee on Friday morning.
After the report has been submitted, the Committee meeting
should be adjourned. The next formal meeting of the First
Committee will be held the following Monday when the joint
report may be considered. The rest of the time should be spent
in meetings of the workshop.

(e) The issues to be considered and the method of work in
the workshop should be determined by the workshop.

3. The Ist meeting of the workshop on Monday, 9 August,
was chaired by Dr. Jagota and the second meeting on Tuesday,
10 August, by Mr. Sondaal, in accordance with the agreed
method of conducting meetings.

4. At the Ist meeting, the subject under discussion was the
manner in which the workshop would proceed with its sub-
stantive tasks, particularly the order in which issues would be
dealt with. It was agreed that interest groups and regional
groups would first be given the opportunity to discuss these

questions, and that the workshop would therefore postpone its
decision until the next meeting.

5. At its 2nd meeting, the workshop was informed that the
Group of 77 preferred that the workshop begin with two topics
in the following order: first, the Assembly and the Council of
the Authority, including composition, powers and functions,
and decision-making procedures; and secondly, the system of
exploitation of the international area in all its aspects. It was
also indicated that the Group of 77 would require time for
regular negotiations, meeting alternately with the workshop.

6. Several other proposals were made and considered by
the workshop, including the difficulty of some delegations to
start discussion immediately on the question of the Council
and the Assembly.

7. At its 2nd meeting, the workshop agreed that it would
commence its subsequent discussion on Monday, 16 August,
on the system of exploitation of the international area, starting
with article 22 of part I of the revised single negotiating text®?
and the related provisions of annex I. Time was given to
regional and interest groups to prepare themselves for discus-
sion and negotiation. It was also ‘decided that the workshop
would, if it felt it was necessary, review its procedures in
order to ensure that satisfactory progress could be made.

%2bid., document A/CONF.62/WP.8/Rev.1.
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