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164 Fifth Session—Documents

DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/C.1/WR.3*

Weekly report by the Co-Chairmen on the activities of the workshop

1. The workshop held four meetings during the period
23-25 August 1976, during which time it continued its consid-
eration of the system of exploitation of the international sea-
bed area, in particular of the three papers submitted to the
workshop on this subject.

2. At these meetings several delegations stressed the fun-
damental character of the international area as the common
heritage of mankind, and the commitment of all States to seek
a practical realization of that concept, which in the first place
requires that the international community, through the Au-
thority, exercise joint sovereignty over the area, and not
alienate any part of it to States parties or other entities.
Furthermore, the Enterprise, as the operating arm of the
Authority, was intended to work on behalf of all States.
Priority should therefore be given to consideration of ways
and means of enabling the Enterprise to commence productive
operations as soon as possible. It was also suggested that an
acceptable compromise would seem to be one which estab-
lished the over-all and effective control of the Authority over
all activities in the area, while adopting decision-making
procedure in the organs of the Authority which would ensure
that the essential interests of all, including those of the
minority, would be adequately safeguarded.

3. Reference was also made to the Declaration of Princi-
ples governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor, and the
Subsoil thereof, beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction by
the General Assembly in its resolution 2749 (XXV) and to the
recognition of the right of all States to participate in the
exploitation of the area. Certain principles should therefore be

[Original: English ]
[26 August 1976]

observed if the Authority were to be an effective institution in
the co-ordination of international co-operation. States or
State-sponsored entities as well as the Authority itself should
be eligible to engage in activities, and the conclusion of
contracts between the Authority and entities, regarding those
activities, should not absolve States parties of their obliga-
tions under international law. These principles, it was noted,
were reflected in workshop paper No. 2, which was supported
by some delegations.

4. One way of balancing the control of the Authority
against the right of all States, it was suggested, might be to
reserve favourable mine sites for the Enterprise as well as for
States which are not immediately able to participate so that
there would be an opportunity for all to eventually exploit the
resources of the sea-bed.

5. Attention was also drawn to the necessity of promoting
and protecting the interests of the land-locked and geo-
graphically disadvantaged States in applying the selection
procedure to be set out in annex I of part I of the revised
single negotiating text.64

6. Further questions were raised with respect to the con-
tent of the three workshop papers. It was asked, for example,
whether there might not be sufficiently harmonious elements
in the proposals made in the three workshop papers concern-
ing annex I to promote a general understanding on the practi-
cal application of the Authority's powers to refuse to enter
into or conclude contracts.

* Incorporating document A/CONF.62/C.l/WR.3/Corr.l of 30 August
1976. etlbid.
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7. Several delegations supported the approach embodied
in workshop paper No. 1, while some others supported work-
shop paper No. 3.

8. The question was then considered as to how to proceed
further in productive negotiations. On 26 August it was
decided that a more informal and smaller forum for negotia-
tions should be established. This negotiating group, which
consisted of 26 members, was composed as follows: Aus-
tralia, Brazil, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, France,
German Democratic Republic, Germany (Federal Republic
of). Ghana, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Japan, Mexico,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Tunisia,
USSR, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, United
States of America, Zambia. It was clarified that the co-
ordinators for various groups, who were not included in the
above list, might also participate in the negotiating group like

other members. Other delegations might also participate in
discussions in the group. The negotiating group was anad hoc
group. Its composition did not constitute a precedent for any
other purpose. It was given the task of negotiating the system
of exploitation, in particular articles 22 and 23 and the related
provisions of annex I, and producing such results as could
command a consensus in the workshop. Informality would be
maintained to enable the group to produce these results. It was
to be chaired by the two Co-Chairmen of the workshop in the
same way as the workshop itself. The Co-Chairmen would
report regularly to the workshop on the results in the negotiat-
ing group after every four meetings, although flexibility
would be maintained.

9. Four meetings of the negotiating group were held dur-
ing the week on the subject-matter allocated to it.
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