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UNITED NATIONS 

ON THE LAW OF THE SEA 

D i s t r .  
GENERAt 

A/CONF. 62/WP. 9/Rev. 2 
23 November 1976 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

WISED SINGLE NEGOTIATING TMT 

PART FOUR 

TEXT PRESENTED BY THE PRESIDENT,OF THE CONFERENCE &/ 

Introductory note 
e 

A t  i t s  71st  plenary meeting on 2 August 1976 t h e  Conference a r . t h~ r i zed  t h e  
President  t o  prepare a rev ised  S ingle  Negotiating Text on t h e  subject  of  sett lement 
of d i spu te s ,  which would have t h e  same s t a t u s  a s  p a r t s  1-111 of t h e  Revised Single  
Negotiating Text (A/CONF .62/WP.8/~ev.l). I n  accordance with t h a t  decis ion,  t h e  
President  now p resen t s  Pa r t  Four of t h e  Revised Single  negot ia t ing  Text which takes  
i n t o  account t h e  discussions i n  t h e  informal sessions of t h e  plenary during t h e  
f i f t h  sess ion  and t h e  formal and informal negot iat ions and proposals submitted 
both by de lega t ions  and groups. This t e x t  i s  presented as a f u r t h e r  s tage  i n  t h e  
work of t h e  Conference, has no o ther  s t a t u s  than t h a t  of serving a s  a b a s i s  f o r  
continued negot ia t ion ,  and i s  without prejudice t o  t h e  r igh t  of any delegat ion t o  
move any amendment o r  t o  introduce any new proposals. It i s  a procedural device 
t o  ca r ry  forward t h e  process of negot ia t ion  i n  t h e  expectation t h a t  it w i l l  he lp  
towards t h e  attainment of general agreement. 

Wherever t h e  discussions showed a c l e a r  t rend ,  t h e  t e x t  is intended t o  r e f l e c t  

1~ it. Where, however, sharp  disagreement with divided views ex is ted ,  t h e  t h r u s t  of 
t h e  t e x t  was maintained where it appeared t o  provide a compromise, Drafting, 
changes have been e f f e c t e d  when t h e  discussions showed t h e  need f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  

Certain a r t i c l e s  neces sa r i l y  t ake  t h e i r  form from t h e  provisions of 
\ 

p a r t s  1-111 of t h e  Revised Single  Negotiating Text ( A / C O N F . ~ ~ / W . ~ / R ~ V . ~ ) .  Should 
those  t e x t s  be l a t e r  changed on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  negot iat ions within t h e  Main 
Committees on t h e  subs tan t ive  i s sues  involved, corresponding changes w i l l  be 
necessary i n  t h e  present  t ex t .  

A s  regards t h e  provis ions r e l a t i n g  t o  l imi t a t ions  of j u r i sd i c t ion  including 
those  concerned with c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  of coas t a l  S t a t e s  ( a r t i c l e  I T ) ,  op t iona l  
exceptions t o  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ( a r t i c l e  18 )  and t h e  provisions r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  

1/ See t h e  note  by t h e  President  of t h e  Conference at tached t o  
document A/CONF. 62/w. 8 / ~ e v .  l / p a r t  I. 



constitution of the Law of the Sea Tribunal and the Sea-Bed Disputes Chamber 
(articles 2 and 15 of annex 11), any final formulation would have to take into 
account and be dependent upon negotiations relevant to corresponding provisions of 
other parts, and to this extent, although the text is intended to provide a 
compromise, these articles must be considered as provisional. 

The functional procedures in annex IV are a simplification of the four annexes 
that earlier constituted the special procedures. The negotiations in relation to 
this subject could not be expressed as indicating a trend in one direction. As a 
consequence and on account of the new formulation of paragraph 5 of article 9 
relating to the applicable procedure where the parties have not accepted the 
jurisdiction of the same court or tribunal, the option of special arbitration is 
maintained. 

The precise relationship of this part with the other parts of the proposed 
Convention is yet to be determined, subject to which the present text is intended 
to provide a basis for negotiations on the subject of settlement of disputes to 
cmtinue in parallel with the negotiations on the other parts of the Revised 
Single Negctiating Text. 
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