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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/55

Letter dated 8 July 1977 from the representative of Portugal to the President of the Conference

1 have the honour to inform you that in a note verbale
dated 5 July 1977, addressed to the Permanent Missions
and Observers to the United Nations, the Permanent Mis-
sion of Portugal announced that the Portuguese Govern-
ment is prepared to offer facilities in Lisbon as a possible
site for one of the institutions—specifically for the Law
of the Sea Tribunal—the establishment of which is ex-
pected to result from the Convention or which may prove
to be necessary from subsequent developments associated
with the implementations of the new ocean régime. As
referred to in the note verbale, the Portuguese Govern-
ment reiterates that this initiative is not intended to pre-
judice the proposals already submitted by other countries
regarding the headquarters of the International Sea-bed
Authority.

I shall be grateful if you would circulate this letter
and the attached note verbale as a document of the
Conference.

(Signed) Mirio Ruivo

Head of the delegation of Portugal

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea

NOTE VERBALE DATED 5 JULY 1977 ADDRESSED TO ALL
PERMANENT MISSIONS AND OBSERVERS TO THE UNITED
NATIONS

The Permanent Mission of Portugal to the United
Nations presents its compliments to the Permanent Mis-
sion of ... to the United Nations and wishes to draw
its attention to the following:

The Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea is entering into an advanced phase, and matters
concerning international organizations, the establishment
of which is provided for in the Convention—including

[Original: English)
[12 July 19771

their possible location—will become a subject of increased
attention by participating States. Proposals for headquarters
sites have, in fact, already been presented.

Portugal is by tradition a sea-faring country. Its history
and culture have been strongly influenced by the sea. The
uses of the oceans—particularly fishing—still play an
important role in the lives and well-being of Portuguese
people. Hence the importance attached by the Portuguese
Government to the United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea and to its outcome.

The Portuguese Constitution approved after 25 April
1974 upholds the principle of equality among States, the
peaceful settlement of international disputes, the co-opera-
tion with all peoples for the emancipation and progress
of mankind, and the establishment of an international
order capable of safeguarding peace and justice in the
relations amongst peoples.

This means, in fact, the return to the tradition of friendly
collaboration with peoples of all continents, to which the
Portuguese people have always been so deeply attached.

The Portuguese Government, having actively participated
in the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea, recognizes that the future implementation of
the Convention will depend, to a great extent, on the
adequacy of the institutional arrangements in the sector
of ocean affairs, specially on the organizations which are
part of the United Nations system.

For the reasons mentioned above, the Portuguese Gov-
ernment, wishing to contribute to the further development
of international co-operation, is prepared to offer facilities
in Lisbon for the possible site of one of the institutions
—specifically for the Law of the Sea Tribunal-—the es-
tablishment of which is expected to result from the Con-
vention or which may prove to be necessary from sub-
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sequent developments associated with the implementation
of the new ocean régime.

This is done within the framework of the Portuguese
Government policy aimed at contributing to and en-
hancing the dialogue among countries having different
social and economic régimes and levels of development,
within the principles of a new international economic
order in a world of interdependence.

The location in Lisbon, at this particular moment, of
an institution which is part of the United Nations system
would also be seen by the Portuguese people as an en-

couragement by the world community for the values which
inspire the new Portugal.

Bearing in mind Portugal’s geographical position, as
well as the diverse facilities it could place at the disposal
of the institutions concerned, the Portuguese Government
expresses the hope that the choice of Lisbon as the site
for the Law of the Sea Tribunal will be welcomed and
meets with general support.

The Portuguese Government would like to reiterate that
this initiative is not intended to prejudice the proposals
already submitted by other countries regarding the head-
quarters of the International Sea-Bed Authority.
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