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DOCUMENTS OF THE CONFERENCE

DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/63

Organization of work
[Original: English]

[18 April 1978]

In accordance with the decisions taken by the Conference
at its 90th plenary meeting on the report of the General Com-
mittee (A/CONF.62/61) and appearing in document
A/CONF.62/62 dated 13 April 1978, the following negotiating
groups have been established in consultation with the Chair-
man of the First Committee, the Chairman of the Second
Committee, the Chairmen of the groups of African States,
Asian States, Arab States, Latin American States, Eastern
European States and Western European and Other States,
the Chairman of the group of coastal States, the Chairman of
the group of landlocked and geographically disadvantaged
States and the representative of the United States of
America:

I. NEGOTIATING GROUP ON ITEM (1)

(System of exploration and exploitation and resource
policy, taking note of the work of the informal group of
technical experts invited to consider the technical problems
associated with any formula that might be used to limit pro-
duction of minerals from the area)

(a) To represent the group of African States: Egypt,
Gabon, Kenya, Libya, Madagascar, Mauritania, Nigeria,
Senegal, Tunisia, Uganda, Zaire and Zambia.

(b) To represent the group of Asian States: China, Demo-
cratic People's Republic of Korea, Fiji, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Malaysia, Pakistan, Qatar, Singapore and Viet Nam.

(c) To represent the group of Latin American States:
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ja-
maica, Mexico, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela.

(d) To represent the group of Eastern European States:

Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, Poland,
Romania, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Yugo-
slavia.

(e) To represent the group of Western European and
other States: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden
and United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

(f) United States of America.
Total membership: 50.
Mr. Frank Njenga was appointed Chairman of that nego-

tiating group.

II. NEGOTIATING GROUP ON ITEM (4)

(Right of access of land-locked States and certain develop-
ing coastal States in a subregion or region to the living re-
sources of the exclusive economic zone)

(Right of access of land-locked and geographically disad-
vantaged States to the living resources of the economic zone)

(a) To represent the group of coastal States: Argentina,
Australia, Canada, Chile, Iceland, India, Iran, Kenya, Mex-
ico, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Senegal, Spain,
United Republic of Tanzania and Uruguay.

(b) To represent the group of land-locked and geograph-
ically disadvantaged States: Austria, Bolivia, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, Iraq, Ja-
maica, Jordan, Mali, Poland, Singapore, Swaziland, Syrian
Arab Republic, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, Upper Volta
and Zaire.

(c) Five neutral countries: China, Denmark, Romania,
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United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
United Republic of Cameroon.

Total membership: 39.
Mr. Satya Nandan was appointed Chairman of that nego-

tiating group.

III. NEGOTIATING GROUP ON ITEM (5)

The question of the settlement of disputes relating to the
exercise of the sovereign rights of coastal States in the exclu-
sive economic zone

(a) To represent the group of African States: Algeria,
Angola, Egypt, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Nigeria,
Swaziland and Zambia.

(b) To represent the group of Asian States: China, Fiji,
India, Indonesia, Iran, Oman, Pakistan and Singapore.

(c) To represent the group of Latin American States:
Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Jamaica and
Mexico.

(d) To represent the group of Eastern European States:
Bulgaria, Hungary, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and
Yugoslavia.

(e) To represent the group of Western European and
other States: Australia, Canada, Denmark, Germany,
Federal Republic of, Iceland, Norway and Switzerland.

(f) United States of America.
Total membership: 36.

Mr. Constantine Stavropolous was appointed Chairman of
that negotiating group.

It was understood that the allocation of seats between the
different regional groups did not follow the established pat-
tern of regional representation and was to be regarded as
exceptional because of the subject-matter of the issue in-
volved.

IV. NEGOTIATING GROUP ON ITEM (7)

(Delimitation of maritime boundaries between adjacent
and opposite States and settlement of disputes thereon)

It was decided that as the problems relating to this issue
were essentially of a bilateral nature, the decision to establish
a nucleus should not apply to this negotiating group, but that
all countries which had a special interest in the subject should
be free to inform the Chairman of the group of their desire to
participate in the work of the group.

Mr. E.J. Manner was appointed Chairman of that negotiat-
ing group.

It was understood that the countries referred to above
would form the nucleus of the negotiating group in question
but that every negotiating group would be open-ended in the
sense that any State participating in the Conference and not
included in the original nucleus would be free to join in nego-
tiating groups with the same status as the original members.

These decisions were endorsed by the Conference at its
92nd plenary meeting held on 18 April 1978.
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