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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/64
Letter dated 3 May 1978 from the representative of New Zealand
to the President of the Conference
[Original: English]
[3 May 1978]
I have the honour to recall that on 6 May 1976 the delegations of Fiji, New Zealand, Tonga, the Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands, and Samoa, wrote to you in the following
terms:
"In the course of the present session of the Conference,
a number of countries and territories of the Pacific region,
on whose behalf this letter is signed, have consulted together about the scope of the final clauses of the convention.
"You will recall that in Caracas the Conference recognized that certain territories, while not yet independent,
had such a substantial measure of self-government as to
entitle them to separate representation as observers at the
Conference. In paragraph 3 of resolution 3334 (XXIX), the
General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to invite certain named territories to participate as observers in
any future session of the Conference. Subsequently, there
was a further recognition of the special status of territories
named in paragraph 3 of resolution 3334 (XXIX) in article
13 of part IV of the single negotiating text issued to the
Conference by the President (A/CONF.62/WP.91).
"Access to dispute settlement procedures as contemplated by article 13 of part IV of the single negotiating text
would be of considerable benefit to these territories. It will
not, however, be possible to secure full protection for the
'See Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea, vol. V (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.76.V.8).

rights accorded them by the new convention, including the
rights referred to in article 136 of Part II of the single
negotiating text (A/CONF.62/WP.8/Part II*), unless they
are accorded the status of contracting parties. Likewise,
there cannot be full assurance that the obligations of the
new convention will be adequately met by these territories
without such status.
"There are, of course, precedents for the adherence to
international agreements of territories which have not
achieved full statehood.
"Two of the territories named in paragraph 3 of resolution 3334 (XXIX)—Papua New Guinea and Suriname—
have now become independent and will be able to adhere
to the convention as Member States of the United Nations.
The delegations who have signed this letter intend at the
appropriate time to propose that the final clauses of the
convention make provision for adherence to the convention by the remaining territories listed in paragraph 3 of
resolution 3334 (XXIX).
"It may be—especially in the light of the suggestion that
you made in the General Committee this afternoon—that
this issue will be addressed in the relatively near future.
Because of the importance it has for territories in the
Pacific region, we have thought it desirable to give you
advance notice of our intentions.
iW., vol. IV (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.V.10).
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"The delegation of Nauru, although not a signatory of
this letter, wishes to be associated with the views expressed in it."

this letter to be circulated as a Conference document in good
time for consideration by the participants in these meetings,
(S-gned} M j c TEMPLETON

In view of your intention that the Conference should take
up the question of the final clauses in plenary session on
Friday, 5 May, I should be grateful if you would arrange for

Head of the Delegation of New Zealand
to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea

