
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea 
 

1973-1982 
Concluded at Montego Bay, Jamaica on 10 December 1982 

 
 

Document:- 
A/CONF.62/L.23 

 
 

Portugal: proposal regarding periodic conferences on international ocean affairs 
 

Extract from the Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of  
the Sea, Volume IX (Summary Records, Plenary, General Committee, First, Second and Third 
Committees, as well as Documents of the Conference, Seventh and Resumed Seventh Session) 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © United Nations 
2009 



Documents of the Conference 181

DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.23

Portugal: proposal regarding periodic conferences on international ocean affairs

[Original: English]
[4 May 1978]

Article 2
The periodic conference shall be open to all States Parties

to the present Convention.

Article 3

1. The conference shall be serviced by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations in co-operation with the spe-
cialized agencies and other international organizations con-
cerned that are part of the United Nations system.

2. The agenda of the conference shall be drawn up by the
Secretary-General in consultation with the specialized agen-
cies and other international organizations concerned that are
part of the United Nations system, on the basis of replies of
States to a circular letter.

Article 4

1. The Secretary-General shall convene, not later than
two years after the signature of the present Convention, a
special session of the conference to review the state of ratifi-
cation of the Convention and, if necessary, to propose mea-
sures to encourage further participation. The special session
shall consider and adopt the rules of procedure for the con-
ference.

2. All States signatories of the present Convention shall
be invited to take part in that special session.

Final clauses

PERIODIC CONFERENCES ON INTERNATIONAL OCEAN AFFAIRS

Article 1

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall
convene, every [three] years starting from the entry into
force of the present Convention, a conference to undertake
a comprehensive review of the manner in which the regime
established by the Convention is being applied, with the ex-
ception of Part XI and its annexes. In the light of the said
review, the conference may recommend to States and to the
appropriate international organizations measures aimed at
facilitating the interpretation and application of the regime
established by the present Convention.

2. In undertaking the review mentioned in paragraph 1,
the conference shall take into account .major trends in ocean
uses, new technologies, progress in scientific knowledge,
management and protection issues of international signifi-
cance, institutional and legal developments and other rele-
vant aspects of international ocean affairs.

3. The periodic conference is not empowered to amend
the present Convention.
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