
 
United Nations Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiaries 
on the Establishment of an International Criminal Court 

 
Rome, Italy 

15 June - 17 July 1998 
  
 

Document:- 
A/CONF.183/C.1/SR.17 

 
17th meeting of the Committee of the Whole 

 
 
 

Extract from Volume II of the Official Records of the United Nations Diplomatic 
 Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of an International 

 Criminal Court (Summary records of the plenary meetings and of the  
meetings of the Committee of the Whole) 

 

 

 

Copyright © United Nations 



Summary records of the meetings of the Committee of the Whole

16th meeting

Thursday, 25 June 1998, at 10.20 a m

Chairman: Mr. Kirsch (Canada)

Organization of work {continued)

1. The Chairman said that at the previous meeting the
Committee had completed consideration of die articles in part 4
of the draft Statute. The current meeting would be a very short
one, and would be followed by a meeting of the Working
Group on International Cooperation and Judicial Assistance. The
Committee would reconvene late in the afternoon to consider the
report of the Working Group on Procedural Matters concerning
part 5 of the draft Statute.

A/CONF.183/C.1/SR.16

2. He understood that some delegations had had problems in
finding out when meetings were going to take place, particularly
informal consultations. He would make every effort to ensure
that all participants were kept fully informed by posting a
schedule of each day's meetings, whether formal meetings or
informal consultations. The schedule would be changed on a
daily basis.

The meeting rose at 10.30 a.m.

17th meeting

Thursday, 25 June 1998, at 6 p.m

Chairman: Mr. Kirsch (Canada)

A/CONF.183/C.1/SR.17

Agenda item 11 {continued)
Consideration of the question concerning the finalization
and adoption of a convention on the establishment of an
international criminal court in accordance with General
Assembly resolutions 51/207 of 17 December 1996 and
52/160 of 15 December 1997 (A/CONF.183/2/Add.l and
Corr.l and A/CONF.183/C.1/WGPM/L.2 andCorr.l and 2)

DRAFT STATUTE

PART 5. INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION

Report of the Working Group on Procedural Matters
(A/CONF. 183/C. 1/WGPM/L.2 and Coir. 1 and 2)

1. The Chairman invited the Chairman of the Working
Group on Procedural Matters to introduce the Working Group's
report concerning the articles in part 5 of the draft Statute.

2. Ms. Fernandez de Gurmendi (Argentina), Chairman of
the Working Group on Procedural Matters, introducing the
report (A/CONF. 183/C. 1/WGPM/L.2 and Corr.l and 2), said
that although the Group had not been able to reach agreement
on all the paragraphs of the articles contained in part 5, it had
agreed on most of them. In certain cases it had been decided to
divide up the existing text into shorter articles, with the result
that part 5 now had more articles than before.

3. She drew attention to certain corrections to be made in the
report reflecting agreement reached since the finalization of the
document.

4. In order to facilitate the work of the Drafting Committee,
she would like to draw attention to the fact that the Working
Group had decided to substitute the word "charges" for the
word "indictment" and to replace the term "suspect" with a
formulation which would be clearer for the various legal
systems which would have to interpret the Statute, such as
"person in respect of whom there are grounds to believe that
he or she has committed a crime". She also wished to point
out that the use of the expression "reasonable basis" in
paragraph 1 of article 54 and the use of the expression
"sufficient basis" in paragraph 3 was not an accidental
inconsistency, but rather the result of a deliberate decision on
the part of the Working Group following discussion of the
issues involved. Similarly, the decision to divide up certain
articles and to combine certain paragraphs had been taken
after long discussion, with a view to achieving a delicate
balance on a number of substantive issues.

5. She thanked all delegations for their cooperation, and
hoped that the texts being submitted would meet with the
approval of the Committee.

6. The Chairman said he took it that it was the wish of the
Committee to refer the report of the Working Group to the
Drafting Committee.

7. It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 6.20p.m.
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