
125

(c) Against any natural-born or naturalized Maltese who, in any other
country, shall have become guilty of an offence against the safety of
the Government or of the offence mentioned in section 131, or of forgery
of any of the Government debentures referred to in section 174, or
of any of the documents referred to in section 175, or of the offence
mentioned in section 203 of this Code, or of any other offence against the
person of a subject of His Majesty, provided he shall not have been
tried for the same offence out of the Island of Malta and its Dependencies;

(d) Against any person who, being in these Islands, shall be a principal
or an accomplice in any of the crimes referred to in section 312, al'though
the crime shall have been committed outside these Islands:

Provided that no criminal action shall, in any case, be prosecuted
against the Governor or Officer Administering the Government for the
time being, the Bishop of Malta or the Bishop of Gozo.

Section 384. (1) The jurisdiction as between the Courts of Judicial
Police shall be determined:

(a) By the place where the offence has been committed; or
(b) If there is only one accused person or if, there being two or more

accused persons, they all reside in Malta, or all reside in Gozo or Comino,
by the place of his or their residence.

(2) If a person is charged with two or more offences committed in
different Islands, such person shall be tried by the Court within the
territorial jurisdiction of which the graver offence or, if the offences are
of equal gravity, the greater number of offences has been committed.

(3) If the place where the offence was committed is unknown and the
accused is one, or the accused are two or more, residing, however, within
the limits of the jurisdiction of the same Court, the jurisdiction shall be
solely determined by the place of his or their residence; or if the persons
accused reside in different Islands, the jurisdiction as between the
Courts shall be determined by the place of residence of the majority
of the persons accused; or if the number of the accused residing in
Malta and the number of the accused residing in Gozo or Comino
be the same, either Court shall be competent to try all the accused.

Note. The sections mentioned in section 5 deal with the following
subjects: section 131-disclosing official secrets; section 203-bigamy;
section 312-commercial or industrial fraud.

58. United States

(a) UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 18 (CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE),

AS REVISED BY ACT OF 25 JUNE 1948 AND LATER ACTS; "U.S. STATUTES

AT LARGE". VOL. 62, P. 683; "U.S. CODE ANNOTATED, TITLE 18"
(1950 ED.), P. 3.

§ 7. Special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States defined

The term "special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United
States", as used in this title, includes:



(1) The high seas, any other waters within the admiralty and
maritime jurisdiction of the United States and out of the jurisdiction
of any particular State, and any vessel belonging in whole or in part
to the United States or any citizen thereof, or to any corporation
created by or under the laws of the United States, or of any State,
Territory, District, or possession thereof, when such vessel is within
the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United States and out
of the jurisdiction of any particular State.

§ 9. Vessel of the United States defined

The term "vessel of the United States", as used in this title, means
a vessel belonging in whole or in part to the United States, or any
citizen thereof, or any corporation created by or under the laws of
the United States, or of any State, Territory, District, or possession
thereof.

§ 1082. Gambling ships

(a) It shall be unlawful for any citizen or resident of the United
States, or any other person who is on an American vessel or is otherwise
under or within the jurisdiction of the United States, directly or
indirectly:

(1) To set up, operate, or own or hold any interest in any gambling
ship or any gambling establishment on any gambling ship; or

(2) In pursuance of the operation of any gambling establishment
on any gambling ship, to conduct or deal any gambling game, or to
conduct or operate any gambling device, or to induce, entice, solicit,
or permit any person to bet or play at any such establishment;
If such gambling ship is on the high seas, or is an American vessel or
otherwise under or within the jurisdiction of the United States, and
is not within the jurisdiction of any State.

(b) Whoever violates the provisions of subsection (a) of this section
shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than
two years, or both.

(c) Whoever, being (1) the owner of an American vessel, or (2)
the owner of any vessel under or within the jurisdiction of the United
States, or (3) the owner of any vessel and being an American citizen,
shall use, or knowingly permit the use of, such vessel in violation of
any provision of this section shall, in addition to any other penalties
provided by this chapter, forfeit such vessel, together with her tackle,
apparel, and furniture, to the United States. (Added May 24, 1949,
c. 139, § 23, 63 Stat. 92.)

§ 11 l5. Iisconduct or neglect of ship officers

Every captain, engineer, pilot, or other person employed on any
steamboat or vessel, by whose misconduct, negligence, or inattention
to his duties on such vessel the life of any person is destroyed, and
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every owner, charterer, inspector, or other public officer, through
whose fraud, neglect, connivance, misconduct, or violation of law the
life of any person is destroyed, shall be fined not more than $10,000
or imprisonment not more than ten years, or both.

When the owner or charterer of any steamboat or vessel is a cor-
poration, any executive officer of such corporation, for the time being
actually charged with the control and management of the operation,
equipment, or navigation of such steamboat or vessel, who has knowingly
and willfully caused or allowed such fraud, neglect, connivance, mis-
conduct, or violation of law, by which the life of any person is destroyed,
shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than
ten years, or both.

§ 1651.. Piracy under law qf nations

Whoever, on the high seas, commits the crime of piracy as defined
by the law of nations, and is afterwards brought into or found in the
United States, shall be imprisoned for life.

§ 1652. Citizens as pirates

Whoever, being a citizen of the United States, commits any murder
or robbery, or any act of hostility against the United States, or against
any citizen thereof, on the high seas, under color of any commission
from any foreign prince, or state, or on pretense of authority from
any person, is a pirate, and shall be imprisoned for life.

§ 1653. Aliens as pirates

Whoever, being a citizen or subject of any foreign state, is found
and taken on the sea making war upon the United States, or cruising
against the vessels and property thereof, or of the citizens of the same,
contrary to the provisions of any treaty existing between the United
States and the state of which the offender is a citizen or subject, when
by such treaty such acts ar declared to be piracy, is a pirate, and
shall be imprisoned for life.

§ 1654. Arming or serving on privateers

Whoever, being a citizen of the United States, without the limits
thereof, fits out and arms, or attempts to fit out and arm or is concerned
in furnishing, fitting out, or arming any private vessel of war or
privateer, with intent that such vessel shall be employed to cruise or
commit hostilities upon the citizens of the United States or their
property; or

Whoever takes the command of or enters on board of any such vessel
with such intent; or

Whoever purchases any interest in any such vessel with a view to
share in the profits thereof;

Shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than
ten years, or both.



§ 1655. Assault'on commander as piracy

Whoever, being a seaman, lays violent hands upon his commander,
to hinder and prevent his fighting in defense of his vessel or the goods
intrusted to him, is a pirate, and shall be imprisoned for life.

§ 1656. Conversion or surrender qf vessel

Whoever, being a captain or other officer or mariner of a vessel
upon the high seas or on any other waters within the admiralty and
maritime jurisdiction of the United States, piratically or feloniously
runs away with such vessel, or with any goods or merchandise thereof,
to the value of $50 or over; or

Whoever yields up such vessel voluntarily to any pirate;
Shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than

ten years, or both.

§ 1657. Corruption of seamen and confederating with pirates

Whoever attempts to corrupt any commander, master, officer, or
mariner to yield up or to run away with any vessel, or any goods,
wares, or merchandise, or to turn pirate or to go over to or confederate
with pirates, or in any wise to trade with any pirate, knowing him
to be such; or

Whoever furnishes such pirate with any ammunition, stores, or
provisions of any kind; or

Whoever fits out any vessel knowingly and, with a design to trade
with, supply, or correspond with any pirate or robber upon the seas; or

Whoever consults, combines, confederates, or corresponds with any
pirate or robber upon the seas, knowing him to be guilty of any piracy
or robbery; or

Whoever, being a seaman, confines the master of any vessel;
Shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than

three years, or both.

§ 1658. Plunder of distressed vessel

(a) Whoever plunders, steals, or destroys any money, goods, mer-
chandise, or other effects from or belonging to any vessel in distress,
or wrecked, lost, stranded, or cast away, upon the sea, or upon any
reef, shoal, bank, or rocks of the sea, or in any other place within the
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United States, shall be
fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not more than ten years,
or both.

(b) Whoever willfully obstructs the escape of any person endeavoring
to save his life from such vessel, or the wreck thereof; or

Whoever holds out or shows any false light, or extinguishes any
true light, with intent to bring any vessel sailing upon the sea into
danger or distress or shipwreck;

Shall be imprisoned not less than ten years and may be imprisoned
for life.



§ 1659. Attack to plunder vessel

Whoever, upon the high seas or other waters within the admiralty
and maritime jurisdiction of the United States, by surprise or open
force, maliciously attacks or sets upon any vessel belonging to another,
with an intent unlawfully to plunder the same, or to despoil any owner
thereof of any moneys, goods, or merchandise laden on board thereof,
shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not more than
ten years, or both.

§ 1660. Receipt of pirate property

Whoever, without lawful authority, receives or takes into custody
any vessel, goods, or other property, feloniously taken by any robber
or pirate against the laws of the United States, knowing the same to
have been feloniously taken, shall be imprisoned not more than ten years.

§ 1661. Robbery ashore

Whoever, being engaged in any piratical cruise or enterprise, or
being of the crew of any piratical vessel; lands from such vessel and
commits robbery on shore, is a pirate, and shall be imprisoned for life.

§ 2191. Cruelty to seamen

Whoever, being the master or officer of a vessel of the United States,
on the high seas, or on any other waters within the admiralty and
maritime jurisdiction of the United States, flogs, beats, wounds, or
without justifiable cause, imprisons any of the crew of such vessel, or
withholds from them suitable food and nourishment, or inflicts upon
them any corporal or other cruel and unusual punishment, shall be
fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than five years,
or both.

§ 2192. Incitation of seamen to revolt or mutiny

Whoever, being of the crew of a vessel of the United States, on the
high seas, 'or on any other waters within the admiralty and maritime
jurisdiction of the United States, endeavors to make a revolt or mutiny
on board such vessel, or combines, conspires, or confederates with any
other person on board to make such revolt or mutiny, or solicits,
incites, or stirs up any other of the crew to disobey or resist the lawful
orders of the master or other officer of such vessel, or to refuse or
neglect his proper duty on board thereof, or to betray his proper trust,
or assembles with others in a tumultuous and mutinous manner, or
makes a riot on board thereof, or unlawfully confines the master or
other commanding officer thereof, shall be fined not more than $1,000
or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.
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§ 2193. Revolt or mutiny of seamen

Whoever, being of the crew of a vessel of the United States, on the
high seas, or on any other waters within the admiralty and maritime
jurisdiction of the United States, unlawfully and with force, or by
fraud, or intimidation, usurps the command of such vessel from the
master or other lawful officer in command thereof, or deprives him
of authority and command on board, or resists or prevents him in
the free and lawful exercise thereof, or transfers such authority and
command to another not lawfully entitled thereto, is guilty of a revolt
and mutiny, and shall be fined not more than $2,000 or imprisoned
not more than ten years, or both.

§ 2194. Shanghaiing sailors

Whoever, with intent that any person shall perform service or labor
of any kind on board of any vessel engaged in trade and commerce
among the several States or with foreign nations, or on board of any
vessel of the United States engaged in navigating the high seas or
any navigable water of the United States, procures or induces, or
attempts to procure or induce, another, by force or threats or by
representations which he knows or believes to be untrue, or while
the person so procured or induced is intoxicated or under the influence
of any drug, to go on board of any such vessel, or to sign or in anywise
enter into any agreement to go on board of any such vessel to perform
service or labor thereon; or

Whoever knowingly detains on board of any such vessel any person
so procured or induced to go on board, or to enter into any agreement
to go on board, by any means herein defined;

Shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than
one year, or both.

§ 2195. Abandonment of sailors

Whoever, being master or commander of a vessel of the United
States, while abroad, maliciously and without justifiable cause forces
any officer or mariner of such vessel on shore, in order to leave him
behind in any foreign port or place, or refuses to bring home again
all such officers and mariners of such vessel whom he carried out with
him, as are in a condition to return and willing to return, when he
is ready to proceed on his'homeward voyage, shall be fined not more
than $500 or imprisoned not more than six months, or both.

§ 2196. Drunkenness or neglect of duty by seamen

Whoever, being a master, officer, radio operator, seaman, apprentice
or other person employed on any merchant vessel, by willful breach
of duty, or by reason of drunkenness, does any act tending to the
immediate loss or destruction of, or serious damage to, such vessel,
or tending immediately to endanger the life or limb of any person
belonging to or on board of such vessel; or, by willful breach of duty



or by neglect of duty or by reason of drunkenness, refuses or omits
to do any lawful act proper and requisite to be done by him for
preserving such vessel from immediate loss, destruction, or serious
damage, or for preserving any person belonging to or on board of
such ship from immediate danger to life or limb, shall be imprisoned
not more than one year.

§ 2197. Misuse of federal certificate, license or document

Whoever, not being lawfully entitled thereto, uses, exhibits, or
attempts to use or exhibit, or, with intent unlawfully to use the same,
receives or possesses any certificate, license, or document issued to
vessels, or officers or seamen by any officer or employee of the United
States authorized by law to issue the same; or

Whoever, without authority, alters or attempts to alter any such
certificate, license, or document by addition, interpolation, deletion,
or erasure; or

Whoever forges, counterfeits, or steals, or attempts to forge, counter-
feit, or steal, any such certificate, license, or document; or unlawfully
possesses or knowingly uses any such altered, changed, forged, counter-
feit, or stolen certificate, license, or document; or

Whoever, without authority, prints or manufactures any blank form
of such certificate, license, or document; or

Whoever possesses without lawful excuse, and with intent unlawfully
to use the same, any blank form of such certificate, license, or docu-
ment; or

Whoever, in any manner, transfers or negotiates such transfer of,
any blank form of such certificate, license, or document, or any such
altered, forged, counterfeit, or stolen certificate, license, or document,
or any such certificate, license, or document to which the party trans-
ferring or receiving the same is not lawfully entitled;

Shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not more than
five years, or both.

§ 2271. Conspiracy to destroy vessels

Whoever, on the high seas, or within the United States, willfully
and corruptly conspires, combines, and confederates with any other
person, such other person being either within or without the United
States, to cast away or otherwise destroy any vessel, with intent to
injure any person that may have underwritten or may thereafter
underwrite any policy of insurance thereon or on goods on board
thereof, or with intent to injure any person that has lent or advanced,
or may lend or advance, any money on such vessel on bottomry or
respondentia; or

Whoever, within the United States, builds, or fits out any vessel
to be cast away or destroyed, with like intent;

Shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than
ten years, or both.



§ 2272. Destruction of vessel by owner

Whoever, upon the high seas or on any other waters within the
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United States, willfully
and corrupt!y casts away or otherwise destroys any vessel of which
he is owner, in whole or in part, with intent to injure any person that
may underwrite any policy of insurance thereon, or any merchant
that may have goods thereon, or any other owner of such vessel, shall
be imprisoned for life or for any term of years.

§ 2273. Destruction of vessel by nonowner

Whoever, not being an owner, upon the high seas or on any other
waters within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United
States, willfully and corruptly casts away or otherwise destroys any
vessel of the United States to which he belongs, or willfully attempts
the destruction thereof, shall be imprisoned not more than ten years.

§ 2274. Destruction or misuse of vessel by person in charge

Whoever, being the owner, master or person in charge or command
of any private vessel, foreign or domestic, or a member of the crew
or other person, within the territorial waters of the United States,
willfully causes or permits the destruction or injury of such vessel or
knowingly permits said vessel to be used as a place of resort for any
person conspiring with another or preparing to commit any offense
against the United States, or any offense in violation of the treaties
of the United States or of the obligations of the United States under
the law of nations, or to defraud the United States; or knowingly
permits such vessels to be used in violation of the rights and obligations
of the United States under the law of nations, shall be fined not more
than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.

In case such vessels are so used, with the knowledge of the owner
or master or other person in charge or command thereof, the vessel,
together with her tackle, apparel, furniture, and equipment, shall
be subject to seizure and forfeiture to the United States in the same
manner as merchandise is forfeited for violation of the customs revenue
laws.

§ 2275. Firing or tampering with vessels

Whoever sets fire to any vessel of foreign registry or any vessel of
American registry entitled to engage in commerce with foreign nations,
or to any vessel of the United States, or to the cargo of the same, or
tampers with the motive power or instrumentalities of navigation of
such vessel, or places bombs or explosives in or upon such vessel, or
does any other act to or upon such vessel while within the jurisdiction
of the United States, or, if such vessel is of American registry, while
she is on the high seas, with intent to injure or endanger the safety
of the vessel or of her cargo, or of persons on board, whether the injury
or danger is so intended to take place within the jurisdiction of the
United States, or after the vessel shall have departed therefrom and
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whoever attempts to do so shall be fined not more than $10,000 or
imprisoned not more than twenty years, or both.

§ 2276. Breaking and entering vessel

Whoever, upon the high seas or on any other waters within the
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United States, and out of
the jurisdiction of any particular State, breaks or enters any vessel
with intent to commit any felony, or maliciously cuts, spoils, or destroys
any cordage, cable, buoys, buoy rope, head fast, or other fast, fixed
to the anchor or moorings belonging to any vessel, shall be fined not
more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

§ 2277. Explosives or dangerous weapons aboard vessels

(a) Whoever brings, carries, or possesses any dangerous weapons,
instrument, or device, or any dynamite, nitroglycerin, or other explosive
article or compound on board of any vessel registered, enrolled, or
licensed under the laws of the United States, or any vessel purchased,
requisitioned, chartered, or taken over by the United States pursuant
to the provisions of Act June 6, 1941, ch. 174, 55 Stat. 242, as amended,
without previously obtaining the permission of the owner or the master
of such vessel; or

Whoever brings, carries, or possesses any such weapon or explosive
on board of any vessel in the possession and under the control of the
United States or which has been seized and forfeited by the United
States or upon which a guard has been placed by the United States
pursuant to the provisions of section 191 of title 50, without previously
obtaining the permission of the captain of the port in which such
vessel is located, shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned
not more than one year, or both.

(b) This section shall not apply to the personnel of the Armed
Forces of the United States or to officers or employees of the United
States or of a State or of a political subdivision thereof, while acting
in the performance of their duties, who are authorized by law or by
rules or regulations to own or possess any such weapon or explosive.

§ 2278. Explosives on vessels carrying steerage passengers

Whoever, being the master of a steamship or other vessel referred
to in section 151 of title 46, except as otherwise expressly provided by
law, takes, carries, or has on board of any such vessel any nitroglycerin,
dynamite, or any other explosive article or compound, or any vitriol or
like acids, or gunpowder, except for the ship's use, or any article
or number of articles, whether as a cargo or ballast, which, by reason of
the nature or quantity or mode of storage thereof, shall, either singly
or collectively, be likely to endanger the health or lives of the passen-
gers or the safety of the vessel, shall be fined not more than $1,000 or
imprisoned not more than one year, or both.



§'2279. Boarding vessels before arrival

Whoever, not being in the United States service, and not being
duly authorized by law for the purpose, goes on board any vessel
about to arrive at the place of her destination, before her actual arrival,
and before she has been completely moored, shall be fined not more
than $200 or imprisoned not more than six months, or both.

The master of such vessel may take any such person into custody,
and deliver him up forthwith to any law enforcement officer, to be
by him taken before any committing magistrate, to be dealt with
according to law.

§ 3238. Offenses not committed in any district

The trial of all offenses begun or committed upon the high seas,
or elsewhere out of the jurisdiction of any particular State or district,
shall be in the district where the offender is found, or into which he
is first brought.

(b) CIVIL AERONAUTICS ACT, 23 JUNE 1938, AS AMENDED. "U.S. STATUTES

AT LARGE", VOL. 52 (1938), pp. 977, 1017; "U.S. CODE ANNO-
TATED, TITLE 49" (1951 SUPPLEMENTARY PAMPHLET), P. 331.

§ 903 (U.S. Code, Title 49, § 623). (a) The trial of any offense
under this chapter shall be in the district in which such offense is
committed; or if the offense is committed upon the high seas, or out
of the jurisdiction of any particular State or district, the trial shall
be in the district where the offender may be found or into which he
shall be first brought. Whenever the offense is begun in one jurisdiction
and completed in another it may be dealt with, inquired of, tried,
determined, and punished in either jurisdiction in the same manner
as if the offense had been actually and wholly committed therein.

(c) CONSULAR REGULATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES. ANNOTATED EDITION

OF MAY 1930, WITH AMENDMENTS.

Article XXI. Mutiny and Insubordination, and the Transportation of Persons
Charged with Crimes Against the United States.

Section 355. Transportation of persons charged with crime. When, however,
mutiny or other grave offense against the laws of the United States
shall have been committed on board an American vessel on the high
seas, and without the jurisdiction of any State, it is the duty of the con-
sular officer into whose district the vessel may come to take the deposi-
tions necessary to establish the facts in the fullest manner possible. If
the circumstances demand that the offenders should be sent to the United
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States for trial, he may apply to the local authorities for means to secure
and detain them while they remain in port; and in all cases where the
vessel is not bound for the United States he is directed to procure at
least two of the principal witnesses to be sent along with the prisoners.
And he will, at the same time, promptly transmit certified copies of all
the depositions, together with a carefully prepared report of all the facts
and proceedings that may aid in establishing the guilt of the offenders,
to the United States attorney for the district to which the prisoners
are sent, and also a like report of the case to the Department of State.
When practicable to do so, consuls should send the witnesses to the United
States in the same ship with the accused, and in all cases should endeavor
to get witnesses to the place of trial as soon as possible after the arrival
of the accused.

Section 356. General principles of jurisdiction. The general principle on
which such offenses are exempted from the cognizance of foreign tribu-
nals is, as stated by Wheaton, that the public and private vessels of
every nation, on the high seas, and out of the territorial limits of any
other State, are subject to the jurisdiction of the State to which they
belong. This jurisdiction, however, is exclusive only so far as respects
offenses against its own municipal laws. It is accordingly otherwise with
piracy and other crimes against the law of nations. It is asserted that a
vessel while upon the high seas is to be regarded as a part of the country
whose flag she bears, and that therefore all offenses and crimes against
the laws of the country are cognizable by its tribunals alone; and that,
as the municipal laws of the State provide for the punishment of offenders
in its territory, whether foreigners or its own citizens or subjects, so also
this cognizance embraces all persons, without regard to nationality,
who have committed offenses against its laws upon its vessels when on
the high seas. Whenever, therefore, jurisdiction over offenses or crimes
so committed on American vessels is asserted and exercised, as has some-
times been the case, by the courts of a foreign country, it is the duty of
the consular officer to protest against any and all proceedings, and to
report the facts and circumstances to the Department of State and to
the diplomatic representative of the United States, if there be one
accredited to the country. Dana's Wheaton, pp. 106-107.

59. Uruguay

(a) PENAL CODE, 4 DECEMBER 1933. L. JIMINEZ DE AsfJA AND F. CARSI
ZACARI#S, C6DIOOS PENALES IBEROAMERICANOS (1946), VOL. II, PP.

728-729. TRANSLATION BY THE SECRETARIAT OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

Article 9. Criminal Law and the territory. An offence committed within
the territory of the Republic, whether by a citizen or an alien, shall
be punishable according to Uruguayan law, subject to the exceptions
laid down by the domestic public law or by international law.

If a person is convicted abroad of an offence committed within the
national territory, the penalty already suffered, whether wholly or
partly, shall be taken into account in awarding the new sentence.


