
LXXXV. NORWAYsS

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION OF NORWAY RELATED TO
TERRORISM

Norway adopted on 5 October 2001 a Provisional Ordinance in order to
implement Security Council resolution 1373 (2001)56. The Provisional Ordinance,
in Sections 2 and 3, made it a serious criminal offence to finance directly or
indirectly terrorist acts and require the Norwegian authorities to immediately
freeze any assets or funds belonging to any person or entity suspected of such acts.

Other relevant Norwegian laws include the General Civil Penal Code
(hereinafter referred to as the "Penal Code"), the Criminal Procedure Act, the
Security Act, the Immigration Act, the Financial Institutions Act and other
relevant legislation as well as supplementa~ regulations57

• Some of these
provisions are explained in further detail below5

.

The obligation to criminalize the financing of terrorism has been
replaced by the new Sections 147 (a) and (b) of the Penal Code. A person who
finances terrorist acts will in principle be considered to be an accomplice with
regard to the terrorist act itself (the term "accomplice" is defined in the new
Section 147 (a). According to the new Section 147 (a), such a person is liable to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 21 years. In those cases where Section 147
(a) is not applicable, the new Section 147 (b) overlaps and expands the criminal
liability for funding terrorism.

Section 147 (b), first paragraph, attaches criminal liability to those who
obtain or collect funds or other financial assets in order that these fmancial assets

55 Transmitted to the Secretariat by that Government on 26 November 2001 (5/200111138,
enclosure), 8 July 2002 (5/20021791, enclosure) and 12 February 2003 (S/2003/265,
enclosure).
56 According to the Norwegian Constitution, a Provisional Ordinance has the same legal
status as an Act passed by the Parliament. In order to replace the Provisional Ordinance and
establish permanent legislation the Parliament passed a bill on 17 June 2002 amending a
number of acts so as to establish legislative measures against acts of terrorism and the
financing of terrorism.
57 The Norwegian National Security Commission, which assessed whether the Norwegian
legislation is adequate for preventing and prosecuting terrorist acts in Norway or against
Norwegian interests, established in 1993 that Norwegian criminal legislation must be
"presumed to include concrete penal provisions that cover any kind of act a terrorist could
conceivably commit."
58 It should be noted that Norwegian criminal law is in general characterized by moderate
maximum penalties, in harmony with Nordic legal tradition. Unless otherwise expressly
stated, imprisonment may be imposed for a term of from 14 days to 15 years (cf. Section 17
of the Penal Cede). Imprisoument may never exceed 21 years, no matter how grave the
felony. Norway is, however, considering revising its maximum penalty. In a grcen Paper
presented by the Government in June 2002, it is proposed to increase the maximum penalty
from 21 years to 30 years ofimprisoument.
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