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Article 19. E"ect of this chapter
!is chapter is without prejudice to the international responsibility, under other 

provisions of these articles, of the State which commits the act in question, or of any 
other State.

Commentary
(1) Article 19 serves three purposes. First, it preserves the responsibility of the State which 
has committed the internationally wrongful act, albeit with the aid or assistance, under 
the direction and control or subject to the coercion of another State. It recognizes that the 
attribution of international responsibility to an assisting, directing or coercing State does 
not preclude the responsibility of the assisted, directed or coerced State.
(2) Secondly, the article makes clear that the provisions of chapter IV are without preju-
dice to any other basis for establishing the responsibility of the assisting, directing or 
coercing State under any rule of international law de%ning particular conduct as wrongful. 
&e phrase “under other provisions of these articles” is a reference, inter alia, to article 23 
(Force majeure), which might a'ect the question of responsibility. &e phrase also draws 
attention to the fact that other provisions of the dra( articles may be relevant to the State 
committing the act in question, and that chapter IV in no way precludes the issue of its 
responsibility in that regard.
(3) &irdly, article 19 preserves the responsibility “of any other State” to whom the interna-
tionally wrongful conduct might also be attributable under other provisions of the articles.
(4) &us, article 19 is intended to avoid any contrary inference in respect of responsibility 
which may arise from primary rules, precluding certain forms of assistance, or from acts 
otherwise attributable to any State under chapter II. &e article covers both the implicated 
and the acting State. It makes it clear that chapter IV is concerned only with situations in 
which the act which lies at the origin of the wrong is an act committed by one State and not 
by the other. If both States commit the act, then that situation would fall within the realm 
of co-perpetrators, dealt with in chapter II.


