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  Text of Article 13 (1) (b) and (2) 
 
 

 1. The General Assembly shall initiate studies and make recommendations 
for the purpose of: ….. 

 (b) promoting international cooperation in the economic, social, cultural, 
educational, and health fields, and assisting in the realization of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or 
religion. 

 2. The further responsibilities, functions and powers of the General 
Assembly with respect to matters mentioned in paragraph 1 (b) above are set forth 
in Chapters IX and X. 
 
 

  Introductory note 
 
 

1. The general structure of this study follows that of Article 13 (1) (b) and (2) in the 
Repertory, Supplement No. 7. 
 
 
 

  Summary of practice 
 
 

 A. Studies initiated by the 
General Assembly 

 
 

 1. General 
 

2. The majority of resolutions initiating studies were 
adopted on reports of the Second Committee, dealing 
with economic and financial questions, and the Third 
Committee, dealing with social, humanitarian and 
cultural questions. However, several of the requested 
studies originated from resolutions without reference to 
a Main Committee and resolutions adopted on reports 
of the Special Political and Decolonization Committee. 
Furthermore, some requested studies originated from 
resolutions adopted on reports of the Sixth Committee, 
dealing with legal questions. 

3. As in the past, the term “study” was broadly 
interpreted, and the General Assembly continued to 
exercise its authority to initiate the preparation of 
various studies. Thus, the Assembly initiated a wide 
variety of studies, including papers,1 analysis,2 
systematic analysis,3 reviews,4 global reviews,5 
__________________ 

 1 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/72. 
 2 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/212. 
 3 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/215. 
 4 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/179. 
 5 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/238. 

comprehensive reviews,6 periodic reviews,7 plans,8 
programmes,9 action-oriented programmes,10 
comprehensive studies,11 completed update studies,12 
background documents,13 materials,14 teaching 
materials and teaching aids,15 reports,16 preliminary 
reports,17 preliminary oral reports,18 provisional 
reports,19 written reports,20 interim reports,21 progress 
reports,22 further progress reports,23 periodic reports,24 
regular reports,25 detailed reports,26 updated reports,27 
__________________ 
 6 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/103. 
 7 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/118. 
 8 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/187. 
 9 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/67. 
 10 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/212. 
 11 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/157. 
 12 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/171. 
 13 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/70. 
 14 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/64. 
 15 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/52. 
 16 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/224. 
 17 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/163. 
 18 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/96. 
 19 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/133. 
 20 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/96. 
 21 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/180. 
 22 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/236 
 23 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/105. 
 24 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/69. 
 25 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/27B. 
 26 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/91. 
 27 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/64. 
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updated and substantive reports,28 comprehensive 
reports,29 annual reports,30 full reports31 and final 
reports.32 On several occasions, the Assembly also 
initiated the exchange of information or experience;33 
the preparation and issuance of model legislation;34 the 
undertaking of research,35 assessments36 or 
evaluations;37 the drafting of inventories,38 or costs of 
activities;39 the provision of pertinent,40 relevant41 or 
detailed42 information; and the submission of views,43 
views and proposals,44 comments45 and specific views 
and concrete comments.46 
 

 2. Studies requested from the Economic and 
Social Council and its subsidiary bodies 

 

4. The Assembly continued its practice of requesting 
that the Economic and Social Council and its 
subsidiary bodies, alone or in conjunction with other 
entities, undertake the preparation of studies relating to 
international cooperation in the economic, social, 
cultural, educational and health fields and assisting in 
the realization of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. Such requests were addressed to the Council 
itself47 as well as its functional commissions,48  
regional commissions,49 subcommissions,50 preparatory 
bodies,51 expert bodies52 and working groups.53 In 
many instances, the Assembly addressed the Council’s 
__________________ 
 28 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/205. 
 29 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/99. 
 30 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/69. 
 31 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/87. 
 32 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/163. 
 33 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/212. 
 34 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/52. 
 35 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/113. 
 36 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/134. 
 37 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/189. 
 38 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/18. 
 39 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/50 II. 
 40 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/47 H. 
 41 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/87. 
 42 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/50 II. 
 43 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/156. 
 44 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/62. 
 45 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/101. 
 46 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/97. 
 47 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/52. 
 48 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/147. 
 49 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/103. 
 50 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/134. 
 51 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/116. 
 52 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/207. 
 53 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/163. 

subsidiary bodies in conjunction with other entities. 
For instance, by its resolution 44/77, the Assembly, as 
in the previous review period, requested the Secretary-
General to invite Governments, organizations of the 
United Nations system, including the regional 
commissions and the specialized agencies, and 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations 
to report periodically on activities undertaken at all 
levels to implement the Nairobi Forward-looking 
Strategies for the Advancement of Women. 

5. Although the Council and its subsidiary bodies 
were predominantly requested to undertake the 
preparation of studies initiated alone, in some instances 
the Assembly requested that the preparation be 
undertaken in cooperation with, and with the assistance 
of, others. For instance, by its resolution 44/69, the 
Assembly requested the Commission on Human Rights 
to intensify, in cooperation with the Special Committee 
against Apartheid, its efforts to compile periodically 
the progressive list of individuals, organizations, 
institutions and representatives of States deemed 
responsible for crimes enumerated in article II of the 
Convention on the Suppression and punishment of the 
Crime of Apartheid, as well as those against whom or 
which legal proceedings had been undertaken. 

6. The majority of the studies requested for the 
preparation by the Council and its subsidiary bodies 
related to subjects discussed in the Second and Third 
Committee, namely, issues relating to economic and 
financial questions, and social, humanitarian and 
cultural questions, respectively. 

 (a) Studies requested related to subjects discussed 
in the Second Committee: economic and 
financial questions 

 

7. During the period under review, the Assembly 
continued to request that the Council and its subsidiary 
bodies prepare studies on the social and economic 
aspect of issues discussed in the Second Committee, 
for example, the integration of women in 
development54 and cultural development.55 

8. The Assembly also requested that the Council and 
its subsidiary bodies undertake the preparation of such 
studies not previously prepared by them or given a new 
or more defined focus. Such subjects included traffic in 
__________________ 

 54 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/171. 
 55 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/105. 
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toxic and dangerous products and wastes;56 the World 
Decade for Cultural Development;57 and women, 
environment, population and sustainable 
development.58 
 

 (b) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the Third Committee: social, humanitarian and 
cultural questions 

 

9. The Assembly continued to request that the 
Council and its subsidiary bodies prepare a number of 
studies with respect to social, humanitarian and 
cultural questions that had been discussed in the Third 
Committee in previous review periods. With regard to 
social and economic development, studies were 
requested on, inter alia, the policies and programmes 
involving youth.59 

10. The Assembly also continued to request that the 
Council and its subsidiary bodies undertake various 
studies relating to narcotics, inter alia, the 
enhancement of the United Nations structure for drug 
abuse control.60 

11. Studies initiated on crime prevention and criminal 
justice during the period under review included 
international cooperation in combating organized 
crime;61 the Model Treaty on Extradition;62 the Model 
Treaty on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters;63 the 
Model Treaty on the Transfer of Proceedings in 
Criminal Matters;64 and the Model Treaty on the 
Transfer of Supervision of Offenders Conditionally 
Sentenced or Conditionally Released.65 

12. On questions relating to human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, the Council and its subsidiary 
bodies were requested to undertake studies on, inter alia, 
the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination;66 the popular participation in its 
various forms as an important factor in development 
and in the full realization of all human rights;67 the 
__________________ 
 56 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/226. 
 57 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/189. 
 58 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/167. 
 59 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/154. 
 60 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/179. 
 61 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/71. 
 62 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/116. 
 63 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/117. 
 64 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/118. 
 65 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/119. 
 66 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/52. 
 67 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/53. 

development of public information activities in the 
field of human rights;68 the status of United Nations 
human rights conventions, including the status of the 
International Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid;69 the 
elimination of all forms of religious intolerance;70 the 
enhancement of the effectiveness of the principle of 
periodic and genuine elections;71 respect for the 
principles of national sovereignty and non-interference 
in the internal affairs of States in their electoral 
processes;72 human rights based on solidarity;73 the 
question of enforced or involuntary disappearances;74 
the enlargement of the Commission on Human Rights 
and the further promotion of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms;75 the World Conference on 
Human Rights;76 human rights and extreme poverty;77 
human rights and mass exoduses;78 the United Nations 
Year for Tolerance;79 the International Year of the 
World’s Indigenous People (1993);80 and the 
International Decade of the World’s Indigenous 
People.81 

13. With regard to social progress and development, 
including women, the Assembly requested the Council 
and its subsidiary bodies to undertake the preparation 
of studies on subjects not previously prepared by them 
or given a new or more defined focus. Such subjects 
included, inter alia, the right to development;82 the 
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking 
Strategies for the Advancement of Women;83 the need 
to ensure a healthy environment for the well-being of 
individuals;84 and the negative social consequences of 
alcohol use.85 
 

__________________ 
 68 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/61. 
 69 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/69. 
 70 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/131. 
 71 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/146. 
 72 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/147. 
 73 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/148. 
 74 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/160. 
 75 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/167. 
 76 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/155. 
 77 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/121. 
 78 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/127. 
 79 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/124. 
 80 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/133. 
 81 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/163. 
 82 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/62. 
 83 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/77. 
 84 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/94. 
 85 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/134. 
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 3. Studies requested from the subsidiary bodies of 
the General Assembly 

 

14. As in the past, the Assembly requested its own 
subsidiary bodies to undertake the preparation of 
studies in accordance with its authority pursuant to 
Article 13 (1) (b). These requests were mostly directed 
to intergovernmental bodies established by the 
Assembly, for example the Special Committee against 
Apartheid,86 the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples,87 the Committee on Information,88 and 
the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices 
Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People 
and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories.89 Some 
studies were also directed to ad hoc committees, 
including the Ad Hoc Committee for the Establishment 
of an International Criminal Court.90 In some 
instances, the Assembly requested its subsidiary bodies 
to undertake the preparation of studies in consultation 
with others.91 

15. Studies to be prepared by the Assembly’s 
subsidiary bodies on issues dealt with in Article 13 (1) 
(b) were, for the most part, subjects discussed without 
reference to a Main Committee, subjects discussed in 
the First Committee, concerning disarmament and 
related international security questions, and subjects 
discussed in the Special Political and Decolonization 
Committee. 
 

 (a) Studies requested related to subjects without 
reference to a Main Committee 

 

16. As in the past, the Assembly requested its 
subsidiary bodies to undertake studies with respect to 
subjects discussed in previous review periods, such as 
the policies of apartheid of the Government of South 
Africa, including the relations between South Africa 
and Israel,92 the oil embargo against South Africa,93 
and the military collaboration with South Africa,94 as 
well as the dissemination of information on 
__________________ 
 86 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/27 F. 
 87 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/33. 
 88 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/50 II. 
 89 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/74 A-G. 
 90 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/53. 
 91 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/48 A. 
 92 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/176 D. 
 93 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/176 F. 
 94 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/176 C. 

decolonization95 and the right of peoples to self-
determination and independence.96 
 

 (b) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the First Committee: disarmament and related 
international security questions 

 

17. During the period under review, the Assembly 
requested its subsidiary bodies to prepare studies with 
respect to subjects previously discussed by the First 
Committee. Studies were requested regarding the 
prevention of an arms race in outer space97 as well as 
in the field of disarmament relating to the prevention 
of an arms race on the seabed, ocean floor and in the 
subsoil thereof.98 Studies were also requested 
regarding general and complete disarmament:99 These 
included studies relating to the cessation and 
prohibition of the production of fissionable material for 
nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive 
devices,100 the role of the United Nations in the field 
of disarmament,101 the prohibition of the dumping of 
radioactive wastes102 and a study regarding how the 
Conference on Disarmament could best contribute to 
progress in the areas of the cessation of the nuclear 
arms race, nuclear disarmament and the prevention of 
nuclear war.103 

18. Under the issue of general and complete 
disarmament, the Assembly also requested that studies 
be undertaken with respect to specified subjects not 
previously prepared by its subsidiary bodies or given a 
new or more defined focus, for example, conventional 
arms control at the regional and subregional levels.104 
 

 (c) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the Special Political and Decolonization Committee 

 

19. During the period under review, the Assembly 
continued to request its subsidiary bodies to prepare 
studies with respect to questions previously discussed 
in the Special Political and Decolonization Committee, 
__________________ 
 95 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/102. 
 96 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/34. 
 97 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/55. 
 98 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/116 O. 
 99 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/116. 
 100 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/116 H. 
 101 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/116 Q. 
 102 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/36 K. 
 103 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/119 E. 
 104 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/75 J. 
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including questions relating to information.105 Studies 
were also requested relating to the reports of the 
Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices 
Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People 
and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories, including 
the treatment of civilians in detention,106 the illegal 
exploitation of natural wealth, resources and labour of 
those occupied territories,107 the use of toxic gas and 
the killing and wounding of defenceless 
demonstrators.108 
 

 (d) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the Sixth Committee: legal questions 

 

20. With respect to subjects discussed in the Sixth 
Committee, the Assembly requested, for the first time, 
that a study be undertaken on the establishment of an 
international criminal court.109 
 

 4. Studies requested from the Secretary-General 
alone or in conjunction with others 

 

21. During the period under review, the Assembly 
continued to request that the Secretary-General alone 
or in conjunction with others undertake the preparation 
of studies relating to international cooperation in the 
economic, social, cultural, educational and health 
fields, as well as human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 

22. As in the past, the Assembly entrusted the 
preparation of studies mostly to the Secretary-General 
alone. However, the Assembly continued its practice of 
requesting that the Secretary-General undertake the 
preparation of studies in cooperation, consultation, or 
collaboration with entities part of the United Nations, 
including the specialized agencies;110 subsidiary and 
ad hoc bodies of the Assembly;111 and programmes,112 
organizations, organs and bodies of the United Nations 
system.113 In the preparation of studies, the Secretary-
General was also requested to cooperate, consult or 
collaborate with entities not part of the United Nations 
system, such as scientific, technical and  
__________________ 
 105 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/76 B. 
 106 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/48 A. 
 107 Ibid. 
 108 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/74 A. 
 109 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/53. 
 110 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/238. 
 111 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/139. 
 112 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/224. 
 113 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/185. 

academic organizations;114 international organizations 
and institutions;115 and intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations.116 The Assembly also 
continued its practice of requesting that the Secretary-
General undertake the preparation of studies in 
consultation with and with the assistance of, inter alia, 
Member States117 and experts.118 
 

 (a) Studies requested related to subjects without 
reference to a Main Committee 

 

23. With regard to subjects without reference to a 
Main Committee, the Assembly continued to request 
that the Secretary-General undertake the preparation of 
studies related to subjects covered in previous review 
periods, for example, the achievements of the 
International Year of Peace;119 the implementation of 
the Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace;120 
and return or restitution of cultural property to the 
countries of origin.121 The Assembly also continued to 
request that several studies be undertaken on policies 
of apartheid of the Government of South Africa, 
including the imposition, coordination and strict 
monitoring of measures against racist South Africa;122 
the international financial pressure on the apartheid 
economy of South Africa;123 concerted international 
action for the elimination of apartheid;124 and 
international efforts to eradicate apartheid.125 

24. During the period under review, the Assembly 
also requested that the Secretary-General prepare 
studies with respect to subjects not previously prepared 
by him or given a new or more defined focus. Such 
studies within the subject area of Article 13 (1) (b) 
included the uprising (intifada) of the Palestinian 
people;126 the International Decade for the Eradication 
of Colonialism (1990-2000);127 electoral assistance to 
__________________ 
 114 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/62. 
 115 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/212. 
 116 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/103. 
 117 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/58. 
 118 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/64. 
 119 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/11. 
 120 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/14. 
 121 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/10. 
 122 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/27 D. 
 123 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/27 E. 
 124 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/27 K. 
 125 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/176 A. 
 126 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/2. 
 127 See, e.g., GA decision 44/429. 
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Haiti;128 the situation of democracy and human rights 
in Haiti;129 programmes and activities to promote 
peace in the world;130 the International Year of the 
World’s Indigenous People (1993);131 the International 
Year of the Family;132 emergency action to combat 
locust infestation in Africa;133 the regional conference 
on assistance to refugees, returnees and displaced 
persons in the Great Lakes region;134 the situation in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina;135 and the International 
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction.136 Relating to 
the issue of peace, the Assembly requested that the 
Secretary-General for the first time submit a report on 
the World Week of Peace.137 
 

 (b) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the First Committee: disarmament and related 
international security questions 

 

25. During the period under review, the Assembly 
continued its practice of requesting that the Secretary-
General prepare studies relating to the social and 
economic aspect of subjects under continuous 
discussions in the First Committee. 

26. Studies related to subjects covered in previous 
review periods included South Africa’s evolution in the 
nuclear field,138 strengthening security and cooperation 
in the Mediterranean region,139 general and complete 
disarmament140 and the relationship between 
disarmament and development.141 The Secretary-
General was also requested to report on science and 
technological developments and their impact on 
international security,142 the implementation of the 
Declaration of Denuclearization of Africa,143 the 
implementation of transparency in armaments,144 the 
__________________ 

 128 See, e.g., GA decision 45/2. 
 129 See, e.g., GA decision 46/7. 
 130 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/14. 
 131 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/75. 
 132 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/237. 
 133 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/20. 
 134 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/7. 
 135 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/10. 
 136 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/22 A and B. 
 137 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/244. 
 138 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/113 B. 
 139 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/58. 
 140 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/116. 
 141 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/58 L. 
 142 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/60 A. 
 143 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/34 A. 
 144 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/36 L. 

transfer of high technology with military 
applications,145 verification in all its aspects, including 
the role of the United Nations in the field of 
verification,146 and the implementation of the 
Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace.147 

27. The Secretary-General was also requested to 
prepare studies on the review of the implementation of 
the recommendations and decisions adopted by the 
Assembly at its twelfth special session, such as the 
implementation, achievements and shortcomings of the 
World Disarmament Campaign,148 the implementation 
of the United Nations Regional Centres for Peace and 
Development in various regions,149 the implementation 
of the United Nations Disarmament Fellowship, 
Training and Advisory Services Programme150 and the 
implementation of regional confidence-building 
measures.151 

28. The Secretary-General was also requested to 
prepare studies on the review of the implementation of 
the recommendations and decisions adopted by the 
Assembly at its tenth special session, such as the 
transfer of high technology with military 
applications.152 

29. The Secretary-General was requested to pursue 
studies regarding the progress achieved in the 
establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in regions 
such as the Middle East,153 South Asia154 and 
Africa.155 

30. Regarding Antarctica, studies requested included 
the implementation of the exclusion of South Africa 
from the meetings of the Antarctic Treaty Consultative 
Parties,156 the inclusion or exclusion of the Secretary-
General from meetings of the Antarctic Treaty 
__________________ 

 145 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/38 D. 
 146 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/45. 
 147 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/82. 
 148 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/117 A. 
 149 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/117 F. 
 150 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/53 A. 
 151 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/37 B. 
 152 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/38 D. 
 153 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/30. 
 154 See, e.g., GA resolutions 45/53 and 49/72. 
 155 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/86. 
 156 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/124 A. 
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Consultative Parties157 and the potential establishment 
of a United Nations-sponsored station in Antarctica.158 

31. The Assembly also requested that the Secretary-
General prepare studies with respect to subjects not 
previously prepared by him or given a new or more 
defined focus. Such studies included information on 
the reported development by South Africa of a nuclear-
tipped missile,159 progress on the reduction of States’ 
military budgets160 and the possible use of chemical 
and bacteriological or toxin weapons that may 
constitute a violation of the 1925 Geneva Protocol or 
other relevant rules of customary international law.161 

32. Such studies also included: technological 
developments relevant to, and verification of 
compliance with, the Treaty on the Prohibition of the 
Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons 
of Mass Destruction on the Sea-bed and the Ocean 
Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof;162 Israeli nuclear 
armament;163 the current state of education for 
disarmament;164 the application of confidence-building 
measures in outer-space;165 potential uses of resources 
currently allocated to military activities for promoting 
civilian endeavours to protect the environment;166 
defensive security concepts and policies;167 ways and 
means to strengthen and broaden participation in the 
United Nations system for the standardized reporting 
of military expenditures;168 the question of 
non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and 
the vehicles for their delivery;169 measures to curb the 
illicit transfer and use of conventional weapons;170 and 
the implementation of nuclear non-proliferation in the 
Middle East.171 
 

__________________ 
 157 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/124 B. 
 158 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/78 A. 
 159 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/113 B. 
 160 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/114 A. 
 161 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/115 B. 
 162 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/116 O. 
 163 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/55. 
 164 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/123. 
 165 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/55 B. 
 166 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/58 N. 
 167 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/58 O. 
 168 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/62. 
 169 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/75 C. 
 170 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/75 M. 
 171 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/78. 

 (c) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the Special Political and Decolonization Committee 

 

33. During the period under review, the Assembly 
continued to request that the Secretary-General prepare 
studies relating to questions previously discussed in the 
Special Political and Decolonization Committee, 
including questions relating to information.172 On issues 
falling within the mandate of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East, the Assembly requested that the Secretary-General 
prepare studies on, inter alia, offers by Member States of 
grants and scholarship for higher education, including 
vocational training for Palestine refugees;173 return of 
population and refugees displaced since 1967;174 
protection of Palestine refugees;175 and the University 
of Jerusalem “Al-Quds” for Palestine refugees.176 

34. The Assembly also requested the Secretary-
General to prepare studies with respect to subjects not 
previously prepared by him or given a new or more 
defined focus, for example, science and peace;177 and 
the report of the Special Committee to Investigate 
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the 
Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied 
Territories.178 
 

 (d) Studies requested related to subjects discussed  
in the Second Committee: economic and 
financial questions 

 

35. As in the past, the Assembly requested that 
studies be prepared with respect to questions addressed 
in previous review periods, including the integration of 
women in development;179 and international 
cooperation for the eradication of poverty in 
developing countries.180 

36. The Assembly also requested that the Secretary-
General undertake the preparation of studies discussed 
in the Second Committee not previously prepared by 
him or given a new or more defined focus, for example 
__________________ 

 172 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/50 II. 
 173 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/73 D. 
 174 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/73 G. 
 175 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/73 I. 
 176 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/73 J. 
 `177 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/70. 
 178 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/36 A, B, C and D. 
 179 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/171. 
 180 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/184. 
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the World Decade for Cultural Development;181 the 
International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation 
Decade;182 the World Summit for Children;183  
women, environment, population and sustainable 
development;184 and observance of an international day 
for the eradication of poverty.185 

37. On the issue of nature and the environment, the 
Secretary-General was requested to prepare several 
studies, including the protection of the global climate 
for present and future generations of mankind;186 the 
traffic in toxic and dangerous products and wastes;187 
international cooperation in the monitoring, assessment 
and anticipation of environmental threats and in 
assistance in cases of environmental emergency;188 the 
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction 
(1990s);189 and combating desertification and 
drought.190 
 

 (e) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the Third Committee: social, humanitarian and 
cultural questions 

 

38. The Assembly continued its practice of requesting 
that the Secretary-General prepare studies with respect 
to subjects under discussion in the Third Committee. 
With regard to social progress and development, 
including women, studies were initiated on, inter alia, 
the twentieth anniversary of the Declaration on Social 
Progress and Development;191 national experience in 
promoting the cooperative movement;192 policies and 
programmes involving youth;193 the right to 
development;194 the Guiding Principles for 
Developmental Social Welfare Policies and 
Programmes in the Near Future;195 the implementation 
of plans, strategies and programmes of action in the 
__________________ 
 181 See e.g., GA resolution 44/238. 
 182 See e.g., GA resolution 45/181. 
 183 See e.g., GA resolution 45/217. 
 184 See e.g., GA resolution 46/167. 
 185 See e.g., GA resolution 47/196. 
 186 See e.g., GA resolution 44/207. 
 187 See e.g., GA resolution 44/226. 
 188 See e.g., GA resolution 44/224. 
 189 See e.g., GA resolution 45/185. 
 190 See e.g., GA resolution 48/175. 
 191 See e.g., GA resolution 44/57. 
 192 See e.g., GA resolution 44/58. 
 193 See e.g., GA resolution 44/59. 
 194 See e.g., GA resolution 44/62. 
 195 See e.g., GA resolution 44/65. 

social field at the national level;196 the implementation 
of the International Plan of Action on Aging and 
related activities;197 the implementation of the World 
Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and 
the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons (1983-
1992);198 elderly women;199 the implementation of the 
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women;200 the improvement of the 
situation of women in rural areas;201 the International 
Year of the Family;202 International Literacy Year;203 
the achievement of social justice;204 the world social 
situation;205 women and literacy;206 preparation for 
and observance of the International Year of the 
Family;207 the role of cooperatives in the light of new 
economic and social trends;208 violence against 
migrant women workers;209 the Standard Rules on the 
Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with 
Disabilities;210 the World Summit for Social 
Development;211 rape and abuse of women in the areas 
of armed conflict in the former Yugoslavia;212 and 
traffic in women and girls.213 

39. Several studies on human rights and fundamental 
freedoms were also requested and prepared by the 
Secretary-General during the period under review. 
Such studies included the Second Decade to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination;214 the development 
of public information activities in the field of human 
rights;215 national institutions for the protection and 
promotion of human rights;216 the status of United 
Nations human rights conventions, including the 
__________________ 
 196 See e.g., GA resolution 44/66. 
 197 See e.g., GA resolution 45/106. 
 198 See e.g., GA resolution 45/91. 
 199 See e.g., GA resolution 44/76. 
 200 See e.g., GA resolution 45/129. 
 201 See e.g., GA resolution 44/78. 
 202 See e.g., GA resolution 45/133. 
 203 See e.g., GA resolution 44/127. 
 204 See e.g., GA resolution 45/86. 
 205 See e.g., GA resolution 45/87. 
 206 See e.g., GA resolution 45/126. 
 207 See e.g., GA resolution 46/92. 
 208 See e.g., GA resolution 47/90. 
 209 See e.g., GA resolution 47/96. 
 210 See e.g., GA resolution 48/96. 
 211 See e.g., GA resolution 48/100. 
 212 See e.g., GA resolution 48/143. 
 213 See e.g., GA resolution 49/166. 
 214 See e.g., GA resolution 44/52. 
 215 See e.g., GA resolution 45/99. 
 216 See e.g., GA resolution 46/124. 
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International Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid,217 as well as 
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide;218 the universal realization of 
the right of peoples to self-determination;219 the 
reporting obligations of States to United Nations 
conventions on human rights;220 torture and inhuman 
treatment of children in detention in South Africa and 
Namibia;221 respect for the principles of national 
sovereignty and non-interference in the internal affairs 
of States in their electoral processes;222 the United 
Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations;223 
the World Conference on Human Rights;224 the 
International Decade for the Eradication of 
Colonialism;225 enhancing the effectiveness of the 
principle of periodic and genuine elections;226 the 
International Convention on the Protection of the 
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 
Families;227 human rights in the administration of 
justice;228 the implementation of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child;229 observance of the referendum 
process in Eritrea;230 regional arrangements for the 
promotion and protection of human rights;231 
strengthening of the Centre for Human Rights of the 
Secretariat;232 the Third Decade to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination;233 strengthening of the rule of 
law;234 the High Commissioner for the promotion and 
protection of all human rights;235 the United Nations 
Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture;236 the United 
Nations Decade for Human Rights Education;237 
effective promotion of the Declaration on the Rights of 
__________________ 
 217 See e.g., GA resolution 45/90. 
 218 See e.g., GA resolution 44/158. 
 219 See e.g., GA resolution 45/132. 
 220 See e.g., GA resolution 45/135. 
 221 See e.g., GA resolution 45/144. 
 222 See e.g., GA resolution 45/151. 
 223 See e.g., GA resolution 45/433. 
 224 See e.g., GA resolution 48/121. 
 225 See e.g., GA decision 44/429. 
 226 See e.g., GA resolution 46/137. 
 227 See e.g., GA resolution 47/110. 
 228 See e.g., GA resolution 46/120. 
 229 See e.g., GA resolution 47/112. 
 230 See e.g., GA resolution 47/114. 
 231 See e.g., GA resolution 47/125. 
 232 See e.g., GA resolution 47/127. 
 233 See e.g., GA resolution 48/91. 
 234 See e.g., GA resolution 48/132. 
 235 See e.g., GA resolution 48/141. 
 236 See e.g., GA resolution 49/176. 
 237 See e.g., GA resolution 49/184. 

Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and 
Linguistic Minorities;238 the question of enforced or 
involuntary disappearances;239 and the International 
Decade of the World’s Indigenous People.240 Studies 
were also requested from the Secretary-General on the 
situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in 
various countries, including the situation of human 
rights in Estonia and Latvia,241 Myanmar,242 
Cambodia243 and Kosovo.244 

40. With regard to humanitarian questions, the 
Secretary-General was requested to prepare studies on, 
inter alia, the International Conference on the Plight of 
Refugees, Returnees and Displaced Persons in 
Southern Africa;245 the International Conference on 
Indo-Chinese Refugees;246 the International 
Conference on Central American Refugees;247 human 
rights and mass exoduses;248 the new international 
humanitarian order;249 the protection of children 
affected by armed conflicts;250 and assistance to 
unaccompanied refugee minors.251 

41. On the issue of crime prevention and criminal 
justice, the Assembly requested that the Secretary-
General undertake the preparation of studies on, 
inter alia, the computerization of criminal justice;252 
the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for 
Non-custodial Measures (The Tokyo Rules);253 the 
United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of 
Juvenile Delinquency (The Riyadh Guidelines);254 the 
United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles 
Deprived of their Liberty;255 instrumental use of 
children in criminal activities;256 the Model Treaty on 
__________________ 
 238 See e.g., GA resolution 49/192. 
 239 See e.g., GA resolution 49/193. 
 240 See e.g., GA resolution 49/214. 
 241 See e.g., GA resolution 48/155. 
 242 See e.g., GA resolution 49/197. 
 243 See e.g., GA resolution 49/199. 
 244 See e.g., GA resolution 49/204. 
 245 See e.g., GA resolution 44/136. 
 246 See e.g., GA resolution 44/138. 
 247 See e.g., GA resolution 44/139. 
 248 See e.g., GA resolution 44/164. 
 249 See e.g., GA resolution 47/106. 
 250 See e.g., GA resolution 48/157. 
 251 See e.g., GA resolution 49/172. 
 252 See e.g., GA resolution 45/109. 
 253 See e.g., GA resolution 45/110. 
 254 See e.g., GA resolution 45/112. 
 255 See e.g., GA resolution 45/113. 
 256 See e.g., GA resolution 45/115. 



 Article 13 (1) (b) and (2) 
 

11-07466 103/213 
 

the Transfer of Proceedings in Criminal Matters;257 the 
Model Treaty on the Transfer of Supervision of 
Offenders Conditionally Sentenced or Conditionally 
Released;258 criminal justice education;259 prevention 
of the smuggling of aliens;260 the Naples Political 
Declaration and Global Action Plan against Organized 
Transnational Crime;261 and human rights and 
terrorism.262 

42. On the question of narcotics, studies requested 
included the implementation of the United Nations 
Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances;263 the implementation of the 
Global Programme of Action against illicit narcotic 
drugs and psychotropic substances;264 and 
international action to combat drug abuse and illicit 
production and trafficking.265 
 

 (f) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the Sixth Committee: legal questions 

 

43. With respect to subjects discussed in the Sixth 
Committee, the Secretary-General was requested to 
prepare studies on, inter alia, measures to eliminate 
international terrorism;266 the status of the Protocols 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and 
relating to the protection of victims of armed 
conflicts;267 and the protection of the environment in 
times of armed conflict.268 The Secretary-General was 
also requested for the first time to submit a preliminary 
report on the establishment of an international criminal 
court.269 
 

 5. Studies requested from States 
 

44. As in the past, the Assembly addressed its 
resolutions to Governments and States, whether they 
were Members of the United Nations270 or not,271 
__________________ 
 257 See e.g., GA resolution 45/118. 
 258 See e.g., GA resolution 45/119. 
 259 See e.g., GA resolution 45/122. 
 260 See e.g., GA resolution 48/102. 
 261 See e.g., GA resolution 49/159. 
 262 See e.g., GA resolution 49/185. 
 263 See e.g., GA resolution 44/140. 
 264 See e.g., GA resolution 45/148. 
 265 See e.g., GA resolution 48/112. 
 266 See e.g., GA resolution 46/51. 
 267 See e.g., GA resolution 47/30. 
 268 See e.g., GA resolution 47/37. 
 269 See e.g., GA resolution 49/53. 
 270 See e.g., GA resolution 45/91. 

when initiating studies for the purpose of promoting 
international cooperation in the economic, social, 
cultural, educational and health fields and assisting in 
the realization of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. In some instances, the Assembly also 
addressed specific States and Governments or 
categories of States272 and Governments273 with a 
view to their undertaking the preparation of such 
studies. Thus, by its resolution 46/134, the Assembly 
regretted the failure of the Government of Iraq to 
provide satisfactory replies to all the allegations of 
violations of human rights, and called upon it to reply 
quickly in a comprehensive and detailed manner to 
those allegations so as to enable the Special Rapporteur 
to form an accurate assessment as a basis for his 
recommendations to the Commission on Human 
Rights. Occasionally, the Assembly also requested that 
States prepare studies in cooperation with other 
entities.274 
 

 (a) Studies requested related to subjects without 
reference to a Main Committee 

 

45. The Assembly continued to request that States 
prepare studies with respect to subjects without 
reference to a Main Committee covered in previous 
review periods, such as the achievements of the 
International Year of Peace (1986).275 The Assembly 
also requested that States undertake the preparation of 
studies with regard to subjects not previously prepared 
by them or given a new or more defined focus, 
including the return or restitution of cultural property 
to the countries of origin.276 
 

 (b) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the First Committee: disarmament and related 
international security questions 

 

46. During the period under review, the Assembly 
requested that the States prepare studies related to 
subjects covered in previous review periods. For 
example, nuclear-weapon States were requested to 
__________________ 
 271 See e.g., GA resolution 49/53. 
 272 See e.g., GA resolution 45/85. 
 273 See e.g., GA resolution 45/33. 
 274 See e.g., GA resolution 48/157. 
 275 See e.g., GA resolution 44/11. 
 276 See e.g., GA resolution 46/10. 
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report on the implementation of a nuclear-arms 
freeze.277 

47. The Assembly also requested that States prepare 
studies with respect to subjects not previously prepared 
by them or given a new or more defined focus. In 
relation to the Middle Eastern region, States were 
requested to submit their views regarding the 
establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the 
region of the Middle East, specifically relating to the 
measures called for in paragraph 8 of resolution 
43/65.278 
 

 (c) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the Special Political and Decolonization Committee 

 

48. With regard to questions under continuous 
discussion in the Special Political and Decolonization 
Committee, the Assembly requested that States prepare 
studies on, inter alia, matters falling within the 
mandate of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,279 
including revenues derived from Palestine refugee 
properties.280 
 

 (d) Studies requested related to subjects discussed 
in the Second Committee: economic and 
financial questions 

 

49. The Assembly continued to request that States 
undertake the preparation of studies on economic and 
financial questions previously discussed in the Second 
Committee. Such studies included the protection of 
global climate for present and future generations of 
mankind.281 

50. States were also requested to undertake the 
preparation of studies with respect to economic and 
financial questions addressed to them for the first time 
or given a new or more defined focus, including the 
prevention and control of acquired immunodeficiency 
syndrome (AIDS);282 and support for the Global 
Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment 
(GLOBE) programme.283 
__________________ 
 277 See e.g., GA resolution 45/59 D. 
 278 See e.g., GA resolution 44/108, although this was a 

request to submit views and suggestions. 
 279 See e.g., GA resolution 45/73. 
 280 See e.g., GA resolution 45/73 H. 
 281 See e.g., GA resolution 44/207. 
 282 See e.g., GA resolution 45/187. 
 283 See e.g., GA resolution 49/112. 

 

 (e) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the Third Committee: social, humanitarian and 
cultural questions 

 

51. With respect to questions of a social, 
humanitarian and cultural nature under continuous 
discussion in the Third Committee, the Assembly 
initiated studies to be prepared by States, for example, 
popular participation in its various forms as an 
important factor in development and in the full 
realization of all human rights;284 and national 
institutions for the protection and promotion of human 
rights.285 

52. The Assembly further requested that States 
undertake the preparation of studies on subjects 
discussed in the Third Committee not previously 
prepared by them or given a new or more defined 
focus. With regard to social development, including 
women, such studies included the twentieth 
anniversary of the Declaration on Social Progress and 
Development;286 national experience in promoting the 
cooperative movement;287 the right to development;288 
the implementation of the International Plan of Action 
on Aging and related activities;289 the implementation 
of the World Programme of Action concerning 
Disabled Persons and the United Nations Decade of 
Disabled Persons (1983-1992);290 the implementation 
of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women;291 the improvement of the 
situation of women in rural areas;292 the International 
Year of the Family;293 negative social consequences of 
alcohol use;294 and the Standard Rules on the 
Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with 
Disabilities.295 

53. With regard to questions relating to crime 
prevention and criminal justice and to narcotics, studies 
were requested and prepared by States, for example, on 
international cooperation in combating organized 
__________________ 
 284 See e.g., GA resolution 44/53. 
 285 See e.g., GA resolution 44/64. 
 286 See e.g., GA resolution 44/57. 
 287 See e.g., GA resolution 44/58. 
 288 See e.g., GA resolution 44/62. 
 289 See e.g., GA resolution 44/67. 
 290 See e.g., GA resolution 44/70. 
 291 See e.g., GA resolution 44/77. 
 292 See e.g., GA resolution 44/78. 
 293 See e.g., GA resolution 45/133. 
 294 See e.g., GA resolution 45/134. 
 295 See e.g., GA resolution 48/96. 
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crime;296 the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules 
for Non-custodial Measures (The Tokyo Rules);297 the 
United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of 
Juvenile Delinquency (The Riyadh Guidelines);298 the 
United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles 
Deprived of their Liberty;299 the instrumental use of 
children in criminal activities;300 the prevention of the 
smuggling of aliens;301 international action to combat 
drug abuse and illicit production and trafficking;302 the 
need to adopt efficient international measures for the 
prevention of the sale of children, child prostitution 
and child pornography;303 and human rights and 
terrorism.304 

54. In addition, the Assembly requested that States 
prepare a number of studies with respect to human rights 
and fundamental freedoms as well as humanitarian 
assistance, inter alia, the status of the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crime of Apartheid;305 the universal realization of the 
right of peoples to self-determination;306 the reporting 
obligations of States to United Nations conventions on 
human rights,307 including to the International 
Covenants on Human Rights;308 human rights based on 
solidarity;309 the World Conference on Human 
Rights;310 the question of enforced or involuntary 
disappearances;311 human rights in the administration of 
justice;312 the new international humanitarian order;313 
enhancing the effectiveness of the principle of periodic 
and genuine elections;314 summary and arbitrary 
executions;315 the International Year for the World’s 
__________________ 
 296 See e.g., GA resolution 44/71. 
 297 See e.g., GA resolution 45/110. 
 298 See e.g., GA resolution 45/112. 
 299 See e.g., GA resolution 45/113. 
 300 See e.g., GA resolution 45/115. 
 301 See e.g., GA resolution 48/102. 
 302 See e.g., GA resolution 48/112. 
 303 See e.g., GA resolution 48/156. 
 304 See e.g., GA resolution 49/185. 
 305 See e.g., GA resolution 44/69. 
 306 See e.g., GA resolution 44/79. 
 307 See e.g., GA resolution 44/135. 
 308 See e.g., GA resolution 45/135. 
 309 See e.g., GA resolution 44/148. 
 310 See e.g., GA resolution 45/155. 
 311 See e.g., GA resolution 45/165. 
 312 See e.g., GA resolution 45/166. 
 313 See e.g., GA resolution 45/101. 
 314 See e.g., GA resolution 45/150. 
 315 See e.g., GA resolution 45/162. 

Indigenous People;316 the protection of children 
affected by armed conflicts;317 the United Nations 
Decade for Human Rights Education;318 the 
International Decade of the World’s Indigenous 
People;319 and the situation of human rights in Iraq320 
and Kuwait under Iraqi occupation.321 
 

 (f) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the Sixth Committee: legal questions 

 

55. As in the past, the Assembly requested that States 
undertake the preparation of studies on the status of the 
Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 
1949 and relating to the protection of victims of armed 
conflicts;322 and measures to eliminate international 
terrorism.323 

56. The Assembly also requested, for the first time, 
that States submit written comments on the draft 
statute for an international criminal court.324 
 

 6. Studies requested from individuals 
 

57. In conformity with its previous practice, the 
Assembly continued to request that individuals, in their 
capacity as special rapporteurs or special 
representatives, undertake the preparation of studies 
mainly in the area of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. In some instances, the Secretary-General, as 
well as Governments and others concerned, were 
requested325 to cooperate with and assist the special 
rapporteur or special representative so that he could 
carry out his mandate effectively. Most of the studies 
were initiated on the basis of the issues discussed in the 
Second and Third Committees, concerning economic 
and financial questions, and social, humanitarian and 
cultural questions, respectively. Studies to be prepared 
by a special rapporteur or special representative 
included questions on the guidelines for the regulation 
of computerized personal data files;326 summary or 
__________________ 
 316 See e.g., GA resolution 46/128. 
 317 See e.g., GA resolution 48/157. 
 318 See e.g., GA resolution 49/184. 
 319 See e.g., GA resolution 49/214. 
 320 See e.g., GA resolution 46/134. 
 321 See e.g., GA resolution 46/135. 
 322 See e.g., GA resolution 49/48. 
 323 See e.g., GA resolution 49/60. 
 324 See e.g., GA resolution 49/53. 
 325 See e.g., GA resolutions 46/128, 47/136, 48/153 and 

49/191. 
 326 See e.g., GA resolution 44/132. 
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arbitrary executions;327 the adverse consequences for 
the enjoyment of human rights of political, military, 
economic and other forms of assistance given to the 
racist and colonialist regime of South Africa;328 the use 
of mercenaries as a means to violate human rights and to 
impede the exercise of the right of peoples to  
self-determination;329 the Standard Rules on the 
Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with 
Disabilities;330 the International Year for the World’s 
Indigenous People (1993);331 the protection of children 
affected by armed conflicts;332 the need to adopt 
efficient international measures for the prevention of the 
sale of children, child prostitution and child 
pornography;333 and the situation of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in various countries, for example, 
Afghanistan,334 Chile,335 El Salvador,336 the Islamic 
Republic of Iran,337 Iraq,338 Haiti,339 Cuba,340 
Myanmar,341 the territory of the former Yugoslavia342 
and Rwanda.343 

58. The Assembly also decided to authorize the 
Secretary-General to establish the United Nations 
Observer Mission to Verify the Referendum in Eritrea, 
and appointed a special representative for the 
referendum as head of the Observer Mission.344 
 

 7. Studies requested from the specialized agencies, 
organizations, organs, bodies and other entities 

 

59. The Assembly continued to initiate studies to be 
prepared by various entities part of the United Nations 
system, such as the specialized agencies;345 
organizations, organs and bodies of the United Nations 
__________________ 
 327 See e.g., GA resolution 44/159. 
 328 See e.g., GA resolution 45/84. 
 329 See e.g., GA resolution 46/89. 
 330 See e.g., GA resolution 48/96. 
 331 See e.g., GA resolution 48/133. 
 332 See e.g., GA resolution 49/209. 
 333 See e.g., GA resolution 49/210. 
 334 See e.g., GA resolution 44/161. 
 335 See e.g., GA resolution 44/166. 
 336 See e.g., GA resolution 45/172. 
 337 See e.g., GA resolution 45/173. 
 338 See e.g., GA resolution 46/134. 
 339 See e.g., GA resolution 46/138. 
 340 See e.g., GA resolution 47/139. 
 341 See e.g., GA resolution 47/144. 
 342 See e.g., GA resolution 48/153. 
 343 See e.g., GA resolution 49/206. 
 344 See e.g., GA resolution 47/114. 
 345 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/52. 

system;346 programmes and funds347 as well as other 
entities connected to the United Nations system,348 
including the regional commissions.349  

60. Similar requests were also directed to entities not 
part of the United Nations system, inter alia, international 
organizations;350 intergovernmental,351 governmental352 
and non-governmental353 organizations; and 
scientific,354 academic355 and research356 institutions. 

61. The Assembly continued to address its requests 
for the preparation of studies to the various entities 
under review in this subsection alone or together with 
others. In some instances, entities were requested to 
collaborate in preparing the studies initiated. Thus, by 
its resolution 48/157, the Assembly requested United 
Nations bodies and organizations, as well as other 
relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, including the Committee on the Rights 
of the Child, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, the World Health Organization and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, to 
contribute to a comprehensive study on the protection 
of children affected by armed conflicts to be 
undertaken by an expert working in collaboration with 
the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat. 
 

 (a) Studies requested related to subjects without 
reference to a Main Committee 

 

62. As in previous review periods, the Assembly 
continued to request that the entities under review in 
this subsection prepare studies with respect to subjects 
without reference to a Main Committee, for example, 
the achievements of the International Year of Peace 
(1986).357 
 

__________________ 

 346 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/87. 
 347 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/224. 
 348 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/212. 
 349 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/77. 
 350 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/71. 
 351 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/207. 
 352 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/148. 
 353 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/97. 
 354 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/136. 
 355 Ibid. 
 356 Ibid. 
 357 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/11. 



 Article 13 (1) (b) and (2) 
 

11-07466 107/213 
 

 (b) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the First Committee: disarmament and related 
international security questions 

 

63. As in the past, the Assembly requested the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to submit 
technical studies to the Conference on Disarmament 
that could facilitate the conclusion of an agreement 
prohibiting armed attacks against nuclear facilities.358 

64. For the first time, the Institute for Disarmament 
Research was requested to prepare, with assistance  
from independent experts, a research report on the 
economic aspects of disarmament.359 Furthermore, 
specialized agencies, such as the World Meteorological 
Organization and the United Nations Environment 
Programme, were requested to assist the Secretary-
General in undertaking a comprehensive study with a 
view to promoting coordinated international cooperation 
in scientific research for the benefit of mankind, 
particularly the importance of Antarctica to the global 
environment and ecosystems, as well as to act as an 
early warning system on climate change and 
accidents.360  
 

 (c) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the Special Political and Decolonization Committee 

 

65. Occasionally, the Assembly initiated studies to be 
prepared by entities under review in this subsection on 
subjects discussed in the Special Political and 
Decolonization Committee, for example, a study on 
questions relating to information.361 
 

 (d) Studies requested related to subjects discussed 
in the Second Committee: economic and 
financial questions 

 

66. As in the past, the Assembly continued to request 
that studies be undertaken on subjects discussed in the 
Second Committee in previous review periods, for 
example, international cooperation in the field of the 
environment.362 

67. During the period under review, the Assembly 
also requested that the entities under review in this 
subsection prepare studies on issues given a new or 
__________________ 
 358 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/116 A. 
 359 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/62 G. 
 360 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/78 A. 
 361 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/76 B. 
 362 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/219. 

more defined focus, for example, the protection of 
global climate for present and future generations of 
mankind.363 

68. With regard to questions on social progress and 
development, studies were prepared on, inter alia, 
international cooperation for the eradication of poverty 
in developing countries;364 the World Decade for 
Cultural Development (1988-1997);365 and the 
prevention and control of AIDS.366 
 

 (e) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the Third Committee: social, humanitarian and 
cultural questions 

 

69. The Assembly continued to request that several 
studies be prepared on social, humanitarian and 
cultural questions by the entities under review in this 
subsection. Many of those questions were subject to 
continuous discussions in the Third Committee, for 
example, the Second Decade to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination;367 popular participation in its 
various forms as an important factor in development 
and in the full realization of human rights;368 national 
experience in promoting the cooperative movement;369 
the universal realization of the right of peoples to self-
determination;370 elimination of all forms of religious 
intolerance;371 summary or arbitrary executions;372 and 
human rights in the administration of justice.373  

70. The Assembly also requested that a number of 
studies be prepared by the entities under review in this 
subsection on questions addressed to them for the first 
time or given a new or more defined focus. In the area 
of social progress and development, including women, 
studies were initiated on, inter alia, the implementation 
of the International Plan of Action on Aging and 
related activities;374 the world social situation;375 the 
__________________ 
 363 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/207. 
 364 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/212. 
 365 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/238. 
 366 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/40. 
 367 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/52. 
 368 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/53. 
 369 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/58. 
 370 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/80. 
 371 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/136. 
 372 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/162. 
 373 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/166. 
 374 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/67. 
 375 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/87. 
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right to development;376 the implementation of the 
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women;377 the International Year of 
the Family;378 the United Nations Year for 
Tolerance;379 the World Summit for Social 
Development;380 and violence against women migrant 
workers.381 On human rights and fundamental 
freedoms as well as humanitarian questions, studies 
were also initiated, including human rights based on 
solidarity;382 enhancing the effectiveness of the 
principle of periodic and genuine elections;383 the 
World Conference on Human Rights;384 the Third 
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination;385 and the International Year for the 
World’s Indigenous People (1993).386 On the issue of 
crime prevention and criminal justice, studies were 
initiated on, inter alia, the international cooperation in 
combating organized crime;387 the United Nations 
Standard Minimum Rules for Non-custodial Measures 
(The Tokyo Rules);388 and the instrumental use of 
children in criminal activities.389 
 

 (f) Studies requested related to subjects discussed in 
the Sixth Committee: legal questions 

 

71. For the first time, the Assembly requested that the 
entities under review in this subsection submit their 
observations on the draft statute for an international 
criminal court.390  
 

 8. Instructions for the preparation and submission 
of studies 

 

72. As in the past, the Assembly requested that the 
authors, when preparing the studies initiated, take into 
account or give special attention to certain issues. For 
instance, the Assembly requested on several occasions 
__________________ 
 376 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/97. 
 377 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/129. 
 378 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/133. 
 379 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/124. 
 380 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/100. 
 381 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/110. 
 382 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/148. 
 383 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/150. 
 384 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/155. 
 385 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/91. 
 386 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/133. 
 387 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/71. 
 388 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/110. 
 389 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/115. 
 390 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/53. 

that authors take into account views,391 debates and 
conclusions,392 provisions of resolutions,393 policies, 
priorities and strategies,394 recommendations,395 
existing national and international legislation,396 
existing information,397 work already undertaken,398 
previous resolutions,399 and results of action taken by 
relevant organizations of the United Nations system.400  

73. The Assembly requested that, upon completion, 
the studies initiated be submitted to various organs, 
bodies and other entities, including the Assembly 
itself401 and its subsidiary bodies,402 the Assembly 
through the Council,403 the Council404 and its 
functional commissions,405 the Secretary-General406 
and preparatory committees.407  
 

 9. Actions taken on studies initiated 
 

74. During the period under review, the Assembly 
continued its practice of taking action on the studies 
submitted similar to actions taken in the past, for 
example, to take note of,408 welcome,409 commend,410 
and approve411 studies submitted. The Assembly also 
invited the transmission,412 distribution413 and 
circulation414 of studies. Studies were also being used 
as a basis for further policymaking.415 For example, by 
its resolution 44/171, the Assembly requested 
Governments to take into account, as appropriate, the 
__________________ 

 391 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/224. 
 392 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/122. 
 393 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/212. 
 394 Ibid. 
 395 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/97. 
 396 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/224. 
 397 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/38. 
 398 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/122. 
 399 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/112. 
 400 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/125. 
 401 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/161. 
 402 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/53. 
 403 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/192. 
 404 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/167. 
 405 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/85. 
 406 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/109. 
 407 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/94. 
 408 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/233. 
 409 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/52. 
 410 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/133. 
 411 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/34. 
 412 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/52. 
 413 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/171. 
 414 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/207. 
 415 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/171. 
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recommendations contained in the 1989 World Survey 
on the Role of Women in Development in designing 
national policies for development, adjustment and 
economic reform. 
 
 

 B. Recommendations of the 
General Assembly 

 
 

 1. Terminology 
 

75. As in the past, the terminology used by the 
Assembly in the making of recommendations did not 
appear to follow any pattern. However, a particular 
terminology may have been considered more 
appropriate with regard to the subject matter of the 
recommendation, the type of action recommended, and 
its addressee. The terms “urges”416 and “calls upon”417 
were mostly used in recommendations addressed to 
States. In some instances, however, the term 
“demands”418 was employed. Thus, by its resolution 
44/27 K, the Assembly demanded that the authorities 
of South Africa release immediately, unconditionally 
and effectively Nelson Mandela and all other political 
prisoners, detainees and restrictees. The term 
“requests” was primarily used when addressing the 
Secretary-General419 as well as organizations, organs 
and bodies of the United Nations system.420  
 

 2. Addressees 
 

76. During the period under review, the Assembly 
continued to address its recommendations to States,  
the Secretary-General, the specialized agencies, 
organizations, organs and bodies of the united Nations 
as well as entities not part of the United Nations system. 
As in the past, the Assembly continued to adopt 
resolutions and decisions without a particular addressee. 
Such recommendations are also included under this 
section. 

77. When addressing States, the Assembly continued 
its practice of addressing Member States in general,421 
categories or groups of Member States,422 and 
__________________ 
 416 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/11. 
 417 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/69. 
 418 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/242. 
 419 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/122. 
 420 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/163. 
 421 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/11. 
 422 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/34. 

particular Member States.423 Thus, in its resolution 
48/15, the Assembly invited those Member States that 
had not yet done so to sign and ratify the Convention 
on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit 
Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural 
Property. In a similar fashion, the Assembly addressed 
States424 and Governments.425 On several occasions, 
the Assembly also addressed all countries426 and the 
international community.427  

78. The Assembly continued to address its 
recommendations to States in conjunction with,  
inter alia, organizations, organs, bodies and programmes 
of the United Nations system; the specialized  
agencies; the world community; intergovernmental  
and non-governmental organizations; multilateral 
organizations; international humanitarian organizations; 
regional and subregional institutions; regional economic 
integration organizations; financial and development 
institutions; religious, educational, student, public, 
scientific, cultural and research organizations; 
anti-apartheid and solidarity movements; individuals; 
private foundations; media; trade unions; representatives 
of indigenous groups; local authorities; all interested 
groups; and all others concerned.428 For example, in its 
resolution 46/76, the Assembly addressed Member 
States, the organizations of the United Nations system, 
governmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, and the mass communications media. 

79. As in the past, the Assembly also addressed its 
recommendations to States in cooperation and 
consultation with, inter alia, other States,429 
Governments,430 the Secretary-General,431 the 
specialized agencies,432 liberation movements,433 and 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.434  
__________________ 
 423 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/88. 
 424 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/70 A. 
 425 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/159 A. 
 426 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/76 A. 
 427 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/102. 
 428 See, e.g., GA resolutions 44/2, 44/11, 46/14, 46/46 D, 

46/73 A, 46/79 B, 47/117, 47/135, 48/91, 48/133, 
48/153, 49/112 and 49/135. 

 429 See, e.g., GA resolutions 46/51 and 47/96. 
 430 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/214. 
 431 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/183. 
 432 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/10. 
 433 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/116 A. 
 434 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/87. 
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80. Many of the recommendations adopted by the 
Assembly during the period under review were 
addressed to the Secretary-General. The Assembly 
continued its practice of addressing its recommendations 
to the Secretary-General alone or in conjunction, 
consultation, cooperation and collaboration with,  
inter alia, Governments;435 Member States;436 the 
specialized agencies;437 relevant organizations of the 
United Nations system;438 non-governmental,439 
governmental440 and regional organizations;441 
observer missions of international organizations;442 
liberation movements;443 and the parties concerned444 
as described above.445 For example, in its resolution 
45/187, the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to 
intensify his efforts, in collaboration with the Director-
General of the World Health Organization, the 
Administrator of the United Nations Development 
Programme, the heads of the World Bank, the United 
Nations Population Fund, the United Nations Children’s 
Fund and all other relevant organizations of the United 
Nations system, to mobilize the cumulative experience 
of the United Nations system in the strategic planning of 
multisectoral projects and the raising of funds in support 
of those countries requesting assistance for the 
prevention and control of AIDS. 

81. The Assembly also entrusted the Secretary-
General with the performance of tasks through offices 
of the United Nations Secretariat. For example, in its 
resolution 46/79 A, the Assembly requested the 
Secretary-General to facilitate, through the relevant 
United Nations agencies and offices and in a concerted 
manner, humanitarian and educational assistance inside 
South Africa for the reintegration of political exiles 
and released political prisoners and to the 
disadvantaged sectors of South African society. 

82. During the period under review, the Assembly 
continued to address the specialized agencies 
specifically446 and the specialized agencies in 
__________________ 
 435 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/189. 
 436 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/183. 
 437 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/238. 
 438 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/203. 
 439 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/102. 
 440 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/212. 
 441 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/87. 
 442 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/159 A. 
 443 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/21 N. 
 444 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/116 A. 
 445 Paras. 62, 63 and 64. 
 446 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/52. 

conjunction with States; other bodies, entities and 
organizations of the United Nations system; 
governmental and non-governmental organizations; 
funding organizations; bilateral and multilateral 
agencies; voluntary organizations; and development 
and financial institutions.447 For example, in its 
resolution 46/47 A, the Assembly addressed the 
specialized agencies, in particular the International 
Labour Organization, the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization and the World 
Health Organization, and other international 
organizations, urging them to continue to examine the 
educational and health conditions in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and other 
Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967. 

83. In a similar fashion, the Assembly continued to 
address various entities of the United Nations system, 
including the principal organs of the United 
Nations;448 organizations, organs and bodies of the 
United Nations system;449 intergovernmental bodies450 
and committees451 of the Assembly; expert bodies of the 
Council;452 the Council’s regional453 and functional454 
commissions; subcommittees;455 preparatory 
committees;456 entities of the Secretariat;457 programmes 
and funds;458 as well as research institutions and 
scientific bodies.459 Thus, in its resolution 47/151, the 
Assembly requested the organizations and programmes 
of the United Nations system, in particular the 
International Maritime Organization and the United 
Nations Environment Programme, to pursue their 
efforts to assess the short-term as well as the long-term 
impact of the environmental degradation of Kuwait and 
other countries in the region resulting from the 
situation between Iraq and Kuwait. 

84. In conformity with its previous practice, the 
Assembly also addressed entities not part of the United 
__________________ 

 447 See, e.g., GA resolutions 45/33, 45/73 D, 46/85, 47/134, 
47/147, 48/20, 48/94 and 48/163. 

 448 See, e.g., GA resolutions 44/27 C and 49/10. 
 449 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/147. 
 450 See, e.g., GA resolutions 45/34 and 47/116. 
 451 See, e.g., GA resolutions 46/98 and 49/53. 
 452 See, e.g., GA resolutions 47/135 and 48/119. 
 453 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/183. 
 454 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/102. 
 455 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/133. 
 456 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/162. 
 457 See, e.g., GA resolutions 44/50 II, 48/138 and 49/150. 
 458 See, e.g., GA resolutions 45/212, 49/156 and 49/179. 
 459 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/200. 
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Nations system, including non-governmental, 
intergovernmental and governmental organizations;460 
the information media;461 the international sporting 
community;462 youth organizations;463 scientific bodies;464 
financial institutions;465 national coordinating bodies;466 
private organizations;467 political parties, movements 
and factions;468 individuals469 or individuals 
concerned;470 and the public at large,471 alone or in 
conjunction with others. For example, in its resolution 
48/160, the Assembly called upon non-governmental 
educational institutions, private organizations and 
individuals concerned to assist the United Nations 
Educational and Training Programme for Southern 
Africa by entering into cost-sharing and other 
arrangements with it and by facilitating the returnability 
and job placement of its graduates. 
 

 3. Subjects dealt with in the recommendations 
 

 (a) Recommendations adopted without reference to a 
Main Committee 

 

85. The Assembly continued to make 
recommendations with regard to subjects without 
reference to a Main Committee addressed in previous 
review periods. Such subjects included the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Right of 
Peoples to Peace;472 the implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples;473 the dissemination 
of information on decolonization;474 various issues 
relating to the policies of apartheid of the Government 
of South Africa;475 and return or restitution of cultural 
property to the countries of origin.476 
__________________ 
 460 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/87. 
 461 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/79 B. 
 462 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/176 G. 
 463 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/103. 
 464 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/151. 
 465 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/133. 
 466 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/103. 
 467 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/117. 
 468 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/160. 
 469 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/79 B. 
 470 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/117. 
 471 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/27 D. 
 472 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/14. 
 473 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/71. 
 474 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/24. 
 475 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/116. 
 476 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/15. 

86. During the period under review, the Assembly 
also made recommendations with regard to subjects 
given a new and more defined focus, including the 
achievements of the International Year of Peace;477 
electoral assistance to Haiti;478 the uprising (intifada) 
of the Palestinian people;479 the situation of democracy 
and human rights in Haiti;480 the International Decade 
for the Eradication of Colonialism (1990-2000);481 the 
International Day of Disabled Persons;482 the 
International Year for the World’s Indigenous People 
(1993);483 the protection of global climate for present 
and future generations of mankind;484 emergency 
action to combat locust infestation in Africa;485 
elimination of apartheid and establishment of a united, 
democratic and non-racial South Africa;486 and 
strengthening of the coordination of emergency 
humanitarian assistance of the United Nations.487 
 

 (b) Recommendations adopted on reports of the 
First Committee: disarmament and related 
international security questions 

 

87. The Assembly made several recommendations on 
questions relating to the social and economic aspect of 
disarmament and related international security 
questions under continuous discussion in the First 
Committee, such as the cessation of all nuclear test 
explosions.488 These subjects included the creation of a 
comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty,489 the 
establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the 
region of the Middle East,490 the prevention of an arms 
race in outer space,491 the question of Antarctica,492 
the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
__________________ 
 477 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/11. 
 478 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/2. 
 479 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/69. 
 480 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/7. 
 481 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/181. 
 482 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/3. 
 483 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/75. 
 484 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/195. 
 485 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/20. 
 486 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/159. 
 487 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/139. 
 488 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/105. 
 489 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/107. 
 490 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/108. 
 491 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/55 A. 
 492 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/124 B. 
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Denuclearization of Africa,493 reduction of military 
budgets and transparency of military expenditures.494 

88. In addition, the Assembly also reviewed the 
implementation of the outcome of some of its special 
sessions, for example, the Concluding Document of the 
Twelfth Special Session of the General Assembly, 
including the World Disarmament Campaign,495 
nuclear arms freeze,496 and the United Nations 
Disarmament Fellowship, Training and Advisory 
Services Programme.497 In addition, the Assembly 
reviewed the recommendations and decisions adopted 
by the Assembly at its tenth special session, in relation 
to implementation of the guidelines for appropriate 
types of confidence-building measures.498 

89. During the period under review, the Assembly 
also addressed a few subjects given a new or more 
defined focus relating to the issue of general and 
complete disarmament, including international arms 
transfers499 and nuclear disarmament with a view to 
the ultimate elimination of nuclear weapons.500 
 

 (c) Recommendations adopted on reports of the 
Special Political and Decolonization Committee 

 

90. On the basis of reports of the Special Political 
and Decolonization Committee, the Assembly adopted 
a number of recommendations on subjects discussed at 
previous review sessions. For example, the Assembly 
continued to adopt recommendations further to the 
mandate of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, such 
as assistance to Palestine refugees;501 offers by 
Member States of grants and scholarships for higher 
education, including vocational training, for Palestine 
refugees;502 return of population and refugees 
displaced since 1967;503 revenues derived from 
Palestine refugee properties;504 protection of Palestine 
__________________ 
 493 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/34 A. 
 494 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/62. 
 495 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/117 A. 
 496 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/37 C. 
 497 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/117 E. 
 498 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/77 D. 
 499 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/36 H. 
 500 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/75 H. 
 501 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/47 A. 
 502 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/73 D. 
 503 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/46 G. 
 504 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/69 H. 

refugees;505 and the University of Jerusalem 
“Al-Quds” for Palestine refugees.506 

91. During the period under review, the Assembly 
also addressed some subjects given a new or more 
defined focus, such as questions relating to 
information;507 the implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples;508 and reports of the Special Committee 
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human 
Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the 
Occupied Territories.509 
 

 (d) Recommendations adopted on reports  
of the Second Committee: economic 
and financial questions 

 

92. As in the past, the Assembly adopted several 
recommendations on economic and financial questions 
under continuous discussion in the Second Committee. 
Some of these recommendations dealt with the issue of 
the Palestine people, for example, assistance to the 
Palestine people510 and living conditions of the 
Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian 
territories.511 

93. The Assembly also continued to adopt 
recommendations on nature and the environment, for 
example, the Plan of Action to Combat 
Desertification;512 international cooperation in the 
field of the environment;513 and combating 
desertification and drought.514 

94. Recommendations adopted by the Assembly on 
reports of the Second Committee also dealt with 
several subjects given a new or more defined focus. 
With regard to social progress and development, 
recommendations were adopted on, inter alia, the 
integration of women in development;515 the Global 
Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000;516 international 
cooperation for the eradication of poverty in 
__________________ 
 505 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/40 H. 
 506 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/35 G. 
 507 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/44 A and B. 
 508 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/41. 
 509 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/48. 
 510 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/183. 
 511 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/162. 
 512 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/172. 
 513 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/229. 
 514 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/161. 
 515 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/171. 
 516 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/173. 
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developing countries;517 the World Decade for Cultural 
Development (1988-1997);518 the International 
Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade;519 the 
prevention and control of AIDS;520 the World Summit 
for Children;521 women, environment, population and 
sustainable development;522 the Summit on the 
Economic Advancement of Rural Women;523 
observance of World Day for Water;524 observance of 
an international day for the eradication of poverty;525 
the International Year for the Eradication of 
Poverty;526 and prevention action and intensification of 
the struggle against malaria in developing countries, 
particularly in Africa.527 

95. On the issue of nature and the environment, 
recommendations adopted by the Assembly included 
the protection of global climate for present and future 
generations of mankind;528 international cooperation in 
the monitoring, assessment and anticipation of 
environmental threats and in assistance in cases of 
environmental emergency;529 traffic in toxic and 
dangerous products and wastes;530 the International 
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (1990-1999);531 
the elaboration of an international convention to 
combat desertification in those countries experiencing 
serious drought and/or desertification, particularly in 
Africa;532 support for the Global Learning and 
Observations to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) 
programme;533 the International Day for the 
Preservation of the Ozone Layer;534 and observance of 
the World Day to Combat Desertification and 
Drought.535  
 

__________________ 
 517 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/212. 
 518 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/238. 
 519 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/181. 
 520 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/187. 
 521 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/217. 
 522 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/167. 
 523 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/174. 
 524 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/193. 
 525 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/196. 
 526 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/183. 
 527 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/135. 
 528 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/207. 
 529 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/224. 
 530 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/226. 
 531 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/185. 
 532 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/191. 
 533 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/112. 
 534 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/114. 
 535 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/115. 

 (e) Recommendations adopted on reports of the 
Third Committee: social, humanitarian 
and cultural questions 

 

96. As in the past, the Assembly continued to 
consider subjects relating to social, humanitarian and 
cultural questions. Recommendations relating to social 
progress and development, including women, under 
continuous review by the Third Committee included 
policies and programmes involving youth;536 the 
Guiding Principles for Developmental Social Welfare 
Policies and Programmes in the Near Future;537 the 
implementation of plans, strategies and programmes of 
action in the social field at the national level;538 
elderly women;539 International Literacy Year;540 the 
achievement of social justice;541 the world social 
situation;542 women and literacy;543 preparation for 
and observance of the International Year of the 
Family;544 and the role of cooperatives in the light of 
new economic and social trends.545 

97. During the period under review, the Assembly 
also adopted several recommendations on subjects 
given a new or more defined focus. On the issue of 
social progress and development, including women, 
recommendations were adopted on, inter alia, the 
following subjects: the twentieth anniversary of the 
Declaration on Social Progress and Development;546 
national experience in promoting the cooperative 
movement;547 the right to development;548 the 
implementation of the International Plan of Action on 
Aging and related activities;549 the implementation of 
the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled 
Persons and the United Nations Decade of Disabled 
Persons (1983-1992);550 the implementation of the 
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the 
__________________ 
 536 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/59. 
 537 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/65. 
 538 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/66. 
 539 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/76. 
 540 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/127. 
 541 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/86. 
 542 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/87. 
 543 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/126. 
 544 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/92. 
 545 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/90. 
 546 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/57. 
 547 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/58. 
 548 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/62. 
 549 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/67. 
 550 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/70. 
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Advancement of Women;551 the improvement of the 
situation of women in rural areas;552 the need to ensure 
a healthy environment for the well-being of 
individuals;553 the International Year of the Family;554 
the protection of persons with mental illness and the 
improvement of mental health care;555 violence against 
migrant women workers;556 the Standard Rules on the 
Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with 
Disabilities;557 the World Summit for Social 
Development;558 rape and abuse of women in the areas 
of armed conflict in the former Yugoslavia;559 traffic in 
women and girls;560 and respect for the universal 
freedom of travel and the vital importance of family 
reunification.561 

98. The subject of crime prevention and criminal 
justice was also considered during the period under 
review. Thus, recommendations were adopted on, inter 
alia, international cooperation in combating organized 
crime;562 the computerization of criminal justice;563 
the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for 
Non-custodial Measures (The Tokyo Rules);564 the 
Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners;565 the 
United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of 
Juvenile Delinquency (The Riyadh Guidelines);566 the 
United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles 
Deprived of their Liberty;567 domestic violence;568 the 
instrumental use of children in criminal activities;569 
the Model Treaty on Extradition;570 the Model Treaty 
on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters;571 the 
Model Treaty on the Transfer of Proceedings in 
__________________ 
 551 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/77. 
 552 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/78. 
 553 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/94. 
 554 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/133. 
 555 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/119. 
 556 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/96. 
 557 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/96. 
 558 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/100. 
 559 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/143. 
 560 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/166. 
 561 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/182. 
 562 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/71. 
 563 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/109. 
 564 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/110. 
 565 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/111. 
 566 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/112. 
 567 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/113. 
 568 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/114. 
 569 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/115. 
 570 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/116. 
 571 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/117. 

Criminal Matters;572 the Model Treaty on the Transfer 
of Supervision of Offenders Conditionally Sentenced 
or Conditionally Released;573 criminal justice 
education;574 the prevention of the smuggling of 
aliens;575 the need to adopt efficient international 
measures for the prevention of the sale of children, 
child prostitution and child pornography;576 the Naples 
Political Declaration and Global Action Plan against 
Organized Transnational Crime;577 and human rights 
and terrorism.578 

99. The issue of narcotic drugs was discussed on 
several occasions and recommendations were adopted 
on, for example, the implementation of the United 
Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances;579 the 
implementation of the Global Programme of Action 
against illicit narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances;580 the enhancement of the United Nations 
structure for drug abuse control;581 and international 
action to combat drug abuse and illicit production and 
trafficking.582 

100. As in the previous periods, the Assembly 
continued to adopt recommendations on human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, such as the Second Decade 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination;583 
popular participation in its various forms as an important 
factor in development and in the full realization of all 
human rights;584 national experience in promoting the 
cooperative movement;585 the development of public 
information activities in the field of human rights;586 
the status of the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid;587 the universal realization of the right of 
peoples to self-determination;588 the Second Optional 
__________________ 
 572 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/118. 
 573 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/119. 
 574 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/122. 
 575 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/102. 
 576 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/156. 
 577 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/159. 
 578 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/185. 
 579 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/140. 
 580 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/148. 
 581 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/179. 
 582 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/112. 
 583 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/52. 
 584 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/53. 
 585 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/58. 
 586 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/61. 
 587 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/69. 
 588 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/79. 
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Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death 
penalty;589 the elimination of all forms of religious 
intolerance;590 human rights and scientific and 
technological developments;591 the reporting 
obligations of States to United Nations conventions on 
human rights;592 the enhancement of the effectiveness 
of the principle of periodic and genuine elections;593 
respect for the principles of national sovereignty and 
non-interference in the internal affairs of States in their 
electoral processes;594 human rights based on 
solidarity;595 the enlargement of the Commission on 
Human Rights and the further promotion of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms;596 torture and 
inhuman treatment of children in detention in South 
Africa and Namibia;597 summary and arbitrary 
executions;598 the question of enforced or involuntary 
disappearances;599 human rights in the administration of 
justice;600 and human rights and extreme poverty.601 

101. Other recommendations on issues relating to 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, adopted by the 
Assembly on reports from the Third Committee, 
included national institutions for the protection and 
promotion of human rights;602 the International Year for 
the World’s Indigenous People (1993);603 “ethnic 
cleansing” and racial hatred;604 the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All 
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families;605 the 
implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child;606 observance of the referendum process in 
Eritrea;607 the United Nations Year for Tolerance;608 
regional arrangements for the promotion and protection 
__________________ 
 589 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/128. 
 590 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/131. 
 591 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/133. 
 592 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/135. 
 593 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/146. 
 594 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/147. 
 595 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/148. 
 596 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/167. 
 597 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/144. 
 598 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/162. 
 599 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/165. 
 600 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/166. 
 601 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/121. 
 602 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/124. 
 603 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/128. 
 604 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/80. 
 605 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/110. 
 606 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/112. 
 607 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/114. 
 608 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/124. 

of human rights;609 strengthening of the Centre for 
Human Rights of the Secretariat;610 the Third Decade to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination;611 the 
World Conference on Human Rights;612 the High 
Commissioner for the promotion and protection of all 
human rights;613 the United Nations Voluntary Fund for 
Victims of Torture;614 the United Nations Decade for 
Human Rights Education;615 effective promotion of the 
Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to 
National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic 
Minorities;616 strengthening of the rule of law;617 the 
plight of street children;618 and the International Decade 
of the World’s Indigenous People.619 

102. With regard to humanitarian questions, 
recommendations were adopted on, inter alia, the 
International Conference on the Plight of Refugees, 
Returnees and Displaced Persons in Southern Africa;620 
the International Conference on Indo-Chinese 
Refugees;621 the International Conference on Central 
American Refugees;622 human rights and mass 
exoduses;623 humanitarian assistance to victims of 
natural disasters and similar emergency situations;624 
the new international humanitarian order;625 promotion 
of international cooperation in the humanitarian 
field;626 internally displaced persons;627 the protection 
of children affected by armed conflicts;628 and 
assistance to unaccompanied refugee minors.629 

103. In addition, the Assembly continued to adopt 
recommendations on the situation of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in various countries, including 
__________________ 
 609 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/125. 
 610 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/127. 
 611 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/91. 
 612 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/121. 
 613 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/141. 
 614 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/176. 
 615 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/184. 
 616 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/192. 
 617 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/194. 
 618 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/212. 
 619 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/214. 
 620 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/136. 
 621 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/138. 
 622 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/139. 
 623 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/164. 
 624 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/100. 
 625 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/101. 
 626 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/102. 
 627 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/135. 
 628 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/157. 
 629 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/172. 
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Afghanistan,630 Chile,631 El Salvador,632 the Islamic 
Republic of Iran,633 Iraq,634 Kuwait under Iraqi 
occupation,635 Haiti,636 Cuba,637 Myanmar,638 
Somalia,639 the Sudan,640 the territory of the former 
Yugoslavia,641 Estonia and Latvia,642 Cambodia,643 
Kosovo644 and Rwanda.645 
 

 (f) Recommendations adopted on reports of the 
Sixth Committee: legal questions 

 

104. With respect to subjects discussed in the Sixth 
Committee, the Assembly adopted recommendations 
on, inter alia, measures to eliminate international 
terrorism;646 the status of the Protocols Additional to 
the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and relating to the 
protection of victims of armed conflicts;647 the 
protection of the environment in times of armed 
conflicts;648 and the establishment of an international 
criminal court.649 
 

 4. Types of actions envisaged in 
the recommendations 

 

 (a) Actions proposed to States 
 

105. In addition to requesting the studies referred to 
above during the period under review,650 the Assembly 
continued to adopt recommendations envisaging that 
Governments and States, whether or not they were 
Members of the United Nations, undertake a wide 
variety of actions. The types of actions envisaged were 
similar to those referred to in the Repertory and its 
__________________ 
 630 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/161. 
 631 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/166. 
 632 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/172. 
 633 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/173. 
 634 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/134. 
 635 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/135. 
 636 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/138. 
 637 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/139. 
 638 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/144. 
 639 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/146. 
 640 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/147. 
 641 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/153. 
 642 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/155. 
 643 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/199. 
 644 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/204. 
 645 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/206. 
 646 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/51. 
 647 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/30. 
 648 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/37. 
 649 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/53. 
 650 See, sect. A above. 

Supplements. Furthermore, as in previous review 
periods,651 the Assembly continued to recommend that 
several actions be taken on the policies of apartheid, 
and at the end of the period under review, following the 
process of peaceful change culminating in the first 
democratic elections in South Africa in 1994, the 
Assembly welcomed South Africa back to the 
community of nations and decided inter alia to lift the 
sanctions against it,652 to terminate the mandate of the 
Special Committee against Apartheid,653 and to remove 
from its agenda the item entitled “Elimination of 
apartheid and establishment of a united, democratic and 
non-racial South Africa”.654 Several recommendations 
continued to include actions with regard to 
decolonization and occupied territories, such as to cease 
military intervention in, and occupation of, foreign 
countries and territories;655 discontinue all relations 
that run counter to the Declaration on Apartheid and its 
Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa;656 lift 
restrictions hindering the implementation of assistance 
projects for Palestinian people in the occupied 
Palestinian territory;657 provide moral and material 
assistance to the peoples of colonial territories;658 and 
give effect to the implementation of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples.659 

106. On issues relating to social progress and 
development, including women, actions envisaged in 
recommendations to be taken by States included 
actions with a view to establishing national 
committees660 or national mechanisms;661 stressing 
certain important objectives;662 working for the 
achievement of some goals;663 presenting and 
promoting concrete activities for specified issues;664 
including youth representatives in national delegations 
__________________ 
 651 See, e.g. Supplement No. 7, vol. II, under Article 13 (1) 

(b) and (2), para. 100. 
 652 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/1. 
 653 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/258 A. 
 654 Ibid. 
 655 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/80. 
 656 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/33. 
 657 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/201. 
 658 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/52. 
 659 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/89. 
 660 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/238. 
 661 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/92. 
 662 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/181. 
 663 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/174. 
 664 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/196. 
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to international meetings and conferences dealing with 
youth-related issues;665 participating in international 
cooperation with a view to improving the living 
conditions of disabled persons;666 eliminating de jure 
and de facto barriers to schooling for women of all 
ages;667 encouraging national and international efforts 
to prevent the further spread of AIDS;668 and 
considering the signing and ratification of accession to 
conventions and international instruments concerning 
the problem of trafficking.669 

107. On questions of a predominantly economic 
nature, States were called upon to assist in achieving a 
durable solution to the external debt problems of 
developing countries.670 Thus, States were called upon 
to implement further cancellation or reduction of debt 
and debt service related to official development service 
and other debt relief measures.671 States were also 
requested to contribute to the relief, reconstruction672 
and rehabilitation of individual countries,673 and to 
provide special economic assistance.674 States were 
requested to contribute to the relief and repatriation of 
refugees675 and the financing of United Nations 
programmes (such as the United Nations Programme of 
Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and 
Wider Appreciation of International Law),676 
groups,677 institutes,678 missions,679 and operations.680 

108. Moreover, States were requested to terminate all 
economic collaboration with the racist regime of South 
Africa681 and, as of 1993, to cease economic sanctions 
against South Africa.682 States were called upon to 
undertake measures to aid in the improvement of the 
__________________ 
 665 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/59. 
 666 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/70. 
 667 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/126. 
 668 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/187. 
 669 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/166. 
 670 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/148. 
 671 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/148. 
 672 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/21 C. 
 673 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/3. 
 674 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/171. 
 675 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/15. 
 676 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/28. 
 677 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/44. 
 678 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/62 G. 
 679 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/190. 
 680 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/192 A. 
 681 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/17. 
 682 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/1. 

commodity economy of developing countries.683 States 
were also called upon to support regional economic 
integration among developing countries.684 

109. Furthermore, States were called upon to refrain 
from using economic measures as a means of political 
and economic coercion against developing countries685 
and were urged to halt and reverse protectionism.686 

110. During the period under review, the Assembly 
also envisaged, inter alia, that States and Governments 
would encourage certain actions;687 preserve 
civilization and ensure the right to life;688 provide the 
fullest possible financial and political support;689 
refrain from using the issue of drug abuse and illicit 
trafficking for political purposes;690 participate 
actively in the preparatory process and in the World 
Conference on Human Rights;691 promote public 
awareness692 of, or concrete activities693 in connection 
with, certain issues; and give widespread publicity to 
some documents.694 

111. In some instances, the Assembly envisaged that 
States would undertake actions in concert or in 
cooperation with others, including States,695 
Governments,696 specialized agencies,697 international698 
and non-governmental699 organizations, citizens,700 the 
Secretariat701 or the Secretary-General,702 the 
Commission on Human Rights,703 regional 
commissions,704 the international financial institutions,705 
__________________ 
 683 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/218. 
 684 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/145. 
 685 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/210. 
 686 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/183. 
 687 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/18. 
 688 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/93. 
 689 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/104. 
 690 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/98. 
 691 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/122. 
 692 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/193. 
 693 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/196. 
 694 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/121. 
 695 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/50 I. 
 696 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/70. 
 697 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/130. 
 698 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/7. 
 699 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/110. 
 700 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/66. 
 701 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/72. 
 702 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/92. 
 703 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/117. 
 704 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/92. 
 705 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/112 III. 
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and liberation movements.706 Thus, by its resolution 
49/212, the Assembly invited Governments, United 
Nations bodies and organizations, including the United 
Nations Children’s Fund, and intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations to cooperate with each 
other to ensure greater awareness and more effective 
action to solve the problem of street children. 

112. As in the past, the Assembly continued its 
practice of envisaging limitations for the 
implementation of its resolutions. Such limitations 
included “as appropriate and in accordance with their 
national structures, needs and objectives”,707 “where 
possible”,708 “in accordance with their respective 
constitutional systems”,709 “consistent with relevant 
international and regional instruments”710 and “in 
conformity with international standards of human 
rights”.711 Thus, by its resolution 49/181, the Assembly 
invited Member States to consider adopting, as 
appropriate, within the framework of their respective 
legal systems and in accordance with their obligations 
under international law, especially the Charter, and 
international human rights instruments, the measures 
that they might deem appropriate to achieve further 
progress in international cooperation in promoting and 
encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 

 (b) Actions proposed to the specialized agencies, 
organizations, organs, bodies and other entities 
of the United Nations system 

 

113. Recommendations addressed to the specialized 
agencies, organizations, organs, bodies and other 
entities of the United Nations system envisaged the 
undertaking of a variety of activities. During the period 
under review, before deciding in 1994 to remove from 
its agenda the item on apartheid,712 the Assembly 
recommended that action be taken against the regime 
of apartheid, including observance of the mandatory 
arms embargo;713 observance of the oil embargo;714 no 
extension of new loans and credits;715 and support for 
__________________ 
 706 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/21 N. 
 707 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/90. 
 708 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/99. 
 709 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/131. 
 710 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/116. 
 711 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/188. 
 712 See, para. 87, above. 
 713 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/116 A. 
 714 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/116 D. 
 715 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/116 E. 

the work of the Commission against Apartheid in 
Sports.716 

114. In addition, the Assembly recommended that the 
entities under review in this subsection use their 
influence,717 continue to examine certain issues,718 
participate in the implementation of plans of 
activities,719 assist Governments,720 step up721 or 
coordinate722 their activities, convene meetings723 or 
organize practice-oriented workshops, research 
projects and training programmes,724 disseminate 
information,725 consider ways and means of following 
up recommendations726 or enhancing international 
cooperation,727 cooperate with the Secretary-General 
in achieving certain objectives,728 pay particular 
attention to,729 make appropriate contributions to a 
negotiating process,730 adhere to the principles set 
forth in some instruments,731 and contribute to the 
promotion and protection of human rights.732 For 
example, by its resolution 48/163, the Assembly 
recommended that the specialized agencies, regional 
commissions, financial and development institutions 
and other relevant organizations of the United Nations 
system increase their efforts to take into special 
account the needs of indigenous people. On several 
occasions, those entities were also requested to 
contribute to the relief, reconstruction, recovery, 
rehabilitation and development needs of individual 
countries733 and provide special economic 
assistance.734 

115. As in the past, the Assembly requested that 
actions envisaged in the recommendations be taken in 
__________________ 
 716 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/116 G. 
 717 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/1. 
 718 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/48 A. 
 719 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/52. 
 720 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/171. 
 721 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/90. 
 722 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/167 
 723 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/97. 
 724 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/87. 
 725 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/104. 
 726 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/153. 
 727 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/102. 
 728 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/92. 
 729 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/187. 
 730 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/212. 
 731 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/103 I. 
 732 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/138. 
 733 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/197. 
 734 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/21 H and I. 
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concert with other entities. Thus, as in the previous 
review period,735 the Assembly continued to call upon 
agencies and programmes of the United Nations system 
to continue cooperating with the Secretary-General and 
the High Commissioner for Refugees in the 
implementation of humanitarian programmes of 
assistance for the student refugees in southern 
Africa.736 

116. In some instances, the Assembly also envisaged 
limitations in the implementation of its 
recommendations. For example, by its resolution 
48/47, the Assembly requested the specialized agencies 
and the international institutions associated with the 
United Nations to strengthen existing measures of 
support and formulate additional appropriate 
programmes of assistance to the remaining Trust and 
Non-Self-Governing Territories, within the framework 
of their respective mandates, in order to accelerate 
progress in the economic and social sectors of those 
Territories. 
 

 (c) Actions proposed to organizations and entities not 
part of the United Nations system 

 

117. In conformity with its previous practice, the 
Assembly recommended that organizations and entities 
not part of the United Nations system, including  
non-member States, intergovernmental organizations, 
non-governmental organizations, and the international 
community, undertake various actions. In addition to 
those actions enumerated in the Repertory and its 
Supplements, the Assembly recommended such entities 
to, inter alia, continue to intensify their activities in 
cooperation with the United Nations;737 act in 
accordance with the provisions of certain 
resolutions;738 enhance their support for some 
peoples;739 continue to act as channels of 
communication;740 give the highest priority to 
activities and programmes;741 and take action for the 
implementation of United Nations conventions.742 
 

__________________ 
 735 See, Supplement No. 7, vol. II, under Article 13 (1) (b) 

and (2), para. 108. 
 736 GA resolution 45/171. 
 737 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/33. 
 738 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/83. 
 739 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/76. 
 740 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/85. 
 741 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/91. 
 742 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/234 

 (d) Actions proposed to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations 

 

118. As in previous review periods, the Assembly also 
addressed its recommendations to the Secretary-General 
for the purpose of implementing its recommendations. 
The recommendations envisaged actions similar to those 
described in the Repertory and its Supplements as well 
as actions to continue to promote genuine 
negotiations743 or make available his good offices;744 
implement745 or assist in the implementation746 of 
resolutions; mobilize resources747 or make adequate 
resources available;748 proceed with the sale of the 
headquarters building of the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research;749 strengthen coordination of the 
activities undertaken by the organizations and 
programmes of the United Nations system;750 give high 
priority to specific issues;751 continue to accord special 
attention to some situations;752 consider the feasibility of 
appointing eminent personalities as goodwill 
ambassadors;753 provide conference services;754 make 
every effort to create conditions more conducive to 
achieving parity in the press coverage of meetings in 
English and French;755 ensure the fullest effective 
deployment of the skills and resources of Secretariat 
units;756 strengthen offices,757 organs758 and 
programmes;759 develop plans760 or projects;761 
establish762 or administer763 funds and encourage 
contributions to funds;764 establish a computerized 
database to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of 
__________________ 
 743 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/27 B. 
 744 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/114. 
 745 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/50 II. 
 746 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/100. 
 747 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/187. 
 748 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/100. 
 749 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/175. 
 750 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/238. 
 751 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/85. 
 752 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/105. 
 753 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/94. 
 754 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/97. 
 755 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/44. 
 756 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/128. 
 757 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/118. 
 758 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/93. 
 759 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/95. 
 760 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/73. 
 761 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/118. 
 762 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/92. 
 763 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/195. 
 764 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/108. 
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the functioning of the treaty bodies;765 respond 
favourably to requests from Member States for 
assistance;766 propose the appointment of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights;767 
facilitate the dissemination of information on United 
Nations conventions;768 and take advantage of the 
collaboration of non-governmental organizations.769 

119. In some instances, the Secretary-General was 
requested to take action in cooperation and consultation 
with others, including Government authorities770 or 
States,771 programmes of the United Nations,772 the 
__________________ 
 765 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/120. 
 766 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/134. 
 767 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/141 and decision 48/321. 
 768 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/164. 
 769 See, e.g., GA resolution 49/187. 
 770 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/177. 
 771 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/92. 
 772 See, e.g., GA resolution 44/172 A. 

specialized agencies,773 and entities not part of the 
United Nations system.774 Thus, by its resolution 48/57, 
the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to 
continue to strengthen the consolidated appeals process 
for humanitarian assistance, and invited all concerned 
operational and humanitarian organizations and agencies 
to cooperate and fully participate with the Secretary-
General in the preparation of those appeals. 

120. The Assembly also continued to envisage 
limitations for the implementation of its 
recommendations. Thus, on several occasions, the 
Assembly requested the Secretary-General to take 
action “in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations”775 or “within existing resources”.776 
__________________ 
 773 See, e.g., GA resolution 45/212. 
 774 See, e.g., GA resolution 47/20. 
 775 See, e.g., GA resolution 46/100. 
 776 See, e.g., GA resolution 48/100. 

 

 

 


