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Chapter IV

TREATIES CONCERNING INTERNATIONAL LAW CONCLUDED UNDER
THE AUSPICES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND RELATED INTERGOV-
ERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Treaties concerning international law concluded under the auspices
of the United Nations

1. UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS
OF USE OF CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS WHICH MAY BE DEEMED
TO BE EXCESSIVELY INJURIOUS OR TO HAVE INDISCRIMINATE EFFECTS

(a) CONVENTION ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL
WEAPONS WHICH MAY BE DEEMED TO BE EXCESSIVELY INJURIOUS OR TO HAVE INDISCRIM-
INATE EFFECTS.1 DONE AT GENEVA ON 10 OCTOBER 1980

The High Contracting Parties,
Recalling that every State has the duty, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations,

to refrain in its international relations from the threat or use of force against the sovereignty,
territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with
the purposes of the United Nations.

Further recalling the general principle of the protection of the civilian population against the
effects of hostilities,

Basing themselves on the principle of international law that the right of the parties to an armed
conflict to choose methods or means of warfare is not unlimited, and on the principle that prohibits
the employment in armed conflicts of weapons, projectiles and material and methods of warfare
of a nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering,

Also recalling that it is prohibited to employ methods or means of warfare which are intended,
or may be expected, to cause widespread, long-term and severe damage to the natural environment,

Confirming their determination that in cases not covered by this Convention and its annexed
Protocols or by other international agreements, the civilian population and the combatants shall at
all times remain under the protection and authority of the principles of international law derived
from established custom, from the principles of humanity and from the dictates of public conscience,

Desiring to contribute to international detente, the ending of the arms race and the building
of confidence among States, and hence to the realization of the aspiration of all peoples to live in
peace,

Recognizing the importance of pursuing every effort which may contribute to progress towards
general and complete disarmament under strict and effective international control,

Reaffirming the need to continue the codification and progressive development of the rules of
international law applicable in armed conflict,

Wishing to prohibit or restrict further the use of certain conventional weapons and believing
that the positive results achieved in this area may facilitate the main talks on disarmament with a
view to putting an end to the production, stockpiling and proliferation of such weapons,

Emphasizing the desirability that all States become parties to this Convention and its annexed
Protocols, especially the militarily significant States,
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Bearing in mind that the General Assembly of the United Nations and the United Nations
Disarmament Commission may decide to examine the question of a possible broadening of the
scope of the prohibitions and restrictions contained in this Convention and its annexed Protocols,

Further bearing in mind that the Committee on Disarmament may decide to consider the
question of adopting further measures to prohibit or restrict the use of certain conventional weapons,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
SCOPE OF APPLICATION

This Convention and its annexed Protocols shall apply in the situations referred to in Article
2 common to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the Protection of War Victims,2

including any situation described in paragraph 4 of Article I of Additional Protocol I to these
Conventions.3

Article 2
RELATIONS WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

Nothing in this Convention or its annexed Protocols shall be interpreted as detracting from
other obligations imposed upon the High Contracting Parties by international humanitarian law
applicable in armed conflict.

Article 3
SIGNATURE

This Convention shall be open for signature by all States at United Nations Headquarters in
New York for a period of twelve months from 10 April 1981.

Article 4
RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE, APPROVAL OR ACCESSION

1. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the Signatories. Any
State which has not signed this Convention may accede to it.

2. The instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be deposited with
the Depositary.

3. Expressions of consent to be bound by any of the Protocols annexed to this Convention
shall be optional for each State, provided that at the time of the deposit of its instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval of this Convention or of accession thereto, that State shall
notify the Depositary of its consent to be bound by any two or more of these Protocols.

4. At any time after the deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval of
this Convention or of accession thereto, a State may notify the Depositary of its consent to be
bound by any annexed Protocol by which it is not already bound.

5. Any Protocol by which a High Contracting Party is bound shall for that Party form an
integral part of this Convention.

Article 5
ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This Convention shall enter into force six months after the date of deposit of the twentieth
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

2. For any State which deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or acces-
sion after the date of the deposit of the twentieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession, this Convention shall enter into force six months after the date on which that State
has deposited its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

3. Each of the Protocols annexed to this Convention shall enter into force six months after
the date by which twenty States have notified their consent to be bound by it in accordance with
paragraph 3 or 4 of Article 4 of this Convention.
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4. For any State which notifies its consent to be bound by a Protocol annexed to this
Convention after the date by which twenty States have notified their consent to be bound by it, the
Protocol shall enter into force six months after the date on which that State has notified its consent
so to be bound.

Article 6
DISSEMINATION

The High Contracting Parties undertake, in time of peace as in time of armed conflict, to
disseminate this Convention and those of its annexed Protocols by which they are bound as widely
as possible in their respective countries and, in particular, to include the study thereof in their
programmes of military instruction, so that those instruments may become known to their armed
forces.

Article 7
TREATY RELATIONS UPON ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THIS CONVENTION

1. When one of the parties to a conflict is not bound by an annexed Protocol, the parties
bound by this Convention and that annexed Protocol shall remain bound by them in their mutual
relations.

2. Any High Contracting Party shall be bound by this Convention and any Protocol annexed
thereto which is in force for it, in any situation contemplated by Article 1, in relation to any State
which is not a party to this Convention or bound by the relevant annexed Protocol, if the latter
accepts and applies this Convention or the relevant Protocol, and so notifies the Depositary.

3. The Depositary shall immediately inform the High Contracting Parties concerned of any
notification received under paragraph 2 of this Article.

4. This Convention, and the annexed Protocols by which a High Contracting Party is bound,
shall apply with respect to an armed conflict against that High Contracting Party of the type referred
to in Article 1, paragraph 4, of Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August
1949 for the Protection of War Victims:

(a) where the High Contracting Party is also a party to Additional Protocol I and an authority
referred to in Article 96, paragraph 3, of that Protocol has undertaken to apply the Geneva Con-
ventions and Additional Protocol I in accordance with Article 96, paragraph 3, of the said Protocol,
and undertakes to apply this Convention and the relevant annexed Protocols In relation to that
conflict; or

(b) where the High Contracting Party is not a party to Additional Protocol I, and an authority
of the type referred to in subparagraph (a) above accepts and applies the obligations of the Geneva
Conventions and of this Convention and the relevant annexed Protocols in relation to that conflict.
Such an acceptance and application shall have in relation to that conflict the following effects:

(i) the Geneva Conventions and this Convention and its relevant annexed Protocols are
brought into force for the parties to the conflict with immediate effect;

(ii) the said authority assumes the same rights and obligations as those which have been
assumed by a High Contracting Party to the Geneva Conventions, this Convention and
its relevant annexed Protocols; and

(iii) the Geneva Conventions, this Convention and its relevant annexed Protocols are equally
binding upon all parties to the conflict.

The High Contracting Party and the authority may also agree to accept and apply the obligations
of Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions on a reciprocal basis.

Article 8
REVIEW AND AMENDMENTS

1. (a) At any time after the entry into force of this Convention any High Contracting Party
may propose amendments to this Convention or any annexed Protocol by which it is bound. Any
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proposal for an amendment shall be communicated to the Depositary, who shall notify it to all the
High Contracting Parties and shall seek their views on whether a conference should be convened
to consider the proposal. If a majority that shall not be less than eighteen of the High Contracting
Parties so agree, he shall promptly convene a conference to which all High Contracting Parties
shall be invited. States not parties to this Convention shall be invited to the conference as observers.

(b) Such a conference may agree upon amendments which shall be adopted and shall enter
into force in the same manner as this Convention and the annexed Protocols, provided that amend-
ments to this Convention may be adopted only by the High Contracting Parties and that amendments
to a specific annexed Protocol may be adopted only by the High Contracting Parties which are
bound by that Protocol.

2. (a) At any time after the entry into force of this Convention any High Contracting Party
may propose additional protocols relating to other categories of conventional weapons not covered
by the existing annexed Protocols. Any such proposal for an additional protocol shall be com-
municated to the Depositary, who shall notify it to all the High Contracting Parties in accordance
with subparagraph 1 (a) of this Article. If a majority that shall not be less than eighteen of the
High Contracting Parties so agree, the Depositary shall promptly convene a conference to which
all States shall be invited.

(b) Such a conference may agree, with the full participation of all States represented at the
conference, upon additional protocols which shall be adopted in the same manner as this Convention,
shall be annexed thereto and shall enter into force as provided in paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 5
of this Convention.

3. (a) If, after a period of ten years following the entry into force of this Convention, no
conference has been convened in accordance with subparagraph 1 (a) or 2 (a) of this Article, any
High Contracting Party may request the Depositary to convene a conference to which all High
Contracting Parties shall be invited to review the scope and operation of this Convention and the
Protocols annexed thereto and to consider any proposal for amendments of this Convention or of
the existing Protocols. States not parties to this Convention shall be invited as observers to the
conference. The conference may agree upon amendments which shall be adopted and enter into
force in accordance with subparagraph 1 \b) above.

(b) At such conference consideration may also be given to any proposal for additional
protocols relating to other categories of conventional weapons not covered by the existing annexed
Protocols. All States represented at the conference may participate fully in such consideration. Any
additional protocols shall be adopted in the same manner as this Convention, shall be annexed
thereto and shall enter into force as provided in paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 5 of this Convention.

(c) Such a conference may consider whether provision should be made for the convening
of a further conference at the request of any High Contracting Party if, after a similar period to
that referred to in subparagraph 3 (a) of this Article, no conference has been convened in accordance
with subparagraph 1 (a) or 2 (a) of this Article.

Article 9
DENUNCIATION

1. Any High Contracting Party may denounce this Convention or any of its annexed Protocols
by so notifying the Depositary.

2. Any such denunciation shall only take effect one year after receipt by the Depositary of
the notification of denunciation. If, however, on the expiry of that year the denouncing High
Contracting Party is engaged in one of the situations referred to in Article 1, the Party shall continue
to be bound by the obligations of this Convention and of the relevant annexed Protocols until the
end of the armed conflict or occupation and, in any case, until the termination of operations
connected with the final release, repatriation or re-establishment of the person protected by the
rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, and in the case of any annexed Protocol
containing provisions concerning situations in which peace-keeping, observation or similar functions
are performed by United Nations forces or missions in the area concerned, until the termination
of those functions.
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3. Any denunciation of this Convention shall be considered as also applying to all annexed
Protocols by which the denouncing High Contracting Party is bound.

4. Any denunciation shall have effect only in respect of the denouncing High Contracting
Party.

5. Any denunciation shall not affect the obligations already incurred, by reason of an armed
conflict, under this Convention and its annexed Protocols by such denouncing High Contracting
Party in respect of any act committed before this denunciation becomes effective.

Article 10
DEPOSITARY

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be the Depositary of this Convention
and of its annexed Protocols.

2. In addition to his usual functions, the Depositary shall inform all States of:
(a) signatures affixed to this Convention under Article 3;
(b) deposits of instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval of or accession to this

Convention deposited under Article 4;
(c) notifications of consent to be bound by annexed Protocols under Article 4;
(d) the dates of entry into force of this Convention and of each of its annexed Protocols

under Article 5; and
(e) notifications of denunciation received under article 9, and their effective dates.

Article 11
AUTHENTIC TEXTS

The original of this Convention with the annexed Protocols, of which the Arabic, Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Depositary, who shall transmit certified true copies thereof to all States.

(b) PROTOCOL ON NON-DETECTABLE FRAGMENTS (PROTOCOL I).
DONE AT GENEVA ON 10 OCTOBER 1980

It is prohibited to use any weapon the primary effect of which is to injure by fragments which
in the human body escape detection by X-rays.

(c) PROTOCOL ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF MINES, BOOBY-TRAPS
AND OTHER DEVICES (PROTOCOL II). DONE AT GENEVA ON 10 OCTOBER 1980

Article 1
MATERIAL SCOPE OF APPLICATION

This Protocol relates to the use on land of the mines, booby-traps and other devices defined
herein, including mines laid to interdict beaches, waterway crossings or river crossings, but does
not apply to the use of anti-ship mines at sea or in inland waterways.

Article 2

DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Protocol:
1. "Mine" means any munition placed under, on or near the ground or other surface area

and designed to be detonated or exploded by the presence, proximity or contact of a person or
vehicle, and "remotely delivered mine" means any mine so defined delivered by artillery, rocket,
mortar or similar means or dropped from an aircraft.
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2. "Booby-trap" means any device or material which is designed, constructed or adapted
to kill or injure and which functions unexpectedly when a person disturbs or approaches an apparently
harmless object or performs an apparently safe act.

3. "Other devices" means manually-emplaced munitions and devices designed to kill, injure
or damage and which are actuated by remote control or automatically after a lapse of time.

4. "Military objective" means, so far as objects are concerned, any object which by its
nature, location, purpose or use makes an effective contribution to military action and whose total
or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at the time, offers a
definite military advantage.

5. "Civilian objects" are all objects which are not military objectives as defined in
paragraph 4.

6. "Recording" means a physical, administrative and technical operation designed to obtain,
for the purpose of registration in the official records, all available information facilitating the
location of minefields, mines and booby-traps.

Article 3
GENERAL RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF MINES, BOOBY-TRAPS AND OTHER DEVICES

1. This Article applies to:
(a) mines;
(b) booby-traps; and
(c) other devices.
2. It is prohibited in all circumstances to direct weapons to which this Article applies, either

in offence, defence or by way of reprisals, against the civilian population as such or against
individual civilians.

3. The indiscriminate use of weapons to which this Article applies is prohibited. Indiscrim-
inate use is any placement of such weapons:

(a) which is not on, or directed against, a military objective; or
(b) which employs a method or means of delivery which cannot be directed at a specific

military objective; or
(c) which may be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, damage

to civilian objects or a combination thereof, which would be excessive in relation to the concrete
and direct military advantage anticipated.

4. All feasible precautions shall be taken to protect civilians from the effects of weapons to
which this Article applies. Feasible precautions are those precautions which are practicable or
practically possible taking into account all circumstances ruling at the time, including humanitarian
and military considerations.

Article 4
RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF MINES OTHER THAN REMOTELY DELIVERED MINES,

BOOBY-TRAPS AND OTHER DEVICES IN POPULATED AREAS

1. This Article applies to:
(a) mines other than remotely delivered mines;
(b) booby-traps; and
(c) other devices.
2. It is prohibited to use weapons to which this Article applies in any city, town, village or

other area containing a similar concentration of civilians in which combat between ground forces
is not taking place or does not appear to be imminent, unless either:

(a) they are placed on or in the close vicinity of a military objective belonging to or under
the control of an adverse party; or
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(b) measures are taken to protect civilians from their effects, for example, the posting of
warning signs, the posting of sentries, the issue of warnings or the provision of fences.

Article 5
RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF REMOTELY DELIVERED MINES

1. The use of remotely delivered mines is prohibited unless such mines are only used within
an area which is itself a military objective or which contains military objectives, and unless:

(a) their location can be accurately recorded in accordance with Article 7(l)(a); or
(b) an effective neutralizing mechanism is used on each such mine, that is to say, a self-

actuating mechanism which is designed to render a mine harmless or cause it to destroy itself when
it is anticipated that the mine will no longer serve the military purpose for which it was placed in
position, or a remotely-controlled mechanism which is designed to render harmless or destroy a
mine when the mine no longer serves the military purpose for which it was placed in position.

2. Effective advance warning shall be given of any delivery or dropping of remotely delivered
mines which may affect the civilian population, unless circumstances do not permit.

Article 6
PROHIBITION ON THE USE OF CERTAIN BOOBY-TRAPS

1. Without prejudice to the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict relating
to treachery and perfidy, it is prohibited in all circumstances to use:

(a) any booby-trap in the form of an apparently harmless portable object which is specifically
designed and constructed to contain explosive material and to detonate when it is disturbed or
approached; or

(b) booby-traps which are in any way attached to or associated with:

(i) internationally recognized protective emblems, signs or signals;
(ii) sick, wounded or dead persons;

(iii) burial or cremation sites or graves;
(iv) medical facilities, medical equipment, medical supplies or medical transportation;
(v) children's toys or other portable objects or products specially designed for the feeding,

health, hygiene, clothing or education of children;
(vi) food or drink;

(vii) kitchen utensils or appliances except in military establishments, military locations or
military supply depots;

(viii) objects clearly of a religious nature;
(ix) historic monuments, works of art or places of worship which constitute the cultural

or spiritual heritage of peoples;
(x) animals or their carcasses.

2. It is prohibited in all circumstances to use any booby-trap which is designed to cause
superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering.

Article 7
RECORDING AND PUBLICATION OF THE LOCATION OF MINEFIELDS, MINES

AND BOOBY-TRAPS

1. The parties to a conflict shall record the location of:
(a) all pre-planned minefields laid by them; and
(b) all areas in which they have made large-scale and pre-planned use of booby-traps.
2. The parties shall endeavour to ensure the recording of the location of all other minefields,

mines and booby-traps which they have laid or placed in position.
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3. All such records shall be retained by the parties who shall:
(a) immediately after the cessation of active hostilities:

(i) take all necessary and appropriate measures, including the use of such records, to protect
civilians from the effects of minefields, mines and booby-traps; and either

(ii) in cases where the forces of neither party are in the territory of the adverse party, make
available to each other and to the Secretary-General of the United Nations all information
in their possession concerning the location of minefields, mines and booby-traps in the
territory of the adverse party; or

(iii) once complete withdrawal of the forces of the parties from the territory of the adverse
party has taken place, make available to the adverse party and to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations all information in their possession concerning the location of
minefields, mines and booby-traps in the territory of the adverse party;

(b) when a United Nations force or mission performs functions in any area, make available
to the authority mentioned in Article 8 such information as is required by that Article;

(c) whenever possible, by mutual agreement, provide for the release of information con-
cerning the location of minefields, mines and booby-traps, particularly in agreements governing
the cessation of hostilities.

Article 8
PROTECTION OF UNITED NATIONS FORCES AND MISSIONS FROM THE EFFECTS OF

MINEFIELDS, MINES AND BOOBY-TRAPS

1. When a United Nations force or mission performs functions of peacekeeping, observation
or similar functions in any area, each party to the conflict shall, if requested by the head of the
United Nations force or mission in that area, as far as it is able:

(a) remove or render harmless all mines or booby-traps in that area;
(b) take such measures as may be necessary to protect the force or mission from the effects

of minefields, mines and booby-traps while carrying out its duties; and
(c) make available to the head of the United Nations force or mission in that area all

information in the party's possession concerning the location of minefields, mines and booby-traps
in that area.

2. When a United Nations fact-finding mission performs functions in any area, any party
to the conflict concerned shall provide protection to that mission except where, because of the size
of such mission, it cannot adequately provide such protection. In that case it shall make available
to the head of the mission the information in its possession concerning the location of minefields,
mines and booby-traps in that area.

Article 9
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE REMOVAL OF MINEFIELDS, MINES AND BOOBY-TRAPS

After the cessation of active hostilities, the parties shall endeavour to reach agreement, both
among themselves and, where appropriate, with other States and with international organizations,
on the provision of information and technical and material assistance — including, in appropriate
circumstances, joint operations — necessary to remove or otherwise render ineffective minefields,
mines and booby-traps placed in position during the conflict.

TECHNICAL ANNEX TO THE PROTOCOL ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE
USE OF MINES, BOOBY-TRAPS AND OTHER DEVICES (PROTOCOL II)

Guidelines on recording

Whenever an obligation for the recording of the location of minefields, mines and booby-traps arises under
the Protocol, the following guidelines shall be taken into account.
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1. With regard to pre-planned minefields and large-scale and pre-planned use of booby-traps:
(a) maps, diagrams or other records should be made in such a way as to indicate the extent of the

minefield or booby-trapped area; and
(b) the location of the minefield or booby-trapped area should be specified by relation to the co-ordinates

of a single reference point and by the estimated dimensioins of the area containing mines and booby-traps in
relation to that single reference point.

1. With regard to other minefields, mines and booby-traps laid or placed in position:
In so far as possible, the relevant information specified in paragraph 1 above should be recorded so as to

enable the areas containing minefields, mines and booby-traps to be identified.

(d) PROTOCOL ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF INCENDIARY WEAPONS
(PROTOCOL III). DONE AT GENEVA ON 10 OCTOBER 1980

Article 1
DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Protocol:
1. "Incendiary weapon" means any weapon or munition which is primarily designed to set

fire to objects or to cause burn injury to persons through the action of flame, heat, or a combination
thereof, produced by a chemical reaction of a substance delivered on the target.

(a) Incendiary weapons can take the form of, for example, flame throwers, fougasses, shells,
rockets, grenades, mines, bombs and other containers of incendiary substances.

(b) Incendiary weapons do not include:

(i) Munitions which may have incidental incendiary effects, such as illuminants, tracers,
smoke or signalling systems;

(ii) Munitions designed to combine penetration, blast or fragmentation effects with an ad-
ditional incendiary effect, such as armour-piercing projectiles, fragmentation shells,
explosive bombs and similar combined-effects munitions in which the incendiary effect
is not specifically designed to cause burn injury to persons, but to be used against military
objectives, such as armoured vehicles, aircraft and installations or facilities.

2. "Concentration of civilians" means any concentration of civilians, be it permanent or
temporary, such as in inhabited parts of cities, or inhabited towns or villages, or as in camps or
columns of refugees or evacuees, or groups of nomads.

3. "Military objective" means, so far as objects are concerned, any object which by its
nature, location, purpose or use makes an effective contribution to military action and whose total
or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at the time, offers a
definite military advantage.

4. "Civilian objects" are all objects which are not military objectives as defined in para-
graph 3.

5. ' 'Feasible precautions" are those precautions which are practicable or practically possible
taking into account all circumstances ruling at the time, including humanitarian and military
considerations.

Article 2
PROTECTION OF CIVILIANS AND CIVILIAN OBJECTS

1. It is prohibited in all circumstances to make the civilian population as such, individual
civilians or civilian objects the object of attack by incendiary weapons.

2. It is prohibited in all circumstances to make any military objective located within a
concentration of civilians the object of attack by air-delivered incendiary weapons.

3. It is further prohibited to make any military objective located within a concentration of
civilians the object of attack by means of incendiary weapons other than air-delivered incendiary
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weapons, except when such military objective is clearly separated from the concentration of civilians
and all feasible precautions are taken with a view to limiting the incendiary effects to the military
objective and to avoiding, and in any event to minimizing, incidental loss of civilian life, injury
to civilians and damage to civilian objects.

4. It is prohibited to make forests or other kinds of plant cover the object of attack by
incendiary weapons except when such natural elements are used to cover, conceal or camouflage
combatants or other military objectives, or are themselves military objectives.4

2. UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON CONTRACTS FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL SALE OF GOODS

(a) UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON CONTRACTS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL
SALE OF GOODS.S DONE AT VIENNA ON 11 APRIL 1980

The States parties to this Convention,
Bearing in mind the broad objectives in the resolutions adopted by the sixth special session

of the General Assembly of the United Nations on the establishment of a New International
Economic Order,

Considering that the development of international trade on the basis of equality and mutual
benefit is an important element in promoting friendly relations among States,

Being of the opinion that the adoption of uniform rules which govern contracts for the inter-
national sale of goods and take into account the different social, economic and legal systems would
contribute to the removal of legal barriers in international trade and promote the development of
international trade,

Have agreed as follows:

PART I. SPHERE OF APPLICATION AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

CHAPTER I. SPHERE OF APPLICATION

Article 1

1. This Convention applies to contracts of sale of goods between parties whose places of
business are in different States:

(a) when the States are Contracting States; or
(b) when the rules of private international law lead to the application of the law of a

Contracting State.
2. The fact that the parties have their places of business in different States is to be disregarded

whenever this fact does not appear either from the contract or from any dealings between, or from
information disclosed by, the parties at any time before or at the conclusion of the contract.

3. Neither the nationality of the parties nor the civil or commercial character of the parties
or of the contract is to be taken into consideration in determining the application of this Convention.

Article 2

This Convention does not apply to sales:
(a) of goods bought for personal, family or household use, unless the seller, at any time

before or at the conclusion of the contract, neither knew nor ought to have known that the goods
were bought for any such use;

(b) by auction;
(c) on execution or otherwise by authority of law;
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(d) of stocks, shares, investment securities, negotiable instruments or money;
(e) of ships, vessels, hovercraft or aircraft;
(j) of electricity.

Article 3

1. Contracts for the supply of goods to be manufactured or produced are to be considered
sales unless the party who orders the goods undertakes to supply a substantial part of the materials
necessary for such manufacture or production.

2. This Convention does not apply to contracts in which the preponderant part of the obli-
gations of the party who furnishes the goods consists in the supply of labour or other services.

Article 4

This Convention governs only the formation of the contract of sale and the rights and obligations
of the seller and the buyer arising from such a contract. In particular, except as otherwise expressly
provided in this Convention, it is not concerned with:

(a) the validity of the contract or of any of its provisions or of any usage;
(£>) the effect which the contract may have on the property in the goods sold.

Article 5

This Convention does not apply to the liability of the seller for death or personal injury caused
by the goods to any person.

Article 6

The parties may exclude the application of this Convention or, subject to article 12, derogate
from or vary the effect of any of its provisions.

CHAPTER II. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 7

1. In the interpretation of this Convention, regard is to be had to its international character
and to the need to promote uniformity in its application and the observance of good faith in
international trade.

2. Questions concerning matters governed by this Convention which are not expressly settled
in it are to be settled in conformity with the general principles on which it is based or, in the absence
of such principles, in conformity with the law applicable by virtue of the rules of private international
law.

Article 8

1. For the purposes of this Convention statements made by and other conduct of a party are
to be interpreted according to his intent where the other party knew or could not have been unaware
what that intent was.

2. If the preceding paragraph is not applicable, statements made by and other conduct of a
party are to be interpreted according to the understanding that a reasonable person of the same kind
as the other party would have had in the same circumstances.

3. In determining the intent of a party or the understanding a reasonable person would have
had, due consideration is to be given to all relevant circumstances of the case including the
negotiations, any practices which the parties have established between themselves, usages and any
subsequent conduct of the parties.
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Article 9

1. The parties are bound by any usage to which they have agreed and by any practices which
they have established between themselves.

2. The parties are considered, unless otherwise agreed, to have impliedly made applicable
to their contract or its formation a usage of which the parties knew or ought to have known and
which in international trade is widely known to, and regularly observed by, parties to contracts of
the type involved in the particular trade concerned.

Article 10

For the purposes of this Convention:
(a) if a party has more than one place of business, the place of business is that which has

the closest relationship to the contract and its performance, having regard to the circumstances
known to or contemplated by the parties at any time before or at the conclusion of the contract;

(b) if a party does not have a place of business, reference is to be made to his habitual
residence.

Article 11

A contract of sale need not be concluded in or evidenced by writing and is not subject to any
other requirement as to form. It may be proved by any means, including witnesses.

Article 12

Any provision of article 11, article 29 or Part II of this Convention that allows a contract of
sale or its modification or termination by agreement or any offer, acceptance or other indication
of intention to be made in any form other than in writing does not apply where any party has his
place of business in a Contracting State which has made a declaration under article 96 of this
Convention. The parties may not derogate from or vary the effect of this article.

Article 13

For the purposes of this Convention "writing" includes telegram and telex.

PART II. FORMATION OF THE CONTRACT

Article 14

1. A proposal for concluding a contract addressed to one or more specific persons constitutes
an offer if it is sufficiently definite and indicates the intention of the offeror to be bound in case
of acceptance. A proposal is sufficiently definite if it indicates the goods and expressly or implicitly
fixes or makes provision for determining the quantity and the price.

2. A proposal other than one addressed to one or more specific persons is to be considered
merely as an invitation to make offers, unless the contrary is clearly indicated by the person making
the proposal.

Article 15

1. An offer becomes effective when it reaches the offeree.
2. An offer, even if it is irrevocable, may be withdrawn if the withdrawal reaches the offeree

before or at the same time as the offer.

Article 16

1. Until a contract is concluded an offer may be revoked if the revocation reaches the offeree
before he has dispatched an acceptance.
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2. However, an offer cannot be revoked:
(a) if it indicates, whether by stating a fixed time for acceptance or otherwise, that it is

irrevocable; or
(b) if it was reasonable for the offeree to rely on the offer as being irrevocable and the offeree

has acted in reliance on the offer.

Article 17

An offer, even if it is irrevocable, is terminated when a rejection reaches the offerer.

Article 18

1. A statement made by or other conduct of the offeree indicating assent to an offer is an
acceptance. Silence or inactivity does not in itself amount to acceptance.

2. An acceptance of an offer becomes effective at the moment the indication of assent reaches
the offeror. An acceptance is not effective if the indication of assent does not reach the offeror
within the time he has fixed or, if no time is fixed, within a reasonable time, due account being
taken of the circumstances of the transaction, including the rapidity of the means of communication
employed by the offeror. An oral offer must be accepted immediately unless the circumstances
indicate otherwise.

3. However, if, by virtue of the offer or as a result of practices which the parties have
established between themselves or of usage, the offeree may indicate assent by performing an act,
such as one relating to the dispatch of the goods or payment of the price, without notice to the
offerer, the acceptance is effective at the moment the act is performed, provided that the act is
performed within the period of time laid down in the preceding paragraph.

Article 19

1. A reply to an offer which purports to be an acceptance but contains additions, limitations
or other modifications is a rejection of the offer and constitutes a counter-offer.

2. However, a reply to an offer which purports to be an acceptance but contains additional
or different terms which do not materially alter the terms of the offer constitutes an acceptance,
unless the offeror, without undue delay, objects orally to the discrepancy or dispatches a notice
to that effect. If he does not so object, the terms of the contract are the terms of the offer with the
modifications contained in the acceptance.

3. Additional or different terms relating, among other things, to the price, payment, quality
and quantity of the goods, place and time of delivery, extent of one party's liability to the other
or the settlement of disputes are considered to alter the terms of the offer materially.

Article 20

1. A period of time for acceptance fixed by the offeror in a telegram or a letter begins to
run from the moment the telegram is handed in for dispatch or from the date shown on the letter
or, if no such date is shown, from the date shown on the envelope. A period of time for acceptance
fixed by the offeror by telephone, telex or other means of instantaneous communication, begins
to run from the moment that the offer reaches the offeree.

2. Official holidays or non-business days occurring during the period for acceptance are
included in calculating the period. However, if a notice of acceptance cannot be delivered at the
address of the offeror on the last day of the period because that day falls on an official holiday or
a non-business day at the place of business of the offeror, the period is extended until the first
business day which follows.

Article 21

1. A late acceptance is nevertheless effective as an acceptance if without delay the offeror
orally so informs the offeree or dispatches a notice to that effect.
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2. If a letter or other writing containing a late acceptance shows that it has been sent in such
circumstances that if its transmission had been normal it would have reached the offeror in due
time, the late acceptance is effective as an acceptance unless, without delay, the offeror orally
informs the offeree that he considers his offer as having lapsed or dispatches a notice to that effect.

Article 22

An acceptance may be withdrawn if the withdrawal reaches the offeror before or at the same
time as the acceptance would have become effective.

Article 23

A contract is concluded at the moment when an acceptance of an offer becomes effective in
accordance with the provisions of this Convention.

Article 24

For the purposes of this Part of the Convention, an offer, declaration of acceptance or any
other indication of intention "reaches" the addressee v/hen it is made orally to him or delivered
by any other means to him personally, to his place of business or mailing address or, if he does
not have a place of business or mailing address, to his habitual residence.

PART III. SALE OF GOODS

CHAPTER I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 25

A breach of contract committed by one of the parties is fundamental if it results in such
detriment to the other party as substantially to deprive him of what he is entitled to expect under
the contract, unless the party in breach did not foresee and a reasonable person of the same kind
in the same circumstances would not have foreseen such a result.

Article 26

A declaration of avoidance of the contract is effective only if made by notice to the other
party.

Article 27

Unless otherwise expressly provided in this Part of the Convention, if any notice, request or
other communication is given or made by a party in accordance with this Part and by means
appropriate in the circumstances, a delay or error in the transmission of the communication or its
failure to arrive does not deprive that party of the right to rely on the communication.

Article 28

If, in accordance with the provisions of this Convention, one party is entitled to require
performance of any obligation by the other party, a court is not bound to enter a judgement for
specific performance unless the court would do so under its own law in respect of similar contracts
of sale not governed by this Convention.

Article 29

1. A contract may be modified or terminated by the mere agreement of the parties.
2. A contract in writing which contains a provision requiring any modification or termination

by agreement to be in writing may not be otherwise modified or terminated by agreement. However,
a party may be precluded by his conduct from asserting such a provision to the extent that the other
party has relied on that conduct.
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CHAPTER II. OBLIGATIONS OF THE SELLER

Article 30

The seller must deliver the goods, hand over any documents relating to them and transfer the
property in the goods, as required by the contract and this Convention.

Section I. Delivery of the goods and handing over of documents

Article 31

If the seller is not bound to deliver the goods at any other particular place, his obligation to
deliver consists:

(a) if the contract of sale involves carriage of the goods — in handing the goods over to the
first carrier for transmission to the buyer;

(b) if, in cases not within the preceding subparagraph, the contract relates to specific goods,
or unidentified goods to be drawn from a specific stock or to be manufactured or produced, and
at the time of the conclusion of the contract the parties knew that the goods were at, or were to
be manufactured or produced at, a particular place — in placing the goods at the buyer's disposal
at that place;

(c) in other cases — in placing the goods at the buyer's disposal at the place where the seller
had his place of business at the time of the conclusion of the contract.

Article 32

1. If the seller, in accordance with the contract or this Convention, hands the goods over
to a carrier and if the goods are not clearly identified to the contract by markings on the goods,
by shipping documents or otherwise, the seller must give the buyer notice of the consignment
specifying the goods.

2. If the seller is bound to arrange for carriage of the goods, he must make such contracts
as are necessary for carriage to the place fixed by means of transportation appropriate in the
circumstances and according to the usual terms for such transportation.

3. If the seller is not bound to effect insurance in respect of the carriage of the goods, he
must, at the buyer's request, provide him with all available information necessary to enable him
to effect such insurance.

Article 33

The seller must deliver the goods:
(a) if a date is fixed by or determinable from the contract, on that date;
{b) if a period of time is fixed by or determinable from the contract, at any time within that

period unless circumstances indicate that the buyer is to choose a date; or
(c) in any other case, within a reasonable time after the conclusion of the contract.

Article 34

If the seller is bound to hand over documents relating to the goods, he must hand them over
at the time and place and in the form required by the contract. If the seller has handed over
documents before that time, he may, up to that time, cure any lack of conformity in the documents,
if the exercise of this right does not cause the buyer unreasonable inconvenience or unreasonable
expense. However, the buyer retains any right to claim damages as provided for in this Convention.

Section II. Conformity of the goods and third party claims

Article 35

1. The seller must deliver goods which are of the quantity, quality and description required
by the contract and which are contained or packaged in the manner required by the contract.
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2. Except where the parties have agreed otherwise, the goods do not conform with the
contract unless they:

(a) are fit for the purposes for which goods of the same description would ordinarily be used;
(b) are fit for any particular purpose expressly or impliedly made known to the seller at the

time of the conclusion of the contract, except where the circumstances show that the buyer did not
rely, or that it was unreasonable for him to rely, on the seller's skill and judgement;

(c) possess the qualities of goods which the seller has held out to the buyer as a sample or
model;

id) are contained or packaged in the manner usual for such goods or, where there is no such
manner, in a manner adequate to preserve and protect the goods.

3. The seller is not liable under subparagraphs (a) to (d) of the preceding paragraph for any
lack of conformity of the goods if at the time of the conclusion of the contract the buyer knew or
could not have been unaware of such lack of conformity.

Article 36

1. The seller is liable in accordance with the contract and this Convention for any lack of
conformity which exists at the time when the risk passes to the buyer, even though the lack of
conformity becomes apparent only after that time.

2. The seller is also liable for any lack of conformity which occurs after the time indicated
in the preceding paragraph and which is due to a breach of any of his obligations, including a
breach of any guarantee that for a period of time the goods will remain fit for their ordinary purpose
or for some particular purpose or will retain specified qualities or characteristics.

Article 37

If the seller has delivered goods before the date for delivery, he may, up to that date, deliver
any missing part or make up any deficiency in the quantity of the goods delivered, or deliver goods
in replacement of any non-conforming goods delivered or remedy any lack of conformity in the
goods delivered, provided that the exercise of this right does not cause the buyer unreasonable
inconvenience or unreasonable expense. However, the buyer retains any right to claim damages
as provided for in this Convention.

Article 38

1. The buyer must examine the goods, or cause them to be examined, within as short a
period as is practicable in the circumstances.

2. If the contract involves carriage of the goods, examination may be deferred until after the
goods have arrived at their destination.

3. If the goods are redirected in transit or redispatched by the buyer without a reasonable
opportunity for examination by him and at the time of the conclusion of the contract the seller
knew or ought to have known of the possibility of such redirection or redispatch, examination may
be deferred until after the goods have arrived at the new destination.

Article 39

1. The buyer loses the right to rely on a lack of conformity of the goods if he does not give
notice to the seller specifying the nature of the lack of conformity within a reasonable time after
he has discovered it or ought to have discovered it.

2. In any event, the buyer loses the right to rely on a lack of conformity of the goods if he
does not give the seller notice thereof at the latest within a period of two years from the date on
which the goods were actually handed over to the buyer, unless this time-limit is inconsistent with
a contractual period of guarantee.

128



Article 40

The seller is not entitled to rely on the provisions of articles 38 and 39 if the lack of conformity
relates to facts of which he knew or could not have been unaware and which he did not disclose
to the buyer.

Article 41

The seller must deliver goods which are free from any right or claim of a third party, unless
the buyer agreed to take the goods subject to that right or claim. However, if such right or claim
is based on industrial property or other intellectual property, the seller's obligation is governed by
article 42.

Article 42

1. The seller must deliver goods which are free from any right or claim of a third party
based on industrial property or other intellectual property, of which at the time of the conclusion
of the contract the seller knew or could not have been unaware, provided that the right or claim
is based on industrial property or other intellectual property:

(a) under the law of the State where the goods will be resold or otherwise used, if it was
contemplated by the parties at the time of the conclusion of the contract that the goods would be
resold or otherwise used in that State; or

{b) in any other case, under the law of the State where the buyer has his place of business.
2. The obligation of the seller under the preceding paragraph does not extend to cases where:
(a) at the time of the conclusion of the contract the buyer knew or could not have been

unaware of the right or claim; or
(b) the right or claim results from the seller's compliance with technical drawings, designs,

formulae or other such specifications furnished by the buyer.

Article 43

1. The buyer loses the right to rely on the provisions of article 41 or article 42 if he does
not give notice to the seller specifying the nature of the right or claim of the third party within a
reasonable time after he has become aware or ought to have become aware of the right or claim.

2. The seller is not entitled to rely on the provisions of the preceding paragraph if he knew
of the right or claim of the third party and the nature of it.

Article 44

Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1) of article 39 and paragraph (1) of article 43,
the buyer may reduce the price in accordance with article 50 or claim damages, except for loss of
profit, if he has a reasonable excuse for his failure to give the required notice.

Section III. Remedies for breach of contract by the seller

Article 45

1. If the seller fails to perform any of his obligations under the contract or this Convention,
the buyer may:

(a) exercise the rights provided in articles 46 to 52;
(b) claim damages as provided in articles 74 to 77.
2. The buyer is not deprived of any right he may have to claim damages by exercising his

right to other remedies.
3. No period of grace may be granted to the seller by a court or arbitral tribunal when the

buyer resorts to a remedy for breach of contract.
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Article 46

1. The buyer may require performance by the seller of his obligations unless the buyer has
resorted to a remedy which is inconsistent with this requirement.

2. If the goods do not conform with the contract, the buyer may require delivery of substitute
goods only if the lack of conformity constitutes a fundamental breach of contract and a request for
substitute goods is made either in conjunction with notice given under article 39 or within a
reasonable time thereafter.

3. If the goods do not conform with the contract, the buyer may require the seller to remedy
the lack of conformity by repair, unless this is unreasonable having regard to all the circumstances.
A request for repair must be made either in conjunction with notice given under article 39 or within
a reasonable time thereafter.

Article 47

1. The buyer may fix an additional period of time of reasonable length for performance by
the seller of his obligations.

2. Unless the buyer has received notice from the seller that he will not perform within the
period so fixed, the buyer may not, during that period, resort to any remedy for breach of contract.
However, the buyer is not deprived thereby of any right he may have to claim damages for delay
in performance.

Article 48

1. Subject to article 49, the seller may, even after the date for delivery, remedy at his own
expense any failure to perform his obligations, if he can do so without unreasonable delay and
without causing the buyer unreasonable inconvenience or uncertainty of reimbursement by the seller
of expenses advanced by the buyer. However, the buyer retains any right to claim damages as
provided for in this Convention.

2. If the seller requests the buyer to make known whether he will accept performance and
the buyer does not comply with the request within a reasonable time, the seller may perform within
the time indicated in his request. The buyer may not, during that period of time, resort to any
remedy which is inconsistent with performance by the seller.

3. A notice by the seller that he will perform within a specified period of time is assumed
to include a request, under the preceding paragraph, that the buyer make known his decision.

4. A request or notice by the seller under paragraph (2) or (3) of this article is not effective
unless received by the buyer.

Article 49

1. The buyer may declare the contract avoided:
(a) if the failure by the seller to perform any of his obligations under the contract or this

Convention amounts to a fundamental breach of contract; or
(b) in case of non-delivery, if the seller does not deliver the goods within the additional

period of time fixed by the buyer in accordance with paragraph (1) of article 47 or delcares that
he will not deliver within the period so fixed.

2. However, in cases where the seller has delivered the goods, the buyer loses the right to
declare the contract avoided unless he does so:

(a) in respect of late delivery, within a reasonable time after he has become aware that
delivery has been made;

(b) in respect of any breach other than late delivery, within a reasonable time:

(i) after he knew or ought to have known of the breach;
(ii) after the expiration of any additional period of time fixed by the buyer in accordance

with paragraph (1) of article 47, or after the seller has declared that he will not perform
his obligations within such an additional period; or
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(iii) after the expiration of any additional period of time indicated by the seller in accordance
with paragraph (2) of article 48, or after the buyer has declared that he will not accept
performance.

Article 50

If the goods do not conform with the contract and whether or not the price has already been
paid, the buyer may reduce the price in the same proportion as the value that the goods actually
delivered had at the time of the delivery bears to the value that conforming goods would have had
at that time. However, if the seller remedies any failure to perform his obligations in accordance
with article 37 or article 48 or if the buyer refuses to accept performance by the seller in accordance
with those articles, the buyer may not reduce the price.

Article 51

1. If the seller delivers only a part of the goods or if only a part of the goods delivered is
in conformity with the contract, articles 46 to 50 apply in respect of the part which is missing or
which does not conform.

2. The buyer may declare the contract avoided in its entirety only if the failure to make
delivery completely or in conformity with the contract amounts to a fundamental breach of the
contract.

Article 52

1. If the seller delivers the goods before the date fixed, the buyer may take delivery or refuse
to take delivery.

2. If the seller delivers a quantity of goods greater than that provided for in the contract, the
buyer may take delivery or refuse to take delivery of the excess quantity. If the buyer takes delivery
of all or part of the excess quantity, he must pay for it at the contract rate.

CHAPTER III. OBLIGATIONS OF THE BUYER

Article 53

The buyer must pay the price for the goods and take delivery of them as required by the
contract and this Convention.

Section I. Payment of the price

Article 54

The buyer's obligation to pay the price includes taking such steps and complying with such
formalities as may be required under the contract or any laws and regulations to enable payment
to be made.

Article 55

Where a contract has been validly concluded but does not expressly or implicitly fix or make
provision for determining the price, the parties are considered, in the absence of any indication to
the contrary, to have impliedly made reference to the price generally charged at the time of the
conclusion of the contract for such goods sold under comparable circumstances in the trade
concerned.

Article 56

If the price is fixed according to the weight of the goods, in case of doubt it is to be determined
by the net weight.
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Article 57

1. If the buyer is not bound to pay the price at any other particular place, he must pay it to
the seller:

(a) at the seller's place of business; or
(b) if the payment is to be made against the handing over of the goods or of documents, at

the place where the handing over takes place.
2. The seller must bear any increase in the expenses incidental to payment which is caused

by a change in his place of business subsequent to the conclusion of the contract.

Article 58

1. If the buyer is not bound to pay the price at any other specific time, he must pay it when
the seller places either the goods or documents controlling their disposition at the buyer's disposal
in accordance with the contract and this Convention. The seller may make such payment a condition
for handing over the goods or documents.

2. If the contract involves carriage of the goods, the seller may dispatch the goods on terms
whereby the goods, or documents controlling their disposition, will not be handed over to the buyer
except against payment of the price.

3. The buyer is not bound to pay the price until he has had an opportunity to examine the
goods, unless the procedures for delivery or payment agreed upon by the parties are inconsistent
with his having such an opportunity.

Article 59

The buyer must pay the price on the date fixed by or determinable from the contract and this
Convention without the need for any request or compliance with any formality on the part of the
seller.

Section II. Taking delivery

Article 60

The buyer's obligation to take delivery consists:
(a) in doing all the acts which could reasonably be expected of him in order to enable the

seller to make delivery; and
(b) in taking over the goods.

Section HI. Remedies for breach of contract by the buyer

Article 61

1. If the buyer fails to perform any of his obligations under the contract or this Convention,
the seller may:

(a) exercise the rights provided in articles 62 to 65;
(b) claim damages as provided in articles 74 to 77.
2. The seller is not deprived of any right he may have to claim damages by exercising his

right to other remedies.
3. No period of grace may be granted to the buyer by a court or arbitral tribunal when the

seller resorts to a remedy for breach of contract.

Article 62

The seller may require the buyer to pay the price, take delivery or perform his other obligations,
unless the seller has resorted to a remedy which is inconsistent with this requirement.
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Article 63

1. The seller may fix an additional period of time of reasonable length for performance by
the buyer of his obligations.

2. Unless the seller has received notice from the buyer that he will not perform within the
period so fixed, the seller may not, during that period, resort to any remedy for breach of contract.
However, the seller is not deprived thereby of any right he may have to claim damages for delay
in performance.

Article 64

1. The seller may declare the contract avoided:
(a) if the failure by the buyer to perform any of his obligations under the contract or this

Convention amounts to a fundamental breach of contract; or
(b) if the buyer does not, within the additional period of time fixed by the seller in accordance

with paragraph (1) of article 63, perform his obligation to pay the price or take delivery of the
goods, or if he declares that he will not do so within the period so fixed.

2. However, in cases where the buyer has paid the price, the seller loses the right to declare
the contract avoided unless he does so:

(a) in respect of late performance by the buyer, before the seller has become aware that
performance has been rendered; or

(b) in respect of any breach other than late performance by the buyer, within a reasonable
time:

(i) after the seller knew or ought to have known of the breach; or
(ii) after the expiration of any additional period of time fixed by the seller in accordance

with paragraph (1) of article 63, or after the buyer has declared that he will not perform
his obligations within such an additional period.

Article 65

1. If under the contract the buyer is to specify the form, measurement or other features of
the goods and he fails to make such specification either on the date agreed upon or within a
reasonable time after receipt of a request from the seller, the seller may, without prejudice to any
other rights he may have, make the specification himself in accordance with the requirements of
the buyer that may be known to him.

2. If the seller makes the specification himself, he must inform the buyer of the details
thereof and must fix a reasonable time within which the buyer may make a different specification.
If, after receipt of such a communication, the buyer fails to do so within the time so fixed, the
specification made by the seller is binding.

CHAPTER IV. PASSING OF RISK

Article 66

Loss of or damage to the goods after the risk has passed to the buyer does not discharge him
from his obligation to pay the price, unless the loss or damage is due to an act or omission of the
seller.

Article 67

1. If the contract of sale involves carriage of the goods and the seller is not bound to hand
them over at a particular place, the risk passes to the buyer when the goods are handed over to the
first carrier for transmission to the buyer in accordance with the contract of sale. If the seller is
bound to hand the goods over to a carrier at a particular place, the risk does not pass to the buyer
until the goods are handed over to the carrier at that place. The fact that the seller is authorized
to retain documents controlling the disposition of the goods does not affect the passage of the risk.
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2. Nevertheless, the risk does not pass to the buyer until the goods are clearly identified to
the contract, whether by markings on the goods, by shipping documents, by notice given to the
buyer or otherwise.

Article 68

The risk in respect of goods sold in transit passes to the buyer from the time of the conclusion
of the contract. However, if the circumstances so indicate, the risk is assumed by the buyer from
the time the goods were handed over to the carrier who issued the documents embodying the
contract of carriage. Nevertheless, if at the time of the conclusion of the contract of sale the seller
knew or ought to have known that the goods had been lost or damaged and did not disclose this
to the buyer, the loss or damage is at the risk of the seller.

Article 69

1. In cases not within articles 67 and 68, the risk passes to the buyer when he takes over
the goods or, if he does not do so in due time, from the time when the goods are placed at his
disposal and he commits a breach of contract by failing to take delivery.

2. However, if the buyer is bound to take over the goods at a place other than a place of
business of the seller, the risk passes when delivery is due and the buyer is aware of the fact that
the goods are placed at his disposal at that place.

3. If the contract relates to goods not then identified, the goods are considered not to be
placed at the disposal of the buyer until they are clearly identified to the contract.

Article 70

If the seller has committed a fundamental breach of contract, articles 67, 68 and 69 do not
impair the remedies available to the buyer on account of the breach.

CHAPTER V. PROVISIONS COMMON TO THE OBLIGATIONS OF THE SELLER AND OF THE BUYER

Section I. Anticipatory breach and instalment contracts

Article 71

1. A party may suspend the performance of his obligations if, after the conclusion of the
contract, it becomes apparent that the other party will not perform a substantial part of his obligations
as a result of:

(a) a serious deficiency in his ability to perform or in his creditworthiness; or
(b) his conduct in preparing to perform or in performing the contract.
2. If the seller has already dispatched the goods before the grounds described in the preceding

paragraph become evident, he may prevent the handing over of the goods to the buyer even though
the buyer holds a document which entitles him to obtain them. The present paragraph relates only
to the rights in the goods as between the buyer and the seller.

3. A party suspending performance, whether before or after dispatch of the goods, must
immediately give notice of the suspension to the other party and must continue with performance
if the other party provides adequate assurance of his performance.

Article 72

1. If prior to the date for performance of the contract it is clear that one of the parties will
commit a fundamental breach of contract, the other party may declare the contract avoided.

2. If time allows, the party intending to declare the contract avoided must give reasonable
notice to the other party in order to permit him to provide adequate assurance of his performance.

3. The requirements of the preceding paragraph do not apply if the other party has declared
that he will not perform his obligations.
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Article 73

1. In the case of a contract for delivery of goods by instalments, if the failure of one party
to perform any of his obligations in respect of any instalment constitutes a fundamental breach of
contract with respect to that instalment, the other party may declare the contract avoided with
respect to that instalment.

2. If one party's failure to perform any of his obligations in respect of any instalment gives
the other party good grounds to conclude that a fundamental breach of contract will occur with
respect to future instalments, he may declare the contract avoided for the future, provided that he
does so within a reasonable time.

3. A buyer who declares the contract avoided in respect of any delivery may, at the same
time, declare it avoided in respect of deliveries already made or of future deliveries if, by reason
of their interdependence, those deliveries could not be used for the purpose contemplated by the
parties at the time of the conclusion of the contract.

Section II. Damages

Article 74

Damages for breach of contract by one party consist of a sum equal to the loss, including loss
of profit, suffered by the other party as a consequence of the breach. Such damages may not exceed
the loss which the party in breach foresaw or ought to have foreseen at the time of the conclusion
of the contract, in the light of the facts and matters of which he then knew or ought to have known,
as a possible consequence of the breach of contract.

Article 75

If the contract is avoided and if, in a reasonable manner and within a reasonable time after
avoidance, the buyer has bought goods in replacement or the seller has resold the goods, the party
claiming damages may recover the difference between the contract price and the price in the
substitute transaction as well as any further damages recoverable under article 74.

Article 76

1. If the contract is avoided and there is a current price for the goods, the party claiming
damages may, if he has not made a purchase or resale under article 75, recover the difference
between the price fixed by the contract and the current price at the .time of avoidance as well as
any further damages recoverable under article 74. If, however, the party claiming damages has
avoided the contract after taking over the goods, the current price at the time of such taking over
shall be applied instead of the current price at the time of avoidance.

2. For the purposes of the preceding paragraph, the current price is the price prevailing at
the place where delivery of the goods should have been made or, if there is no current price at that
place, the price at such other place as serves as a reasonable substitute, making due allowance for
differences in the cost of transporting the goods.

Article 77

A party who relies on a breach of contract must take such measures as are reasonable in the
circumstances to mitigate the loss, including loss of profit, resulting from the breach. If he fails
to take such measures, the party in breach may claim a reduction in the damages in the amount
by which the loss should have been mitigated.

Section III. Interest

Article 78

If a party fails to pay the price or any other sum that is in arrears, the other party is entitled
to interest on it, without prejudice to any claim for damages recoverable under article 74.
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Section IV. Exemptions

Article 79

1. A party is not liable for a failure to perform any of his obligations if he proves that the
failure was due to an impediment beyond his control and that he could not reasonably be expected
to have taken the impediment into account at the time of the conclusion of the contract or to have
avoided or overcome it or its consequences.

2. If the party's failure is due to the failure by a third person whom he has engaged to
perform the whole or a part of the contract, that party is exempt from liability only if:

(a) he is exempt under the preceding paragraph; and
(b) the person whom he has so engaged would be so exempt if the provisions of that paragraph

were applied to him.
3. The exemption provided by this article has effect for the period during which the imped-

iment exists.
4. The party who fails to perform must give notice to the other party of the impediment and

its effect on his ability to perform. If the notice is not received by the other party within a reasonable
time after the party who fails to perform knew or ought to have known of the impediment, he is
liable for damages resulting from such non-receipt.

5. Nothing in this article prevents either party from exercising any right other than to claim
damages under this Convention.

Article 80

A party may not rely on a failure of the other party to perform, to the extent that such failure
was caused by the first party's act or omission.

Section V. Effects of avoidance

Article 81

1. Avoidance of the contract releases both parties from their obligations under it, subject to
any damages which may be due. Avoidance does not affect any provision of the contract for the
settlement of disputes or any other provision of the contract governing the rights and obligations
of the parties consequent upon the avoidance of the contract.

2. A party who has performed the contract either wholly or in part may claim restitution
from the other party of whatever the first party has supplied or paid under the contract. If both
parties are bound to make restitution, they must do so concurrently.

Article 82

1. The buyer loses the right to declare the contract avoided or to require the seller to deliver
substitute goods if it is impossible for him to make restitution of the goods substantially in the
condition in which he received them.

2. The preceding paragraph does not apply:
(a) if the impossibility of making restitution of the goods or of making restitution of the

goods substantially in the condition in which the buyer received them is not due to his act or
omission;

(b) if the goods or part of the goods have perished or deteriorated as a result of the examination
provided for in article 38; or

(c) if the goods or part of the goods have been sold in the normal course of business or have
been consumed or transformed by the buyer in the course of normal use before he discovered or
ought to have discovered the lack of conformity.
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Article 83

A buyer who has lost the right to declare the contract avoided or to require the seller to deliver
substitute goods in accordance with article 82 retains all other remedies under the contract and this
Convention.

Article 84

1. If the seller is bound to refund the price, he must also pay interest on it, from the date
on which the price was paid.

2. The buyer must account to the seller for all benefits which he has derived from the goods
or part of them:

(a) if he must make restitution of the goods or part of them; or
(b) if it is impossible for him to make restitution of all or part of the goods or to make

restitution of all or part of the goods substantially in the condition in which he received them, but
he has nevertheless declared the contract avoided or required the seller to deliver substitute goods.

Section VI. Preservation of the goods

Article 85

If the buyer is in delay in taking delivery of the goods or, where payment of the price and
delivery of the goods are to be made concurrently, if he fails to pay the price, and the seller is
either in possession of the goods or otherwise able to control their disposition, the seller must take
such steps as are reasonable in the circumstances to preserve them. He is entitled to retain them
until he has been reimbursed his reasonable expenses by the buyer.

Article 86

1. If the buyer has received the goods and intends to exercise any right under the contract
or this Convention to reject them, he must take such steps to preserve them as are reasonable in
the circumstances. He is entitled to retain them until he has been reimbursed his reasonable expenses
by the seller.

2. If goods dispatched to the buyer have been placed at his disposal at their destination and
he exercises the right to reject them, he must take possession of them on behalf of the seller,
provided that this can be done without payment of the price and without unreasonable inconvenience
or unreasonable expense. This provision does not apply if the seller or a person authorized to take
charge of the goods on his behalf is present at the destination. If the buyer takes possession of the
goods under this paragraph, his rights and obligations are governed by the preceding paragraph.

Article 87

A party who is bound to take steps to preserve the goods may deposit them in a warehouse
of a third person at the expense of the other party provided that the expense incurred is not
unreasonable.

Article 88

1. A party who is bound to preserve the goods in accordance with article 85 or 86 may sell
them by any appropriate means if there has been an unreasonable delay by the other party in taking
possession of the goods or in taking them back or in paying the price or the cost of preservation,
provided that reasonable notice of the intention to sell has been given to the other party.

2. If the goods are subject to rapid deterioration or their preservation would involve unrea-
sonable expense, a party who is bound to preserve the goods in accordance with article 85 or 86
must take reasonable measures to sell them. To the extent possible he must give notice to the other
party of his intention to sell.
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3. A party selling the goods has the right to retain out of the proceeds of sale an amount
equal to the reasonable expenses of preserving the goods and of selling them. He must account to
the other party for the balance.

PART IV. FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 89

The Secretary-General of the United Nations is hereby designated as the depositary for this
Convention.

Article 90

This Convention does not prevail over any international agreement which has already been
or may be entered into and which contains provisions concerning the matters governed by this
Convention, provided that the parties have their places of business in States parties to such
agreement.

Article 91

1. This Convention is open for signature at the concluding meeting of the United Nations
Conference on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods and will remain open for signature
by all States at the Headquarters of the United Nations, New York, until 30 September 1981.

2. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the signatory States.
3. This Convention is open for accession by all States which are not signatory States as from

the date it is open for signature.
4. Instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval and accession are to be deposited with

the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 92

1. A Contracting State may declare at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession that it will not be bound by Part II of this Convention or that it will not be bound by
Part III of this Convention.

2. A Contracting State which makes a declaration in accordance with the preceding paragraph
in respect of Part II or Part IH of this Convention is not to be considered a Contracting State within
paragraph (1) of article 1 of this Convention in respect of matters governed by the Part to which
the declaration applies.

Article 93

1. If a Contracting State has two or more territorial units in which, according to its consti-
tution, different systems of law are applicable in relation to the matters dealt with in this Convention,
it may, at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, declare that this
Convention is to extend to all its territorial units or only to one or more of them, and may amend
its declaration by submitting another declaration at any time.

2. These declarations are to be notified to the depositary and are to state expressly the
territorial units to which the Convention extends.

3. If, by virtue of a declaration under this article, this Convention extends to one or more
but not all of the territorial units of a Contracting State, and if the place of business of a party is
located in that State, this place of business, for the purposes of this Convention, is considered not
to be in a Contracting State, unless it is in a territorial unit to which the Convention extends.

4. If a Contracting State makes no declaration under paragraph (1) of this article, the Con-
vention is to extend to all territorial units of that State.
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Article 94

1. Two or more Contracting States which have the same or closely related legal rules on
matters governed by this Convention may at any time declare that the Convention is not to apply
to contracts of sale or to their formation where the parties have their places of business in those
States. Such declarations may be made jointly or by reciprocal unilateral declarations.

2. A Contracting State which has the same or closely related legal rules on matters governed
by this Convention as one or more non-Contracting States may at any time declare that the
Convention is not to apply to contracts of sale or to their formation where the parties have their
places of business in those States.

3. If a State which is the object of a declaration under the preceding paragraph subsequently
becomes a Contracting State, the declaration made will, as from the date on which the Convention
enters into force in respect of the new Contracting State, have the effect of a declaration made
under paragraph (1), provided that the new Contracting State joins in such declaration or makes
a reciprocal unilateral declaration.

Article 95

Any State may declare at the time of the deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession that it will not be bound by subparagraph (l)(b) of article 1 of this Convention.

Article 96

A Contracting State whose legislation requires contracts of sale to be concluded in or evidenced
by writing may at any time make a declaration in accordance with article 12 that any provision of
article 11, article 29, or Part II of this Convention, that allows a contract of sale or its modification
or termination by agreement or any offer, acceptance, or other indication of intention to be made
in any form other than in writing, does not apply where any party has his place of business in that
State.

Article 97

1. Declarations made under this Convention at the time of signature are subject to confir-
mation upon ratification, acceptance or approval.

2. Declarations and confirmations of declarations are to be in writing and be formally notified
to the depositary.

3. A declaration takes effect simultaneously with the entry into force of this Convention in
respect of the State concerned. However, a declaration of which the depositary receives formal
notification after such entry into force takes effect on the first day of the month following the
expiration of six months after the date of its receipt by the depositary. Reciprocal unilateral
declarations under article 94 take effect on the first day of the month following the expiration of
six months after the receipt of the latest declaration by the depositary.

4. Any State which makes a declaration under this Convention may withdraw it at any time
by a formal notification in writing addressed to the depositary. Such withdrawal is to take effect
on the first day of the month following the expiration of six months after the date of the receipt
of the notification by the depositary.

5. A withdrawal of a declaration made under article 94 renders inoperative, as from the date
on which the withdrawal takes effect, any reciprocal declaration made by another State under that
article.

Article 98

No reservations are permitted except those expressly authorized in this Convention.

Article 99

1. This Convention enters into force, subject to the provisions of paragraph (6) of this article,
on the first day of the month following the expiration of twelve months after the date of deposit
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of the tenth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, including an instrument
which contains a declaration made under article 92.

2. When a State ratifies, accepts, approves or accedes to this Convention after the deposit
of the tenth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, this Convention, with the
exception of the Part excluded, enters into force in respect of that State, subject to the provisions
of paragraph (6) of this article, on the first day of the month following the expiration of twelve
months after the date of the deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession.

3. A State which ratifies, accepts, approves or accedes to this Convention and is a party to
either or both the Convention relating to a Uniform Law on the Formation of Contracts for the
International Sale of Goods done at The Hague on 1 July 1964 (1964 Hague Formation Convention)
and the Convention relating to a Uniform Law on the International Sale of Goods done at The
Hague on 1 July 1964 (1964 Hague Sales Convention) shall at the same time denounce, as the case
may be, either or both the 1964 Hague Sales Convention and the 1964 Hague Formation Convention
by notifying the Government of the Netherlands to that effect.

4. A State party to the 1964 Hague Sales Convention which ratifies, accepts, approves or
accedes to the present Convention and declares or has declared under article 92 that it will not be
bound by Part II of this Convention shall at the time of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession denounce the 1964 Hague Sales Convention by notifying the Government of the
Netherlands to that effect.

5. A State party to the 1964 Hague Formation Convention which ratifies, accepts, approves
or accedes to the present Convention and declares or has declared under article 92 that it will not
be bound by Part IH of this Convention shall at the time of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession denounce the 1964 Hague Formation Convention by notifying the Government of the
Netherlands to that effect.

6. For the purpose of this article, ratifications, acceptances, approvals and accessions in
respect of this Convention by States parties to the 1964 Hague Formation Convention or to the
1964 Hague Sales Convention shall not be effective until such denunciations as may be required
on the part of those States in respect of the latter two Conventions have themselves become effective.
The depositary of this Convention shall consult with the Government of the Netherlands, as the
depositary of the 1964 Conventions, so as to ensure necessary co-ordination in this respect.

Article 100
1. This convention applies to the formation of a contract only when the proposal for con-

cluding the contract is made on or after the date when the Convention enters into force in respect
of the Contracting States referred to in subparagraph (l)(a) or the Contracting State referred to in
subparagraph (1)(£>) of article 1.

2. This Convention applies only to contracts concluded on or after the date when the
Convention enters into force in respect of the Contracting States referred to in subparagraph (l)(a)
or the Contracting State referred to in subparagraph (l)(b) of article 1.

Article 101
1. A Contracting State may denounce this Convention, or Part II or Part III of the Convention,

by a formal notification in writing addressed to the depositary.
2. The denunciation takes effect on the first day of the month following the expiration of

twelve months after the notification is received by the depositary. Where a longer period for the
denunciation to take effect is specified in the notification, the denunciation takes effect upon the
expiration of such longer period after the notification is received by the depositary.

DONE at Vienna, this eleventh day of April, one thousand nine hundred and eighty, in a single
original, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally
authentic.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned plenipotentiaries, being duly authorized by their
respective Governments, have signed this Convention.
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(b) PROTOCOL AMENDING THE CONVENTION ON THE LIMITATION PERIOD IN THE
INTERNATIONAL SALE OF GOODS.6 DONE AT VIENNA ON 11 APRIL 1980

The States parties to this Protocol,
Considering that international trade is an important factor in the promotion of friendly relations

amongst States,
Believing that the adoption of uniform rules governing the limitation period in the international

sale of goods would facilitate the development of world trade,
Considering that amending the Convention on the Limitation Period in the International Sale

of Goods, concluded at New York on 14 June 1974 (the 1974 Limitation Convention), to conform
to the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods, concluded at
Vienna on 11 April 1980 (the 1980 Sales Convention), would promote the adoption of the uniform
rules governing the limitation period contained in the 1974 Limitation Convention,

Have agreed to amend the 1974 Limitation Convention as follows:

Article I

1. Paragraph 1 of article 3 is replaced by the following provisions:
" 1 . This Convention shall apply only
'' (a) if, at the time of the conclusion of the contract, the places of business of the parties

to a contract of international sale of goods are in Contracting States; or
"(fr) if the rules of private international law make the law of a Contracting State

applicable to the contract of sale.''
2. Paragraph 2 of article 3 is deleted.
3. Paragraph 3 of article 3 is renumbered as paragraph 2.

Article II

1. Subparagraph (a) of article 4 is deleted and replaced by the following provision:
"(a) of goods bought for personal, family or household use, unless the seller, at any

time before or at the conclusion of the contract, neither knew nor ought to have known that
the goods were bought for any such use;"
2. Subparagraph (e) of article 4 is deleted and is replaced by the following provision:

"(e) of ships, vessels, hovercraft or aircraft;".

Article III

A new paragraph 4 is added to article 31 reading as follows:
"4. If, by virtue of a declaration under this article, this Convention extends to one or

more but not all of the territorial units of a Contracting State, and if the place of business of
a party to a contract is located in that State, this place of business shall, for the purposes of
this Convention, be considered not to be in a Contracting State unless it is in a territorial unit
to which the Convention extends."

Article IV

The provisions of article 34 are deleted and are replaced by the following provisions:

" 1 . Two or more Contracting States which have the same or closely related legal rules
on matters governed by this Convention may at any time declare that the Convention shall not
apply to contracts of international sale of goods where the parties have their places of business
in those States. Such declarations may be made jointly or by reciprocal unilateral declarations.

"2 . A Contracting State which has the same or closely related legal rules on matters
governed by this Convention as one or more non-Contracting States may at any time declare
that the Convention shall not apply to contracts of international sale of goods where the parties
have their places of business in those States.
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" 3 . If a State which is the object of a declaration under paragraph (2) of this article
subsequently becomes a Contracting State, the declaration made shall, as from the date on
which this Convention enters into force in respect of the new Contracting State, have the effect
of a declaration made under paragraph (1), provided that the new Contracting State joins in
such declaration or makes a reciprocal unilateral declaration."

Article V

The provisions of article 37 are deleted and are replaced by the following provisions:
"This Convention shall not prevail over any international agreement which has already

been or may be entered into and which contains provisions concerning the matters governed
by this Convention, provided that the seller and buyer have their places of business in States
parties to such agreement."

Article VI

At the end of paragraph 1 of article 40, the following provision is added:
"Reciprocal unilateral declarations under article 34 shall take effect on the first day of

the month following the expiration of six months after the receipt of the latest declaration by
the Secretary-General of the United Nations."

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article VII

The Secretary-General of the United Nations is hereby designated as the depositary for this
Protocol.

Article VIII

1. This Protocol shall be open for accession by all States.
2. Accession to this Protocol by any State which is not a Contracting Party to the 1974

Limitation Convention shall have the effect of accession to that Convention as amended by this
Protocol, subject to the provisions of article XI.

3. Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

Article IX

1. This Protocol shall enter into force on the first day of the sixth month following the
deposit of the second instrument of accession, provided that on that date:

(a) the 1974 Limitation Convention7 is itself in force; and
(b) the 1980 Sales Convention is also in force.
If these Conventions are not both in force on that date, this Protocol shall enter into force on

the first day on which both Conventions are in force.
2, For each State acceding to this Protocol after the second instrument of accession has been

deposited, this Protocol shall enter into force on the first day of the sixth month following the
deposit of its instrument of accession, if by that date the Protocol is itself in force. If by that date
the Protocol itself is not yet in force, the Protocol shall enter into force for that State on the date
the Protocol itself enters into force.

Article X

If a State ratifies or accedes to the 1974 Limitation Convention after the entry into force of
this Protocol, the ratification or accession shall also constitute an accession to this Protocol if the
State notifies the depositary accordingly.
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Article XI

Any State which becomes a Contracting Party to the 1974 Limitation Convention, as amended
by this Protocol, by virtue of articles VIII, IX or X of this Protocol shall, unless it notifies the
depositary to the contrary, be considered to be also a Contracting Party to the Convention, un-
amended, in relation to any Contracting Party to the Convention not yet a Contracting Party to this
Protocol.

Article XII

Any State may declare at the time of the deposit of its instrument of accession or its notification
under article X that it will not be bound by article I of the Protocol. A declaration made under this
article shall be in writing and be formally notified to the depositary.

Article XIII

1. A Contracting State may denounce this Protocol by notifying the depositary to that effect.

2. The denunciation shall take effect on the first day of the month following the expiration
of twelve months after receipt of the notification by the depositary.

3. Any Contracting State in respect of which this Protocol ceases to have effect by the
application of paragraphs (1) and (2) of this article shall remain a Contracting Party to the 1974
Limitation Convention, unamended, unless it denounces the unamended Convention in accordance
with article 45 of that Convention.

Article XIV

1. The depositary shall transmit certified true copies of this Protocol to all States.

2. When this Protocol enters into force in accordance with article IX, the depositary shall
prepare a text of the 1974 Limitation Convention, as amended by this Protocol, and shall transmit
certified true copies to all States parties to that Convention, as amended by this Protocol.

DONE at Vienna, this day of 11 April 1980, in a single original, of which the Arabic, Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic.

Notes
1 The Convention was adopted by the United Nations Conference on Prohibitions or Restrictions of Use

of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate
Effects, held in Geneva from 10 to 28 September 1979 and from 15 September TO 10 October 1980. The
Conference was convened on the basis of United Nations General Assembly resolutions 32/152 of 19 December
1977, 33/70 of 14 December 1978 and 34/82 of 11 December 1979. The Convention was adopted by the
Conference on 10 October 1980 and was opened for signature on 10 April 1981.

2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, p. 1.
J Reproduced in the Juridical Yearbook, 1977, p. 95.
J The Conference also adopted at its 7th plenary meeting, on 23 September 1979, a resolution on small-

calibre weapon systems by which it, inter alia, appealed to all Governments to exercise the utmost care in the
development of small-calibre weapon systems, so as to avoid an unnecessary escalation of the injurious effects
of such systems. The resolution is to be found in the final report of the Conference to the General Assembly
(A/CONF.95/15).

5 The Convention was adopted by the United Nations Conference on Contracts for the International Sale
of Goods, held at Vienna from 10 March to 11 April 1980. The Conference was convened by the General
Assembly of the United Nations in accordance with its resolution 33/93 of 16 December 1978, adopted on the
basis of chapter II of the report of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on the work
of its eleventh session (Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-third Session, Supplement No. 17
(A/33/17)) which contained a draft Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods. The Convention
was adopted by the Conference on 10 April 1980 and was opened for signature at its concluding meeting on
11 April 1980.

6 The Protocol Amending the Convention on the Limitation Period in the International Sale of Goods was
adopted by the Conference on 10 April 1980 and was opened for accession at its concluding meeting on 11
April 1980, in accordance with its provisions.

7 See Juridical Yearbook. 1974, p. 92.
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