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“PRAFT CONVENTION ON CONSERVATION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE

PREPARED BY IUCN

The Contracting States,
REALIZING that certain natural areas of outstanding interest and value

to mankind and certain cultural sites of unique historical, anthropological,

or architectural value to mankind must be conserved as part of the World

Heritage;

REALIZING the special value of such natural areas for the conservation of
fauna and flora and geologic structures in their natural state, and their
contribution to the inspiration, culture and well-being of all peoples;
REALIZING, too, the great importance of the world's outstanding cultural

sites to the cultural heritage of mankind;

CONSIDERING that the surest guafanteé for the conservation of such areas

and sites rests in the respect and the attachment felt for them by the
people in whose country they lie; | '

BEING PERSUADED that such feelings may be greatly strengthened by recog-
nition that stich areas and sites form part of the World Heritage;

PBEING CONVINCED that it is the duty of Governments to collaborate to

ensure the conservation of the World Heritage;

BEING DETERMINED to take all possible steps to conserve the World Heritage;

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICIE I: Definitionsg

For the purposc of this Convention,

"Natural area" shall denote a natural area of outstandimg interest and
value to mankind as a result of its unique gcology, physiography,
vegetation or wildlife, including an area which contains important

examples of natural ccosystems of 'special interest to science, an area

*Sec attached cxplanatory notes




~Note 2

Note 3

Note 5

Note 6

Note 7

-2 -

containing a natural landscapc of grecat beauty, and an area of importance
to wildlife conservation, cducation and recrcation; |

"Cultural site" means an arca of great importance to the cultural heritage
of mankind, including monuments of architecture, art‘or history,

vhether rcligious or secular, archcological sites, and groups of buildings
vhich as a whole arc of historical or aitistic interest.

"Protected arca" means any are or sitc cstablished as a national park,
national site, rcsearch rescerve, special rescive or strict wilderness re-
serve (thesc will require further definitions).

"Foandation' means the World Heritage Foundation established pursuant to
Avticle VII. ’

ARTICLE II: The World Heritage

1. The Vorld Heritage shall consicst of:those natural arcas and cultural
sitcs which are recognized by the Foundation for this purpose on account
of their outstanding interest and value to menkind.

2. The Foundation may recognize aéﬁpar£~of the World Heritage mny naturcl
arca or cultural site located within the territory of a Contracting
State which meets criteria specified by the Foundation provided that

“‘the Contractimg State agrees to such recognition. ~Such criteria shall
" includc provision of adequatc protection and management of the arca
" er site as required under Article III.
3. The Foundation shall meintain an inventory of natural arcas and cultural
- sites’in all parts of the world that may qualify for rccognition as
part of the World ﬁeritage. '

4. Any natural area or cultural sitec recognized by the Foundation under

this Article as part of the World Hcritagg_shqllmPg“}pscribcd.in the

Register instituted by the Foundation for this purposc.

©5, The positicni= and the boundaries of each natural arca amd cultural

' gité inscribed in the Register shall be pre¢iscly described and also
délimited on 2 Hap.
6. & ndtural arca or cultural site recognized by the Foundation

under this Article as part of the Torld lleritage shall be a

Mote 5
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mattcer of the joint concern of the Contracting States, os
specified in the Articles of this Convention, and without
prcjudice to the cxclusive sovereign rights of the Contracting

State in the territory of which it is situated.

Conscrvation of thc'World Heritage

1.

2.

The TFoundation shall specify the mininum requirements for the
protection to be accorded ‘to nmatural arcas and cultural sites

of .the World Heritage and for the mancgement of such arcas and

A Contracting State shall in accordance with the requircments
gpecified under the provisions of the last preceding paragraph
protéct any arca or sitc of the Weorld Heritage within its tewr-
ritory by cstablishing the areca or site as a protected arca
under appropridte national legislation.

A Contracting Statc shall take all possible measurcs to enforce
the provisions of its legislation according protcction to a
natural area or cultural site of the World Heritage and to
manage the area or site. in accordance with the fcquiremcnts

specified under the provisiéns'df paragraph 1 of this Article.

‘A Contracting State shall make periodical reports to the

Foundation in accordance with reporting requirements specified

by the Foundation on the state of protcttion accorded to a
natural arca or cultural sitc of the World Heritage within its
territory, the cnforcement of protcctive measures at the area
or site, and the management of the arca or site,

When as a result of either natural phenomena or manmade inter-
vention, extremc envireommental or other disturbance occurs to

2 natural arca or cultural site of the World licritage, the

“Contracting State concerned shall take appropriate action to i.... ..

nitigate such disturbancc to the cxtent feasiblc and possible.
A Contracting State shall notify the Foundation of any such disturbance

which may occur and the mitigating action which is being taken.
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ARTICLE I1V: TRespcct for Uorld Heritage

The Foundation may withdraw its recognition from a natural
arca or cultural site that ‘has been part of the World Heritage
if a Contracting State fails:
(a) to accord the required protecction to the area or site;
(b) to cnforce its protective legislation; or
(¢) to managc'thé ;ré5”of siié.in accordance with'thé;m
requirements of this Axticle.
Before withdrawing its rccognition from a natural ared or cul-
tural site, the Foundation shall consult with the Contracting
State' concerned on the measures to be taken to rectify the situa-
tion. If the Contracting State fails to- take the neccsgary
measurcs within six months after receiving formal notification
from the Foundation to this effect, the Foundation may at its
discretion withdraw its recognition of the natural arcz or
cultural site énd shall remove the arca or site from the

Register. ;

1.

ARTICLE V: Assistance in Conserving the World Heritage

The Contracting States undertake to respect all. natural arcas
and cultural sites of the World Heritage, whcthérfsituatcd
with;n the%r own territory or within the territof&iof another
Contracting State. . o
.Obligations'mentioned in paragraph lvoffthis Arfiélc'may be
waived only in cases vherc necessity imperatively fequires

such a waiver.

L

.with the conscrvation of a natural area or cultu-al site of

.tbé World Heritage within‘itx,tcrritory.

The Foundation shall, at the request of a Contracting State,

furnish it with advice and gencral acsistance in connexion

Note Ll
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The Foundation shall, at the request of a Contracting State,

assist the State in making requests for funding programmec
S 3 prog

for comnservation of netural arcas and cultural sites of the
Vlorld Ileritage within its territory and in sccuring such
funding.

The Foundation shall establish a fund for conservation of
notural arcas and cultural sites of the World Heritage,
hereinafter referred to as "the Fund, to be used to support
conscrvation action in comnexion with such arcas and sites.
The Fund shall be made up of any voluntary grants made to
the Foundation by Contracting Statcs or any donations made
from any source, whether intergovernmental, governmental or
private, to the Foundation for this purposec.

The Foundation may apply monics from the Fund to support any

request by a Contracting State for assitance for the conser-

vation of a natural airea or cultural site of the World Heritage

within its territory.

The Foundation shall when furnishing advice or assistance to
a Contracting State under this Article make the fullest use

possible of the existing intergovernmental, governmental and

non-governmental machinery for technical assistance.

ARTICLE Vi: 'Mcctings of Rcﬁresentatives of Contracting States

1.

T S O S SO S Ly

The representatives of.the Coantracting States shall meet at

suiteble intervals and places and not less than once cvery three

years.

The representatives of the Contracting States shall review
the operation of this Convention and make recommendations
with a view to improving its cificiency. They shall czaxiue
the rcport presented to them by the Toundation, together with

any matters which the Foundation shall have brought to their

notice.
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Decisions shall be taken by a simple majority of those present
and voiting; a quorum shall consist of a majovity of the Con-

tracting States.

ARTICLE VII: The Foundation

1.

4,

(]

The Conftracting States shali establish at the first mectiag

of their represcntatives a World Heritage Foundation consist-
ing of merbere chosen by zcason of their competence in matters
pertaining to'this Convention.  The number of members shall
be determined by the representatives of the Contracting States.,
Candidates shall be nominated by the representatives of the
Contracting States, cach country being cntitled to nominate

as many candidates as it wishes. A votc shall thén be taken,
cach Contracting Statc having one vote for cach of the scats
on the Foundation. The candidatcs rveceiving the. greatest
number of votes shall be elected. In the casc:of a.tie, the
older candidate shall be elected.

Any vacancy arising on the Foundation between two.meetings

of the répresentatives of the Contracting States shall be
filled by the candidate closecst in order to the last candidate
clected, who accepts the invitation to f£ill the vacant seat.
The members of the Foundation shall wremain in office until

the next meeting of the representatives of the Cpntrﬁpting
States.  They shall be cligible for re=clection. .

‘The Foundation shall clect £tz Chairman and drawv up:its rules
of procedure.

ings and nay work by corrcspondence.

'

ARTICLE VIII: Funciions of the Foundation

1.

In addition to the functions and duties of the Foundation
specificd elsevhere in this Convention, the Toundation shall

have the following functions and duties:

It shall ‘decide the date and place of its mect-

Note 5

Note 5

Note

(a)

(b)

(e)

(a)

{c)

(£)

(g)

To carzy out or cause to be carried out vhatever studies
it considers necessary in connexion with this Convention;
To review the criteria for zccognition of natural arcas
and cultural sites as part of the Vorld lleritage;

To wveview the minimum vequirements for the protection to
be accorded to notural arcas and culturel sites of the
Tlorld leritage and for the management of such avcas and
sites; ' ‘

To create public avarenecss throughout the world oi the

. imporfance of the World Heritage and to promote action

to engender public support for the respect and conserva-
tion of the World Heritage;
To present to cach meeting of representatives of the

Contracting States a report on the implementation of this

Convention and on the protection and menagement of

natural arcas and cultural sites of the World Heritage;

To make rccommendations to the Contracting States on
States that should be invited to adhcre to this Convention
3o that specific natural arcas or cultural sites within

their territories may be recognized as pert of the Vorld

‘Heritege; and

To cxanine and rule on requesis foxr assistance for the
conscrvation of natural areas and cultural sites vhich
are o:x vhich are considered likely to; become part of the

World Heritage.

2. The Foundation nay cstablich Committees to assist it in .the

discharge of its functions.

DTICLE IX: Sccrctariat

1. The
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shall perf orm the secretarviat dutics under this Convention

until gsuch time as another organiczation is appointed by a

majority of two-thirds of all Contracting States.

2. The

sceretariat duties shall be, inter alia:
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(2) to assist in the convening and organizing of the moetings
of vepresentatives of the Contracting States specified in
Article VI;

(b) to maintain the Register of natural arcas and cultural
sitcs comprising the World Horitage;

(c) to assist the Foundation in the discharge of its dutices

ARTICLE X: Signature

This Convention ghall until ...t iiiiiiiniiieiinnaneaenaes 19 0,
be open for signature by all State members of - the United MNations

or of any of the specialized agencices or of the International Atonic

%]

! .
Encrgy Agency, ov party Lo the Statute of the International Court

of Justice.

ARTICLE XI: DRatification

This Convention is subject to ratification. The instruments of

ratification shall be deposited with "ot viiienninereeinninen

~heveby designeoted as the Depositary.

ARTICLE X1I: Accegsion

This Convention shall remein open for accession by any State be-
longing to any of the catcgories in Article X. The instruments of

accessionishall be derosited with the Depositary.

ARTICLE XIII: Tecritorial Application

1, This Convention shall apply,. in respect of any Contracting
State, to the territories for the international relations of
which that State is responsible.

2. A Contracting Statc may when ratifying .or acceding to this
Convention, or any iime thereafier, declare that the pro-
vigions of this Convention shall not apply to onec o3 morc‘of

the territorics for the international- velations of vhich that

9]
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State is responsible, and shall notify the Dopositary according-

3. Any Contracting State making o declaration under this Article
nmay revoke that declaration by notification to that cffect

to the Depositary.

ARTICLE XIV: . Entry into Force

1. This Convention chall comc into force four months after the
date of deposit of the seventh instrumant of raotification
or accession wvith the Depogsitary.

2, For cach Statc vhich ratifies this Convcﬁtion or accecdes
thercto after the deposit of the seventh instrumant of rati-
fication or zccession, the Convention shall come into force
four months after the deposit by such a State of its instrument

of vatification or accession.

ARTICLE XV: QRevision

1. After the cxpiration of a period of threc years from the date

on. which this Convention has come into force, a proposal for
its rdvision may be made by any Contracting State by notifying
in writing the Depositary which shall communicate
it to the other Contracting States.

2. Upon request from at lecast o thizd of the Contracting States,
a Conference of Contracting States shall be convened by the

Depositary with a viev to examining such a proposal.

ARTICLE XVI: Denunciation

Any Contracting Statc may denounce this Convention after 2 period

of threce years from the daté on vwhich it enteved into force fox
that Party by written notification to the Depositary. The denun-
ciation.shall take cffect tuelve months after the Depositary has

iseceived the notification.

AT L ST T AL .




ARTICLE XVII: Decpositary

1. In addition to other depositary functions specifically sct
forth herein, the Depositary shall inform all signatory
and acceding Stotec of signatures, deposits of inctruments
of rvatification or accession, cntry into force of the
Convention, and notifiéatibns of denuncictions.

2. This Comvention shall be wregistered with the Scerctariat of

the United Nationa by the Depositary.

ARTICLE XVIIT: TFinal Provision

The original of this Convention, made in the Eaglish and French
languages, cach version being cqually authentic, chall be denosited
with the Depositary, which shall transmit duly certificd copies

thercof to all Contracting

(%9}
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tates,

IN WITNESS WHERECTF the undersigned, being duly authorized to that

cffect, have signed this Convention.

‘Done aE v.venerrenvnsenannaeae-as this oo day of .uvven... 01900,

\V;
#

Explanatory Notes and Possible Alternative Provisions for

; ‘ the Draft Convention on Conservation of the World Herifage

ilote 1. Sce Preanble and Aviicle I.
Objection has been wzaised to the word "unique™ on the ground
that if there are only tuo examples in the world, it would
i be preferable not to cuclude both of them because of lack
of.uniquéncss.
. Mote Z. Sce Axticle I. '"Protecind Aweca'. This definition nay
- perheps be omittéd in vicr of the provisions of paragraph
! 1 of Article ITII.
Hote 3. Sce Article I. "The Foundation®. Th2 original term used
' vas "orld Heritage Trust”. "Trust? was changed to
"Foundation" because of difficultics expericnced in trans-

lating the cavlier teirm into other languages. The sup-

\ ' agestion has been made that "World Heritajze Toundation

=1
should be replaced by "Intewrnational Authovrity™.

Hote 4. Sce Article II, paragraph 1. it has been suggested
that sinee recognition of an arca or site may have conse-
quences for other Contracting Ctates this should be sub-

cct to vatification by the represcemtatives of Contracting

[ TR W

tates {sce Asticle VI).

llote 5. Sce Article II, paragraph 2, ond Article IIT, pavagraph 1.
The criteria for recognitiorn and the minimum requirements
for protection might be general In nature and serve as

uidelines only, or they could be specific and mandatory.

o]

Periodical revision of criteria and requivements is pro-
vided for under Sections (b) znd (¢) of pavagraph 1 of

Luticle VIII.

Ln alternative is to dispense vith a priovi criteria for

.

recognition and minimum requirements for proteciion and

! for the Foundation to negotiate scparately, in —cgard to




Hote 7.

Hotce ©.

ote ©

ote 10
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cach arca or site, the conditions under vhich such area

.ot site becomes part of the Uorld leritage. In thic

case definitions of various typec of protected area

{see Article I) may be dispensed <rith.

Sce dLrticle TIL, pavagreph 3. It is intended that the
Foundaotion will take action leading -to the wecegnition
of such arcas ond sites. In the casc of arcas and sites

tates, approache

(9]

vithin the tervitery of Contractin

(o}
[&]

vill be made to those States with a view to taking action

other

Fh

under paragraph 2 of Acticle II. In the case o

1=

arvecas and sites, cection will fivst be taken under section
(£) of paragraph 1 of Article VIII with a vicw to having
States in question adhere to the Convention. ‘

Sce Article IT, paragraph 4. It hos been suggested that
"Register' should be replaced by "List", or "Schedulel.
Sce Article IIL, pavagraph 6. The sugzgesiion has been
nade that as, by defivition, only areas and sices of valuc

tc mankind can be recognized, on area or site- should only

have recognition withdzawa when it has been completely snoilt.
Up to that stage the international community should be able

to exert some pressure to prevent despoiletion of the area
or site.

This is linked to another suggestion that the Foundation
should be given some vight of inspection of arcas and sites
forming part of the Uorld leritage.

see frticle IV, pavesraph 1. In an carlier draft refen-
ence vas uade to the effects of armed conflict. It is

nov intended that action should be initiated to amend

the Hague Couvention to cover such aspects rather than
inciude then here.

A suggestion has been made that a Contracting State should
have the right to be ‘helped, financially or otheruise, vhen-

.

ever exceptional civcumstances prevent it from fulfilling its

s

obligations (e.g. damage caused by natural catastrophe or wai).
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This would involve alternative financial provisions to
meet such demands,

Sec Article V, paragraph 4. An alternative proposzl has
been madc suggesting a combination of campulsory levies

on Contracting States and voluntary grants. This has not
been incorporated in the present draft.

See Artiele VII, paragraph 1. Attentionh may need to be

given to ensuring an adequate spread of interests amongst

-the representatives so that proper attention may be given

both to natural areac and to cultural sites.

Sece Avticle IX, Alternative provisions may be adopted
cither in regard to the operation of a Secrctariat by
sccondment from an existing inteimational body or by

creating a staff cmployed by the Foundation.




