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" AGENDA ITEM 87

claration on the granting of independence to colonial
countries and peoples (continued)

The PRESIDENT: The General Assembly will con-
its consideration of the item entitled "Declara-
n the granting of independence to colonial
ountries and peoples".

efore calling on the next speaker- inscribed on
list, I give the floor to the representative of Por-
in exercise of his right of reply,

RIN (Portugal): Mr. President, mayIthank
for granting me the right of reply. It is for my
egation 2 matter of deep regretthatthe representa-~

om the Soviet Union has thought it appropriate
ur this debate—~a debate which should be solely
erned with the discussion of general principles
high ideals—by coming here and making remarks

rmony and agreement. Indeed, the representative
e Soviet Union has made accusations ‘which my
gation must reject categorically. Itis notsurpris—
that such vilifications should be made by the
gation of the Soviet Union: as we all know the dele-
Hon of the Soviet Union is always at its best when
ging in sub~standard propaganda, and when ad-
ing to others certain accusations which more
rly should be directed elsewhere, namely, to
selves, ’ '
ly delegation strongly rejects and emphatically
815 against the statements mide in regard to
5l by the representative of the Soviet Union,
are entirely baseless and, should the representa=
of the Soviet Union pretend to prove them, he
have to offer still more fabrications.

e Soviet representative accused my country of
Bg out unending reprisals in the Portuguese
€38 Provinces and of practising forced labour,
1 slavery, colonial tyranny and the like. These
Utrageous slanders and my delegation, on behalf
ortuguese nation and its Government, vehe-
Y denies such accusations and once again repu-

.&very one of them,

0 the Soviet representative becomes intoxi-
With the high sound of his irresponsible words—
ly when he feels that the Assembly will
te his verbal abuse of my country and Govern-
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tatements which certainly are not a contribution .

ment—he is likely to stop at nothing for as long as he
senses that this forum renders him a degree of
immunity.

7. We take pride in the unceasing toil and work that
for nearly five centuries of common history we have
achieved overseas—it has been the work of maintain-
ing order, organizing community life, promoting eco-
nomic development, providing education at all levels,
investing capital, and raising living standards. How-
ever, one thing is certain: at least, the progress and -
development which we brought and are still bringing
Into our Overseas Provinces was not and is not done
by methods which are repugnant to the conscience of
mankind nor by violations .of human rights, We have
not and we will not achieve progress through subjuga-

- tion of peoples and territories, physical and moral

slavery, complete political repression, deportations of
people "en magse", forced migration, absolute lack of
freedom—political or intellectual--constant threats
against other nations and peoples, exploitation of the
weak, and so on, 4 ®

8. I hope that the Soviet representative will under-
stand why I objected to his irresponsible rémarks
about Portugal, However, if he insists on fictitious
and ‘utterly unwarranted remarks about a so-called
Portuguese colonialism, I will be compelled to return
here in due course to remind him and to elaborate
on a certain type of colonialism, which, I am sure,
he is very familiar with.

9. :Mr. NONG KIMNY (Cambodia) :(translated from
French): I have the honour to submit formally to the
General Assembly the draftdeclaration on the granting
of independence to colonial countries and peoples con=
tained in document A/L.323, on behalf of the delega-
tions of Afghanistan, Burma, Cambodia, Ceylon, Chad,

~ Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq,

Jordan, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Morocco, Nepal,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Togo, Tunisia
and Turkey. '

10. Since the text was distributed, three other dele-~
gations—those of Cyprus, Mali and the United Arab

" Republic—have joined the co-sponsors [A/L.323/
~Add.1]. B :

11. In submitting this draft declaration, we wish to
inform the General Assembly that we have taken the
greatest care in drafting it and givingitits final form.
In preparing it we have tried, in particular, to find

~ formulas and solutions which we hope will be accept~-

able to the great majority of delegations, if not to the
entire General Assembly. The co-sponsors of the
document therefore appeal to all delegations to con-
sider it with open minds, as a means of putting an
end to a situation which is now an anachronism in the
history of mankind, the domination of one country by
another and the exploitation of one people by another.

12. Since the historic Bandung Conference of 1955,

_enormous progress has been made in applying the
989
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principles laid down at that first meeting of the Afri-
can-Asian countries. We are anxious that the present
draft declaration should be yet another step forward
in the irresistible process of the emancipation of
peoples. We hope that all the countries concerned,

especially those responsible for the future of the’

peoples who are still dependent, will see their way to
support this declaration; and in our desire to ensure
peaceful development and a bright future of freedom
for all peoples who have not yet gained independence,
we have kept the languageused in our draft declaration
strictly in conformity with that of the United Nations
. Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.

13. Since I am speaking now solely to submit our
draft declaration formally, I have the honour toinform

you that the co~sponsors reserve the right to speak

again.in order to present their views. I should also
like to say that it seems probable that other delega=-
tions, which are now waiting for instructions from
their Governments, will join us later as co-sponsors
of the draft. '

14. ‘Mr. VAKIL (Iran) (translated from French): There
is no doubt that the debate which began this morning
is of exceptional historicalimportance, Colonialism is

in its last throes, as a result of the irresistible and.

irreversible movement of peoples towards full emanci-
pation; and here we are, the peoples of the United
Nations, giving historic expression to this universal
moment of truth.

15, It is a moment between a past of inequality and
a glorious future, in which all peoples of the world
seem resolved tore-establish human brotherhood,now
won back at last, and to work together for their com-
mon happiness, on a footing of equality and the soli-
darity of free men. :

16. As the representative of one of the oldest free
and independent States in the world—though it is
situated in a continent which has for long been ravaged
by the curse of colonialism—I am deeply aware of the
‘great honour it is for me to be able to put my coun-
try's views on the problem before us. :

17. At this moment, when the victorious struggle of
the colonial peoples has brought about the disintegra-
tion of the colonial system, and when more than forty-
five countries have become independent since the
establishment of the United Nations, over 100 million
of our brothers and sisters are still experiencing
the horrors of a system which has inflicted indescrib=
able sufferings on dependent peoples.

18, Before I begin to discuss colonialism, it may be
useful, I think, to try to define it, Colonialism might
be defined as a political and economic system im-
posed and maintained by foreign Powers on the national
territory of other peoples, its main feature in those
territories being the arbitrary establishmentofa sys-
tem introduced from outside, without the consent of
the peoples administered, and designed mainly to serve
the interests of the administering Powers. -

19, As this definition shows, one of the main features
of colonialism has been the use of force with or with-
out provocation, either brute force or force cleverly
disguised in the best paternalistic traditions, We can
say, without danger of partiality, that colonialism,
stripped of its trappings, was a system established
by force, and then developed, becoming more subtle,
and even in a way, more humane, likewise by force

- and, I must édd, a force designed primaril

. gers and to perpetuate its rule, colonialism was forced

to
the development of the colonial peoplesy Wh}éc;}:v:p
T

development was not seen to be essential, in ope

or another, tothe development of the colonial intere:'?y
It was therefore basically a force opposed tq thos'
peoples! development, antagonistic to that de >
ment, a force based on principles which oft
heed to the fate of the subject peoples.

Velop.
en paid no

20, This does not mean, by the way, that a Settle
was by nature a contemptible exploiter; not necesr
sarily so. He was like so many other kinds of mep. h;
might, as an individual, be as pleasant as the néxt
as helpful and as good as the exploited black PersOn’
The trouble was inherent in the very nature of hig
status and of the colonial system, which sought t,
exploit the conquered countries in whatever manye, -
would be best for production, profit and a reassuriy
absencé of trouble, . ’ 8

21, In its pursuit of this purpose, the colonial systey
was, by its very nature, in the opposite camp to the
colonial peoples. It unconsciously, but justifiably, con-
sidered any real progress and any awakening of the
colonial peoples as a real threat to its own existence
and it did not allow those peoples to develop except h; '
so far as their development was essential to its own
existence, and only in whatever conditions of peace and
stability, or rather social stagnation, were most
suitable to the colonial system.

22, Colonialism, initially imposed by force, very soon
became a highly complicated system of direct or in-
direct political and economic domination of all the
less developed peoples. Hence, according to the kind of
interests concerned and the advantages to be gained,
the colonial Power would resort either to direct con=
trol of the subject territories, or to indirect control,
by systematically supporting ruling classes which were
kept in power to defend colonial interests against the
indigenous peoples. :

23, Whatever the method of controlling these terri-
tories applied by the metropolitan country, colonialism
succeeded through this control in establishing and
maintaining powerful machinery designed to bring in
the greatest possible profits, regardless of the in-
terests of the indigenous inhabitants. So the colonial
system, by the support it gave to the forces of social
reaction in subject territories and to tribal classes
and hierarchies which would otherwise have disap-
peared, distorted the dynamic working of the forces
of change and froze political and social development
at the primitive stage, This is why colonialism must
be held responsible for the considerable backwardness
of the dependent countries in relation to the general
progress throughout the world, and for the tragic gulf
between these dependent countries and the industrial=
ized countries. '

24. In order to maintain and increase its profits, t
protect colonial enterprise against all risks and dan-

to perpetuate an order based essentially on gocia.
stagnation and the maintenance of the status quo, 3%
marked by the paralysis of the forces of progress:
For these purposes the colonial régime used SU¢
devices as racial discrimination, enslavement 0V
humiliation, fear and ignorance, exploitation wnde!
paternalistic labels and other practices calculate .to
deprive the man living under colonialism of his identl

and human dignity. As I have said, it permitted 30




926th meeting - 28 November 1960

991

ress of subject peoples unless such progress was
to be essential to its own existence.

prog
‘seen
95, It is, of course, true that, to serve its own pur-
“ ses and to exploit the wealth of conquered terri-
po jes in the manner best suited to production, profit
t‘ofi relative absence of trouble, colonialism introduced
‘?:ames typical of more advanced societies.

96, Here, obviously, colonialism could hardly escape

the gemeral law of contradiction inherent in every
jiving process. This is also a point which must be
prought out if we are to understand the complex and
gometimes misleading nature of the colonjalproblem.
1t would be a mistake to carry hatred of colonialism,
. however understandable, to the point of simply denying
or refusing to recognize the undoubtedly useful features
produced by and inherent in the very exploitation sys—
tem itself. It is by no means true that colonialism
pas done absolutely nothing in the colonies, We per—
‘gonally feel that colonialism has undeniably made
definite contributions, some of them of the greatest
jmportance for the later development of the colonies.
However, we must at once make clear the nature of
these contributions and put them in their historical
getting, in order to avoid confusion and distortion
of the truth. Any objective analysis of the facts will
 thus show clearly that the so-called benefits of the
colonial system, far from being essential features of
_colonialism, are simply its inevitable secondary con-
* gequences, and aré caused by the very contradictions
the system.

The source of the contradiction lay in the actual de-
elopment of modern society and in the needs of a
ystem of profitable exploitation of colonial countries.
This meant, among other things, that the peoples had
_to play a greater part in the colonial enterprisg.
- The system needed labour which was not only cheap
but also skilled and properly organized. It had to set
. up what has been called the economic infra-structure
_necessary, for the development of transport, com=-
_merce and the economy in general, It could not do
without roads, buildings, schools or even hospitals,

of which arenow part ofany large~secale, efficiently
run and expanding commercial enterprise, As I say,
these indisputable featuras of colonialism, although
they are there for all to see, are not evidence of any
acred mission of the colonial Powers, but are to be
xplained as the inevitable consequences of a system
based essentially on profit and the colonial interests
oncerned, These same consequences were also to
ring about the gradual disintegration of the system.

8. The contradictions inherent in the colonial sys=—
I, in fact, became more apparent as the system
nlarged its horizons. The development of means of
Ommunication, the establishment of urban centres,
the Introduction of the new system of trade and or-
ganized labour, as well as such things as the gradual
Mpoverishment of the indigenous peoples, were strong
Mough to break out of the framework artificially

3 its profits,
risks and dap

Coples to self-awareness in the face of the whole
he11011,1enon of colonialist rule.

9. The revolutionary changes which followed the
°cond World War and affected the fate of about 1,500
1]1911 persons belonging to the Asian peoples gave a
W impulse to the independence movement of the
h Can peoples. In a sense, they served to bring to
ad what T have called the secondary consequences

97. It is important to carry this analysis further.:

Maintained by the settlers and-finally led the colonial.

1

of socialism. Those who had been trained and schooled‘

- for the deliberate purpose of serving their former

masters more diligently became aware of their human
and national strength and refused to be used as the
instruments of their own ruin, '

30. So the African awakening, whichhas been the most
important feature of the history of the black continent
over the past fiffteen years, pitted against colonialism
in Africa a force of such power, scope and lightning
development that it has surprised not only the colonial-
ists but sometimes those who set it in motion, namely
the prime movers of the African emancipation move~
ment,

31, During the period which followed the African

awakening after the Second World War, there was a

certain confusion in'the colonial camp, Was brute

force to be stepped up and were the old colonial

methods to be continued, with still heavier oppression

and repression? Would it be better to adapt them to

the more democratic climate of the time ? Or had the

time come to make an agonizing reappraisal of the -
traditional methods and simply to keep pace with the

troublemakers ?

32, The foreign and colonial offices had never seen
such extraordinarily swift deployment of forces which
they could not even understand. And, while they tried .
one solution after another, each testing what seemed
to it the most effective way of dealing with the situa-
tion, the peoples themselves continued the struggle,
which grew like a snowball and threatened to become
a general movement going beyond the purposes which
the colonial peoples had set for themselves,

33. As may be imagined, the political cenditions
arising out of the cold war were not likely to make it
easier to deal with the more and more threatening rise
of the anti-colonial tide. Those who had a clearer
sense of history and more practical vision decided at
this point to adapt their thinking to the new conditions
and to achieve the only possible balance capable of
maintaining positions which had become precarious.
Some such concern would appear to have been behind

" the famous "new wind of change" policy in Africa,

which the Africans, though they realize its nature,
have welcomed. It is a true expression of the real
forces concerned, since it exists, clearly, first and
foremost because of the courage and struggles of the
African peoples for independence, and also because of
the practical good sense and enlightenment of the
colonial Powers concerned.

34, The United Kingdom, feeling this wind of change,
is breaking up its former colonial empire with unde~
niable success, and often with the effective co-
operation of the peoples concerned. In this England
has once again shown its political genius for adapting
itself to the changing conditions of the times. o

35. Itis this wind of change that has brought France,
with glory and success, to restore to most of its
former African possessions the great principles born
of the French Revolution and of its rights of man and
of the citizen.

36. The admission to the United Nations of ten new
States, all members of the French Community, does
credit to the courageous decolonization, operation un~
dertaken by the Fifth Republic. Let us hope that this
wind of change will be strong enough to blow, not only
through the former French territories which have

" already been freed, but also through other territories
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_in which this sincere effort is still held back by

unwarranted vested interests.

37. Thus in the annals of colonialism the wind of
change is a new phenomenon which has come to stay.
It is an expression of this moment of truth when
colonialism, realizing the implications of the emanci-
pation movement and the new and only possible balance
of forces, sees no alternative butto makean agonizing
reappraisal of its general attitude towards the very
problem of the colonial system.

38. Colonialism, which had been more or less firmly
founded on brute force—the mostefficacious and prac-
tical uistrument of supremacy at the time—is turning
to a new strategy. Instead of opposing the tide, it will

now follow the tide. Instead of stopping it with a force

which is no longer effective, colonialism will try to
use it in a new way, seeking to co-operate with the
former rebels and trying now to maintain, as far as
possible, its only remaining bastion, namely its eco-
nomic and technical supremacy. ‘

39. It is of thé greatest theoretical and practical
importance for the under-developed peoples to study
the complex features of this wind of change which has
begun to blow through Africa and has opened the last
chapter of colonialism. This wind must not deceive
the African people by its freshness or by the new
sense of dignityand freedom itbrings them. Nor should

it be neglected and simply opposed, just because it.

rises in the white hills of the West, Like every his~
torical fact, and like colonialism itself, it is made up
of opposing forces. It is our task, as the peoples of
the developing countries, to turn it to the best advan-

tage without falling into the snares of inexcusable.

credulity or of an anachronistic and dogmatic ortho-
doxy.

40. The colonial peoples, I am sure, will tackle this
new situation, with all its inherent hopes and dangers,
its possibilities in the way of co-=operation, its pit-
falls and dileramas, But this will of course require
great vigilance and discernment everywhere. For the
constructive and promising aspects of the wind of
change are, after all, only an intelligent reaction to
and a realistic estimaté of the new balance which
history has imposed on the colonial Powers. It should
be welcomed and encouraged wherever it truly and
effectively expresses a realisticand enlightened sense
of history and is based on the premise, now evident
and well established, that no kind of political enter=

. prise can last in the context of tyranny and the sub-

jugation of peoples.

41, Tt would be a very different thing if other Powers,
more obstinate and less imaginative, were to look on

“the wind of change as a simple tactical manceuvre,
regarding it in Machiavellian terms as a safety valve -

to be opened when the pressure reached the point of
explosion. The events of the past year have revealed

two significant tendencies in the colonial situation at

its present stage of development. On the one hand,
they have familiarized us with the more intelligent,
long-term policy of the wind of change; on the other
hand, they have shown us once more that, in their
desperate struggle for existence, colonial vested in-
terests have more than one trick up their sleeve and
that neo~colonialism is a very much more cunning,
and hence far more dangerous, child than the parents

-who gave it birth.

42, In point of fact, traditional colonialism ag Such
can henceforth be considered as a historical phenop,

non belonging to the past. Even if in some territorie;
it is still rampant and still provokes crises markeq
by the blood and tears of the indigenous people, eye

if it still exists in a considerable number of terrir_l
tories, with a total population of 100 million; ty
colonial system as a whole is already on its deathe
bed, already breathing its last, and its hysterics)
outbreaks of violence show even more clearly that jig
end is near and inevitable. Thus it is not the oq
colonialism, asthmatic and with one foot in the grave

that now threatens to deprive peoples of genuine inden

- pendence, but the young and virulent neo-colonialism

With its complex network of political, economic
ideological and other weapons, neo-~colonialism is ou’E
to defend the same interests over the corpse of the
old-style colonialism, The nature and purpose of hoth
are the same, and on the whole only the tactics seem
to have changed, to fit in with the political, economie
and psychological requirements of the modern world,
No one should be deceived by appearances, and pre-
cisely for that reason,as longagoas 1955, at Bandung,
a1l the African and Asian peoples decided to denounce
colonialism, solemnly declaring it, in all its forms
and manifestations, to be an evilwhich mustbe quickly
brought to an end.

43. There is no doubt that the vested interests which
caused the colonial scourge to appear inthe world and
have enabled it to endure will continue to exist long
after colonialism itself has been eliminated. Hence it
is to be expected that they will refuse to submit to the
verdict of the liberated peoples and will doeverything
they can to return to the scene and recreate colonial-
ism in new forms better suited tothe conditions of the
modern world. This being so, it is imperative that the:
peoples concerned should continue to extend their
struggle against the colonial phenomenon to all forms:
of colonialism, whether economic or political, which
directly or indirectly threaten their national sover-
eignty and the workings of the democratic institutions
deriving therefrom.

44, The prbblems and circumstances to which I have

referred show clearly that the whole question of

colonialism is far from being simple. Ithas theoretical
aspects which particularly call for study soas to enable
the peoples of the world to follow its development
better as time goes on and to prepare themselves to
confront the dangers it presents. But such a study
would be altogether outside the scope of this debate.
With your permission, therefore, I shall tryas briefly
as possible to put forward some considerations of 8
general nature and to deal with the main practical
problems which face us today, seeking at the samé
time to establish certain principles which we feel
should be brought to the attention of the Member States
concerned.

45. (1) Let me say once more what pleasure it gives
my country to note that this year seventeen former
colonial ‘territories have come to swell our ranks &5
fully sovereign and independent Members. It is @
brilliant victory, not only for the peoples concerned,
but also for the international community as & whole,
and, of course, for the United Nations. It is obvious
that the contribution of new States not only strengthes®

' the position and prestige of the United Nations, but 18

also animportant factor in ensuring international peac®
and security.
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46. (2) While recognizing the merits and progressive
nature of the efforts recently made by certain Ad-
ministering Powers to lead a large number of terri-
tories under their administration towards independ-
ence, my delegation hopes that the policy of de~
colonization thus begun will be adopted and followed
py all Powers administering overseas territories and
will be extended to all colonial territories where the
indigenous peoples are still deprived of the fundamental
right of self-determination. By virtue of this recog-
nized right of all peoples, they freely determine their
po]itical status and freely pursue their economic,
social and cultural development. Article 1, para-
graph 2, of the draft International Covenants on Human

* Rights, already adopted by the Third Committee of the

General Assembly, recognizes further that:

"The peoples may, for their own ends, freely dis-
pose of their natural wealth and resources without
-prejudice fo any obligations arigsing out of inter=-

national economic co~operation,based upon the prin~ -

ciple of mutual benefit and international law. In no
case may a people be deprived of its own means of
subsistence "/

47, (3) The United Nations is to be congratulated on

- its contribution to the movement to emancipate the

peoples of Non~Self~Governing and Trust Territories
and on its support for the principle of self=determina=-
tion. The International Trusteeship System, and a
dynamic interpretation of the spirit of Chapter XI of
the Charter, have proved effective means of helping
these peoples to achieve progressive emancipationand
preparing them gradually for independence, It is, how=
ever, regretiable tonote thatin this field the resistance

of certain Administering Powers to the constructive

efforts ' of the United Nations and their systematic
policy of meeting the liberal spirit of the Charter with
a narrow and outmoded interpretation of the letter of
the Charter have bad this effect of reducing consider=
ably, and even paralysing, the possibilities of action
by the international commumity.

"48. (4) World development, particularly during the

past fifteen years, showsunquestionably thatin present
circumstances the conditions necessary for lasting

‘international co-operation based on respect for funda-

mental human rights not only run parallel to, but are
identical with, the essential conditions for preserving
the legitimate economic and political interests of the
great Powers, The incomprehensible insistence of
Some Powers on maintaining certain colonial prac~
tices which in the past proved successful methods of
achieving colonial ends, cannot today but ruin the last

. chances of co~operation between the developing peoples

and the more privileged Powers.

49, More particularly, itis ofthe greatestimportance
that countries inspired by the ideals of liberty and
democracy should yield to the evidence ofanew order
of things and should not precipitate, whether through
indifference or lack of vision, situations which can
ouly benefit the enemies of all peoples. The logical
development of the colonial peoples is proceeding dt
Such a furious pace that it is now no longer permis~
sible to keep to a marrow conception of immediate
Self-interest. Today more than ever, sincere and frank

ks between colonial Powers and .colonial peoples is

‘Becessary, and on these talks depend the future of the
A‘ ——

Y Official Records of the General Assembly, Tenth Session, Annexes,

- 3genda item 28 (part I), document A /3077, para, 77,

whole world, If they take place andare carried on in a
friendly atmosphere, there is every reason to believe
that an era of fruitful co-operation for the common
good could come about; and that would not be a de-
feat, but a victory for all. :

50, The very natural suspicions of both sides, the
misunderstandings, the mutual recriminations, could
thus gradually disappear in an atmosphere marked by
joint efforts on the part of the free and independent
peoples to create a new community of nations, free
from unjust bondage, free from racial or other pre~
judices, and free from the tyranny of things and of
men. -

51. Such a policy of co-operation is, in our view, the
only one which can help the former colonial peoples
to follow their course of development without discord
and enable them to solve the problems, particularly
the economic problems, which will arise along this
arduous path., It is also the only one which can lay
the foundations of a solid and lasting peace, in the
regions concerned and in the whole world. If, by
some mischance, such co~operation is not achievedin
time, and if the debate doés not proceed on a basis of
equality and mutual confidence, it is to be feared that
the whirlwind of events will engulf all men of goodwill
and open the door to tyranny, which alone in such
circumstances would be capable of putting an end to
the chaos thus unleashed.

52, All peoples, therefore, and all free and inde-

pendent States, particularly the Administering Powers,
must recognize this complex situation, which is as
fraught with danger as it is full of opportunities for
co=operation. To this end they must establish and
develop their relations with the former colonial peoples
on the fundamental, sacred principle that all peoples
without exception have an inalienable rightto complete
independence, to the exercise of sovereignty and to
the integrity of their national territory, and on this
basis are determined to take their destinies into their
own hands, in complete freedom, withoutany pressure
from outside.  They must realize once and for all
that the general movement of peoples towards complete
emancipation is an irreversible and irresistible phe=
nomenon and thatany attempt, either direct or indirect,
to resist it is not only immoral and contrary to inter-
national law, but is doomed in advance to certain
failure, They must have confidence in all peoples
and abstain from any intervention of a political, eco~
nomic or other kind in their internal affairs, The
free péoples and the Powers which were and still are
responsible for administering the colonial territories
must do all that is in their power to work for the
success of this historical movement, on which the
future and the happiness ofall mankind largely depend,

53. (5) The present situation thus imposes new re-
spongibilities on the former colonial Powers. These
new responsibilities must, first of all, lead them to do
everything they can to bridge the gap whichnow separ—
ates them from the colonial peoples and, to that end,
to seek the required solutions in sincere co-operation
with the peoples concerned.

54. These responsibilities must also lead them to
establish, instead of keeping up the united front of
traditional colonialism, a new united front of free
peoples against all those in the world who would like
to maintain and establish positions of strength and
unwarranted supremacy. The yoke of tyranny is still
too fresh in the minds of the newly liberated peoples
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for them to want to seek new masters or to let them=-
selves be deceived byanyone. Hence their mostnatural
allies are those who truly and sincerely seek to make
freedom a universal ideal. The colonial peoples will
certainly fight as they have fought in the past against
any form of domination, subjugation or.exploitation in
defence of their national dignity and their dearly-won
freedom. It is therefore of the highest importance
that all Powers with the same ideals of freedom,
human dignity and social justice should understand
this fact and, above all, that they should not, through
lack of vision or patience, or as a result of hasty de-
fensive reactions dictated by emotion or fear, spoil
their chances of setting up a united front of freedom
and democracy with the former colonial peoples.

55. It would be a great misfortune if the short-
sighted desire to retain certain political, economic and
other immediate advantages, and continued resort to
certain modes of action incompatible with the freedom
and the basic interest of these peoples were to ag-
gravate misunderstandings, widen the existing gap
and in addition, by omission or commission, force
them to seek allies elsewhere than in the camp of
those individuals and peoples who are inspired by the
same ideals. :

56. (6) The colonial Powers mustrecognize that one of
the first and most important attributes of a people's
independence is the exercise of sovereignty, which is
the sole prerogative of those living within the national
territory. Sovereignty appertains to them both de facto
and de jure and no one may exerciseit on their behalf
without their freely~given consent. Hence, the Powers
which have exercised sovereignty on behalf of the
peoples of the territories under their administration
in accordance with the United Nations Charter, must

now take immediate measures to transfer that sove- .

reignty to the duly qualified representatives of those
peoples.

57, (7) In order to bring about the unconditional inde-
pendence of the Non-Seli-Governing and Trust Terri-
tories, and of any other colonial territory which has
not yet attained independence, the Administering
Powers must take urgent and immediate steps to
transfer all powers to the peoples of these territories
without any conditions or reservations in accordance
with their freely expressed will andaspirations, with-
out any distinction as to race, creed or colour in
order to enable them to enjoy complete independence
and the freedom to build their national States.

58, (8) The inadequate level of political, economic,
social and educational advancement has in the past
always been used by the Administering Powers as a
reason for delaying the independence of the colonial
countries. A more objective scrutiny of the problem
reveals the danger inherent in this pretextand the bad
faith which has often been behind the use of this argu-
ment. In fact, the argument runs in a vicious circle
which the colonial interests collectively have sought
to perpetuate, Thus, on the one hand, they have de~
layed giving the peoples the necessary training for
various aspects of their national life, while on the

other hand they have argued that, since independence

requires a certain minimum degree of training, it
cannot be granted to them without this. In these cir-
cumstances, it is hardly surprising that nothing sub-
stantial- has been done in most of the colonies to
- prepare the necessary trained personnel and, corres=
pondingly, that the attainment of independence has

always posed serious problems when the necessary
suitably trained personnel are lacking. !

59. Today, the difficulties which always spring from
an inadequate level of developmentand from the ghort.
age of trained personnel in the colonial territories..
for which the colonial Powers must assume ful]
responsibility—do not frighten the colonial peoples
unduly, because over and above the definite advantageg
which independence holds out to them, they are confi-
dent that the peoples of the world will support them
and that organizations like the United Nations wilj
help them to remedy their deficiencies.

60, Moreover, even if their economic, social and

political backwardness necessarily imposes a state of

relative dependence on some of thé under=-developed

countries, there is no reason to think that such de-
pendence should be imposed upon them by the former

Administering Power., The international community

and the United Nations, among others, can eagily give

them the necessaryaidandassistance withoutimposing

upon them obligations incompatible with their inde-

pendence, ' ' ‘

61. These peoples know that they are no longeralone
in an indifferent world. Moreover, they now possess
confidence in themselves, and where they have been
given the opportunity they have quickly shown that
that confidence was amply justified. More particularly,
the mere assumption by a people liberated from slavery
of responsibility for their own destiny gives them the
necessary strength to overcome all obstacles, includ-
ing those deriving from their colonial heritage and from
an inadequate level of political, economic or other
training. ' '

62. (9) In colonial territories where the peace has
been disturbed either because of armed conflict or as
a consequence of repressive measures taken against
the people, the Powers responsible for the situation
must take immediate measures for the re-establish~
ment of the peaceful conditions needed if the people
are to exercise their sacred and inalienable right to
complete independence and to the integrity of -their
national territory. At the same timeitisalso essential
that any armed or repressive action of anykind what~
ever should be prohibited and proscribed for the future.

63. In this connexion, let us remember thatpeace and
freedom are indivisible; any nation which oppresses
another violates not only the sovereign rights of the
latter but also the freedom, conscience and dignity of
mankind as a whole. By so doing, it likewise does
violence to world peace and security and it must bear
the full responsibility. The international communify
and the United Nations, then, have the right and the
duty to make every effort to help the peoples thus
subjected to oppression-and violence to regain their
sacred right to self-determination.

64, (10) There can be no doubt that the transfer of
powers will inevitably be subject to the conditions
peculiar to each territory. However, it seems to u§
that, in order to achieve the genuine and. complef® -
independence of these territories in a manner corres”
ponding closely to the requirements of a democratic
system of national power, the good of the peoples ré”
quires that their attainment of independence should,
wherever national conditions make it possible ar
feasible, be preceded by a consultation of the peopi®
and by general elections held by universal suffrag®
and the secret ballot, preferablyunder the supervisiol
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—_ and control of the United Nations. Such a procedure
Ssary, would make it possible for the States thus attaining
their independence to build upon solid and democratic
g from foundations and a'ct as a strong_ safeguard against the
short return of colonialism in new guises.
driegm g5. (11) It is .therefore in the interests of the de~ -
e ful] pendent peoples that the date of their independence
)eopleg . and the methods of achieving it should be established
ntages as a result of negotiations between the Administering
confie Authorities and the duly qualified representatives of
't them these peoples, meeting on a footing of equality.
us will
S g6, The Administering Powers should refrain from
fal & attaching to independence any conditions or reserva-
smtelzsf tions which would restrict the e.xchise of tpe people's
veloped . govereignty. Unequal and restrictive treaties on eco-

1ch d nomic, political financizl or military matters, signed

former prior to independence and limiting in any way the
lmumty exercise of national sovereignty, constitute a source of
ily give future misunderstandings and friction incompatible
1posing with the preservation of an atmosphere of mutual con~
r inde';g. fidence and the maintenance of peaceful and friendly
: relations.
sral 7, (12) Since freedom for the peoples on the threshold
S0886 of independence is essentially a process of gradual
ve be and progressive liberation from their former bondage,
wn and in particular from the tyranny of want and fear,
sular no extrinsic factor should be allowed to hinder this

process through which in the first instance, the peoples
~concerned themselves must pass. However, the indi-
-visibility of freedom and peace and the cause of human
-solidarity make it imperative that the international
_community should spare no effort to help them accel=
~erate this process of liberation if the peoples con-
_cerned so request,

68, (13) Since a newly independent State must imme=
 diately meet grave problems of all kinds, first and
_foremost the problems resulting from its colonial
heritage, it is particularly necessary that the United
 Nations should give it all the economic, technical,
ocial, cultural and other assistance it needs to pass
through the initial stages of its independence. It is
to the interest of the newly independent peoples that
the great Powers, which are anxious to bring them
d and assistance, should likewise do so, as far as
ossible, through the United Nations and its specialized

eoples will never find it necessary, for reasons of
Ational defence, to allocate to military expenditure
funds essential to their national development, More
THeularly, the great Powers are in duty bound to
efrain from any action which directly or indirectlyis
likely to increase the military burden borne by the
eWly independent countries. :

0..(15) 1t is of course understood that any act of
88ression against an independent State constitutes a
1€ against humanity. This crime takes on an even
Eaver complexion when it is directed against a coun~
Y Which has just attained its independence and is
“Versing the difficult initial stages of development.

71. Member States, and especially the former Ad-
ministering Powers, must, moreover, refrain from any
attempt aimed at the partial or total disruption of the
national unity and the territorialintegrity ofa country.
Thus, it would be desirable if, in the declaration on
the termination of colonialism, all Member States
would solemnly reaffirm the undertaking theyassumed
under -the United Nations Charter never in any way
whatever to violate the national sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of another State,

72. (16) The peoples of the world should, finally, be
on guard to prevent colonialism from trading on the
internal weaknesses and difficulties of the small inde~
pendent States and returning to the scene or infiltrating
into the country in new guises. Any intervention by a
more powerful State in the domestic affairs of another
and any economic, political or ideological pressure
being applied from outside with the intention of dig-
rupting the normal functioning of the domestic insti-
tutions of a country thus constitute the basic elements
of a neo-colonialism which is incompatible with
national independence and sovereignty and with the
purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter.

73. Such are the few principles which my delegation
deemed it appropriate to recall as we embark on our
debate on the general problem of the attainment of
independence by the colonial countries and their
peoples. They are principles which we have always
been proud to champion and support during the whole
course of our participation in the work of the United
Nations. My country, though it has never suffered
from colonialism as such, is nevertheless proud that
it has at all times, without exception, pleaded the
cause of its less fortunate sister countries of Asia
and Africa and contributed its moral support to the
cause of all the colonial peoples fighting for their

right to independence. Only a short time ago, His ~

Majesty the Shahinshah made himself the mouthpiece
of the unanimous sentiments of all the Iranian people
when, at the inaugural meeting of the Senate, con-
gratulating the African countries which had achieved
independence, he said:

"We are happy that a considerable number of
colonial countries have attained freedom and inde~
pendence and are already taking part in the work of
the United Nations and that others will in the future
follow in their footsteps.  From the bottom of our

“hearts we congratulate them on their achievement
of freedom and wish them all possible prosperity
and bappiness in their path to true progress in
accordance with the principles of democracyand the
spirit of the United Nations Charter."

74. My delegation is most proud to have taken an
active part in the preparation of the draft declaration
which now stands before you [A/1..323 and Add.1] in
the name of a large majority of African~Asian Powers,
and deems it an honour to be one of the co-sponsors
of the document. This draft declaration, which solemn=
Iy proclaims the necessity of bringing to a speedy
afid unconditional end to colonialism in all its forms
and manifestations, also contains most of the principles
which we feel should be adopted by the Assembly as
a whole.

756. Those who have played a part in preparing this
draft are best able to bear witness tothe constructive
spirit shown by its authors, There is no doubt, for
example, that many of the co-sponsors of this draft
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declaration who have suffered greatly from the ravages
of colonialism would have preferreda more expressive
text, including clauses condemning colonialism in its
most culpable aspects. However, in order to rally all
currents of opinion in the Assembly in favour of a
text acceptable to all the Members. of the United
‘Nations, they have, in a spiritof conciliation,accepted
certain phrases of a much more moderate nature. We
hope that the same spirit of constructive co-operation
will inspire all the Members of this Assembly, and
we also hope that they will unanimously supporta text
of such great historical importance which at this

solemn moment is the instrument for the expression

of the umiversal conscience of man in regard to the
problem of colonialism in our time.

76. My delegation has the honour warmly to commend
the draft declaration in document A/L,323 and Add.1
to the attention of the Members of the Assembly and
more particularly to appeal to the Administering
Powers to accord it their unreserved support.

77. In conclusion;, my delegation would like to thank
the Soviet Union delegation for taking the initiative in
placing this problem on the agenda of the General
Assembly's fifteenth session. However, for reasons
having to do firstly with the positive ideas contained
in our draft resolution, secondly with the need for
securing the largest possible majority for the prin=-
ciples which should govern our attitude of anti-
colonialism, and lastly withthe need tolimitany action
which the Assembly may take on this point to those
aspects of the question having an essential and exclu~-
sive connexion with the problem of colonialism, my
delegation will be unable to supportthe Soviet declara~-
tion, Indeed, it earnestly hopes that the Soviet dele~
gation will appreciate the reasons which have impelled
the majority of the African-Asian powers to submit
their own draft resolution, and will graciously with~
draw its draft, making it possible for this Assembly
to adopt the African-Asian draft resolution [A/L.323
and Add.1] unanimously, Such unanimity-=it cannot be
said too often—will give the present draft the historic

place which rightfully belongs to it in the annals of

anti=colonialism,

78.<Mr, NOSEK (Czechoslovakia); The General As-
sembly has come to the consideration of one of the
most important items on its agenda, thatis, the decla-
ration on the granting of independence to colonial
countries and peoples. It is a question of great inter-
national bearing, whose immediate solution is of vital
interest to the oppressed and exploited peoples of the
colonial and dependent countries and, together with
them, to the freedom=~loving people all over the world.

79. Today, colonialism still keeps inbondage, merci-
lessly exploits, and oppresses tens of millions of
people in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Pacific.
Mankind would be burdened by immense shame if,
at a time when it learned to split the atom, when it

can harness natural forces, and it prepares tomaster

outer space, it should fail to break the chains of
impudent colonialism and to compel the colonialist fo
grant without delay liberty and independence to the
millions of people leading a miserable existence in
the colonial countries. : ‘

80, The process of complete elimination of colonial- -
ism is a historic necessity of our time. The national
liberation movement of the colonial and dependent
countries makes every year a change in the political
map of the world, If, prior to the Second World War,

the map showed vast territories in Africa, Asia apg
other parts of the world in the few colours depictipy -
the colonial systems of several colonial powerg §
glance at this map today shows the substanial Chang’es
which have occurred in the world. From the terri-
tories of previous colonies there have emerged teng
of sovereign States which won their freedom apg
independence in a longand hard struggle. The colonial~
ists have been putting various obstacles in the way of
the struggle of the colonial nations for their nationa]
liberation. Sometimes they use such unscrupuloys
means as napalm bombs and grenades, sometimes the
tactics of pitting one colonial nation against the other,
Of late, we often hear the contention that this or that
pation is not developed, mature enough to shoulder the
responsibilities of its freedom and independence and
to organize a State of its own. Thereis no need for the
colonialists to be unduly concerned and to cover their
unwillingness to put an end to the shameful colonial
system by showing "concern™ over whether the colonial
nations will be capable of running their countries,
The example of manynew independent countries proves
that after their peoples have freed themselves from
colonial slavery, they know well how to rule their
countries and to build their economies. '

81l. Another argument we hear from some colonialist
countries is the contention that their colonial terri«
tories are not in fact colonies, but, as they say, over-
geas provinces; that is, part of their homeland. There
is as little logic or truth in this contention as if we
said that some metropolitan countries were notpart
of Europe, but of the African continent or the Indian
sub~continent. )

82, The decline of colonialism, engendered by the
national liberation movement of the colonial peoples,
is inevitable and cannot be stopped by any kind of
force, intrigue or juridical formula. It is a historical
process which is bound to be crowned by the victories -
of the idea of liberty and independence.

83. However, the matter now is whether the complete
decline of colonialism will be brought about by san-
guineous struggles in which further hundreds of thou-
sands of peoples will perish or whether ways and means
will be found to accelerate and make easier the in-
evitable downfall of colonialism., '

84, The United Nations, too, must help to find such

ways and means. It must try its best to see that,
throughout the world, not a single nation remains
subjugated by other nations, that the peoples of colonial

- and Trust Territories be given full independence.

85. Long ago, the people of the world pronounced

" their verdict on colonialism, and this irrevocable ver-

dict should now receive the full backing of the authority
of the United Nations. In any case, it is a debt which
the United Nations has, for fifteen years, owed to the

" purposes and principles embodied in its Charter.

Keeping a single nation or even a tribe in the yoke of
colonialism is a mockery of the lofty ideals of the
United Nations.

86. A passing comparison between the development of
metropolitan countries and the deyelopment of their
colonies suffices to make it clear for everybody what
a monstrosity is concealed in the very substance of
colonialism. In the metropolitan countries we see
examples of wealth and welfare which are the result
of a long, unscrupulous robbing of millions of peoples
in the colonies and the plunder of the natural wealth
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- f foreign countries, The result of the colonialist

dministration of the oppressed countries is that the
aeoples there live in conditions of utmost poverty,
iiteracy, disease; they are doomed to the shortest
Jife span in the world, and more thanhalf of the popu=-
jation dies during infancy.

The nations which are struggling against the
;;oionialists for their independence take over their
comtries in a state which gives an astonishing testi-
mony of the care and the civilizing mission of their
‘former colonial overlords. Such instancesas therenot
peing 2 single factory, an enterprise of the country
which could meet the requirements of the population,
are not exceptional, The case of the Congo, which won
iis . independence in a situation when there was no
Congolese doctor or lawyer, engineer or officer in the
. country, is not an isolated one. The statistics which
“are available to the United Nations and the information
~ which leaks from the colonial countries present a
shocking picture of the results of the century of

scrupuloug
etimes the
. the othe

adence and
2ed for the
rover their
ul colonia]
he colonia]

countries, colonial rule. A good deal of information on this has

1168 proves peen disclosed during the general debate at this session

s;zies g'lox'n _of the General Assembly by the most competent au~
e their

thorities—the representatives of the African countries.

- 88, But there cannot be other results because all the
activities of the colonialists in their colonies have
always been subordinated to a single purpose, that is,

colonialis
mial terri-

say, overs “to ensure maximum profits for metropolitan monopo~
and. There lists, That is why the colonial countries have served
on as if we as the raw material appendage of the imperialist
re not par ~‘countries, as a marketplace for metropolitan products;

_cheap manpower in the colonies and the output of raw
materials and their export to the metropolitan coun~
fries, at almost no cost whatever, enable the colonial=-
ists to get huge profitg from selling the raw materials
cand foodstuffs on world markets. That is why the
“colonialists deliberately retarded the development
of local industries in the colonies and in so far as such.
_industries were developed at all, they were merely
raw material processing industries and light industry.

89, The colonialists used to draw attention to all the
_ rajlways, roads, harbours and communication facili-
_ lies which they built in the colonies. However, they did
- not build them in the interests of the local population

and intensified exploitation of the colonial people and
their natural wealth. This situation in the colonial
territories can bardly be a different one; it logically
stems from the very substance of the oppressing and

Kingdom during his statement at this session of the
General Assembly, is not yet dead.

%, President Sukarnoaptly characterized the present
Sfate of colonialism when he said at the current ses-
8lon of the General Assembly:

"People sometimes say that imperialism and
colonjalism are dead. No, imperialism is not yet
dead, It is dying, yes. ... Still~and mark my words _
_Wellwthe dying imperialism is dangerous, as danger=
.Ous ag the wounded tiger in a tropical jungle.®
 [880th meeting, para. 63.] ‘

9. The United Nations, which embodied the respect
for the principles of equality of rights and self~
getel‘mination of nations, as well as human rights, in
ts Charter, canmot continue to stand idly by ‘when the
Colonialistg ruthlessly trample on these rights and keep

. but in their own interest, in the interest of an easier |

the colonial nations in subjugation by the most brutal
methods. We cannot pass over the oppression of the
colonial nations and the unscrupulous squandering of
their national wealth., We cannot close our eyes when
we are confronted with colonial wars and the shedding
of blood in Algeria, Kenya, Rhodesia, Oman, in the
Portuguese- colonies and elsewhere, when confronted -
with the fact that the colonial Powers use every means
of naked force to prevent the people of colonial coun=
tries to assert their inalienable right to self-deter-
mination. The United Nations must exert all efforts
aimed at the earliest possible removal of this shame-
ful situation, This is the categorical demand of our
time. Congequently, the General Assembly should adopt
the declaration on the immediate elimination of colo-
nialism and the granting of independence toall colonial
and trust territories.

92, Czechoslovak public opinion welcomed the fact
that at the Second Conference of Independent African
States at Addis Ababa in June 1960, the African nations
themselves expressed their determination to eliminate
colonialism in Africa in the resolution on the eradica~
tion of colonial rule from Africa, which they adopted.
The fact thdat the people of the African countries are
ever more resolutely taking their affairs in their own
hands is a matter of great significance as well as
an important prerequisite for the earliest possible
termination of the complete and final elimination of the
colonial system, The determination of the young Afri~
can States to continue to strive for complete liberation
of Africa, a determinationaboutwhichwe learnedfrom
statements made in this General Assembly by such
outstanding African representatives as the President
of Ghana, Dr. Nkrumah, the President of Guinea, Sékou
Touré, and others, makes the Czechoslovak delegation
believe that the peoples of the remaining African terri=
tories will also take their destinies firmly in their
own hands.

93. Recent developments have also shown that the per-
petuation of the colonial system creates repeated
international crises which threaten to drag mankind

~ into the catastrophe of a world war. The immediate

elimination of colonialism and all its vestiges would
remove one of the sources of permanent tension and
conflict in the world and considerably diminish the
dapger of war, Is it notwell known that the disintegra=-
tion of the colonial system has always been accom=
panied by provocations, military interventions, and
much too often by colonial wars? It is sufficient to
recall the colonial wars inIndonesia, Viet~-Nam, Laos,
Cambodia, the imperialist aggression against Egypt,
the armed intervention of the colonialists in the Congo,
and others, The United Nations must exert all its
efforts to remove the common roots of these crises
in Africa, Asia and Latin America, thatis, the colonia

system, '

94, The United Nations must strive to enable the
colonial nations to embark upon the road of independent
free development, The problem of the consolidation
of peace in the world, which is the basic task to which
the United Nations must address itself is, therefore,
most closely connected with the elimination of colonial~

ism,

95. The Czechoslovak delegation, fully subscribes to
the views expressed by the President of Ghana, Mr,
Nkrumah, who stated in the general debate of this
Assembly: -
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"As long as a single foot of African soil remains
under foreign domination, the world will know no
peace. ... The United Nations must call upon all
nations that have colonies in Africa to grant com-
plete independence to the territories still under their
control, In my view possession of colonies is now
quite incompatible with membership in the United
Nations." [869th meeting, para. 5.]

96. No one can question the great importance of the
emergence of the independent States after the Second
World War for the maintenance of peace in the world.
The overwhelming majority of these new countries
energetically pursue a policy of positive neutrality
and peace and refuse to take part in the aggressive
groupings of the imperialists. Therefore, nobody can

doubt that the immediate liberation of the remaining .

colonial peoples would be a great contribution to the
future destinies and the development of human society.
If the colonjal Powers are sincerely in favour of the
consolidation of peace, as they repeatedly proclaim,
and if they take sincerely their commitments towards
the United Nations, they should adopt the proposals
contained in the declaration submitted by the Soviet
Union [A/4502 and Corr.l], that is, they should first
of all immediately grant complete independence and
freedom to all colonial, trust and other non-self-
governing countries and territories, remove all
strongholds of colonialism maintained in the form of
various domains and leased areas onalien territories,
and all countries should strictly respect the sover=
eignty and territorial inviolability of countries which
have recently gained or which will gain, after the
adoption of the declaration, their independence,

97. By the adoption of the declaration, the colonial
nations would have realistic prospects of achieving
freedom by peaceful means, and peace in the world
would thus be considerably strengthened. In our view,
however, it is not sufficient merely to eliminate
colonialism in its old form. The peoples of the coun~
tries which have liberated themselves or which will
liberate themselves from colonial slavery must be
extremely vigilant and stand on their guard against

various forms of neo~colonialism which the imperialist

Powers try to impose upon them, I have in mind par-
ticularly the attempts to drag the African-Asian coun-
tries into the aggressive alliances of the imperialists,
forcing these countries to make available their terri-

tories for the military bases of the imperialists and

to accept various kinds of unequal economic agree-
ments and assistance. S

98. In this connexion, we cannot pass over the ever-
inereasing activities of the ruling circles of the Federal
Republic of Germany, which, by means of economic
penetration into the countries of Asia and Africa,
are covertly seeking to regain the lost positions of
imperial Germany, which was one of the most brutal
of the colonial countries.

99, The immediate elimination of colonialism would
also be of tremendous importance for the development
of international economic co~operation and the ecco=
nomic development of the present colonies, The colo~
nialists ruthlessly plundered the wealth of the colonial
countries, opposed their industrialization, and crip-
pled their economies as a whole by forcing them to
maintain a one-crop agricultural production. The

liberation of the colonial countries from colonial

bondage creates favourable prerequisites for a normal
development of their economies, increases the volume

of world trade, and is beneficial to all countrieg
immediate elimination of colonialism likewise woy],
of tremendous importance for the raising ofthe g

The
dbe

ards of living and the culture of the peoples sﬁﬁ;

colonial countries, and for the liquidation of illite
and the diseases scourging the population,

Tacy

100. That the immediate elimination of the shamegy
system of colonial slavery would be to the commgqy,
benefit of all nations is clearly apparent from the
rich experience gained in the period following the
Second World War, when approximately thirty coyy.
tries with a population of 1,500 million people liberateq
themselves from the colonial yoke. Bearing this ex.
perience in mind, the Czechoslovak delegation deemg
it right for the United Nations to appeal to all the
peoples of the world not to remain indifferent to the
suffering of the colonial nations. The United Nationg
must emphatically call upon the Powers which possegg
colonial dominions to initiate without delay, and on ap
equal footing, negotiations with the representatives of
the colonial countries on the establishment of freedom
and independence, in all colonial, trust and non-gelf
governing territories and countries. If the colonial
Powers attempt to delay the liberation of the colonies
and deny to their peoples their inalienable rights to
freedom and independence, then the peace-loving
nations will have to render every material assistance
to the people of the colonial countries in their struggle
against the oppressors.

101. The warm sympathies of the Czechoslovak people
for the national and liberation movements have deep
roots. They stem from the bitter experience of the
hard times of the Hitlerite occupation, when foreign
intruders unscrupulously oppressed our peoples and
plundered our country. We proceed, therefore, from
the principle that every nation has an absolute right
to self~determination and to an independent existence,
The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic maintains very.
close and all-round relations, established on the prin-
ciple of equality and mutual advantage, with the States
of Asia and Africa which have liberated themselves
from colonial rule. Particularly in the field of eco-’
nomic co~operation, Czechoslovakia contributes with-
in its power and possibilities to enabling these new
countries to overcome their present economic back~
wardness and thus strengthen their political and
economic independence, Basingitself on the unshakable
principles of the Czechoslovak foreign policy, the dele~
gation of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic fully
supports the proposal-on the immediate elimination
of colonial régimes and the granting of full inde~
pendence and liberty to the colonial nations. The
President of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, Mr.
Novdtny, expressed the will of all the Czechoslovak
people when he stated in the general debate -of this
session of the General Assembly:

"We are convinced that it is necessary to abolish
forever the whole system of colonialism and give
all nations every opportunity to gain freedom. This
is why we unreservedly endorse agenda item 8T:.
Declaration on the granting of independence to
colonial countries and peoples, submitted by the
delegation of the Soviet Union at the presentsession
of the General Assembly." [871st meeting, para. 56.]

102, The delegation of the Czechoslovak Socialist
Republic fully supports the proposal of the declaration
ori the granting of independence to colonial countries
and peoples submitted by the delegation of the Union
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of Soviet Socialist Republics [A/4502 and Corr.1].
The adoption of this declaration by the General As-
gembly would be a significant contribution by the

. United Nations for the improvement of international

relations, in the consolidation of peace in the world

and the development of friendly international co- -

operaﬁon.
103. This afternoon a twenty-eight-Power draft reso-

© mton has been submitted [A/L.323 and Add.1] and

mtroduced by the representative of Cambodia. I.

reserve my right to comment on it at a later stage

of our deliberations.

104, Before concluding, I consider it necessary to
reply to the statement made this morning [925th
meeting] by the representative of the United Kingdom,

. who tried to take advantage of the debate on the im~

mediate liquidation of colonialism and attacked slan-
derously the socialist States, These attacksareaimed
at diverting the attention of the Assembly, as well as
public opinion, from the solution of the urgent problem

«of the immediate liquidation of colonialism and the

liberation of nations living so far under the colonial

‘yoke. The representative of the United Kingdom en-

deavoured to divert the Assembly’s attention from the
question we have under consideration andto substitute
the serious, business~like debate on the liquidation of
colonialism by offensive attacks against the socialist
States in the spirit of the cold war. '

~105. We are not surprised by these attavcks. Some
‘ representatives-—and the representative of the United

Kingdom did it this morning-are following this course
because of their hatred of the socialist countries,

- ~whose peoples have in the past freely and irrevocably

decided their course, namely that of building socialism
in their countries, There is no power in the world
which could stop the advance of the socialist countries,
and the imperialists should realize that,

106, The hundreds of millions of dollars officially
alloted every year to financing the subversive activi-

ties against the socialist countries, the dispatching of

agents and saboteurs, the organization of inflammatory

campaigns, the attempts at interference, and other

. provocations, have proved to be of little help. It is
“well known that real freedom, independence and the
sovereignty of States cannot be evaluated either by the
sonority of phrases and statements made in the United
Nations or by the rudeness and impertinence of at~
tacks against the socialist States, but, for example,
by such criteria as the agsurance of equal rights for
all, irrespective of colour, sex or denomination, or
by economic, cultural and social development, and
. growth in the living standards of the population.

107, The principal task of our discussion on this

Qestion is to adopt an unequivocal declaration on the

immediate liquidation of colonialism, to renounce
¢olonfalism as a disgrace and dishonour to mankind
_In the twentieth century, Our debate should be con=

ducive to the adoption of anurgent appeal to colonialist

Powers that they grant, without delay, fundamental™
 Tights to peoples living so far under the servile and
Indignified conditions of the colonial rule, Neither
the imperialist colonial Powers, which under various
Pretexts rule and exploit the people in colonies, nor
. “I® countries which support the former, can avoid the
Solution of this urgent question by slanderous attacks
_ 3Ringst the socialist countries. The democratic public

Pinion of the world expects from them, by right, an

unequivocal declaration to the effect that they are
willing to grant immediate freedom and independence
to the oppressed peoples in colonies, in harmony with
the noble principles and objectives of the Charter of
the United Nations, inplace of offensive attacks against
the socialist countries in the spirit of the cold war.

Mr, Nesbitt (Canada), Vice-President, took the
Chair.

108. Mr. PERERA (Ceylon): The delegation of Ceylon
is privileged to co~spongor the draft resolution which
has been presented as document A/1.,323 and Add.1.
While sponsoring the draft resolution, the delegation
of Ceylon also verntures to submit that the item which
has resulted in the present discussion marksa turning
point-in the development of international society and
the community- of nations,

109. Indeed, I would not be able to improve on the
words used by Mr. Khrushchev, Chairman of the
Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, contained in document A/4502, on 23 Sep~
tember 1960. I would like to quote a few sentences
from that document, wherein the Chairman of the
Council of Ministers of the Soviet Union said:

"Ours is an era of swift renewal of society; an
era in which more progressive and equitable ways
of life are being affirmed; an era in which man is
soaring upwards to unprecedented mastery over
forces of nature. The time has come for the com~
plete and final liberation of peoples languishing in
colonial bondage," [A/4502 ]

110, Indeed, we cannot remind ourselves too often of
the maxim: "People that oppress other peoples cannot
be free", Chairman Khrushchev in the very same
document, as well as President Sékou Touré of Guinea
when addressing this Assembly at the fourteenth ses-
sion [837th meeting], cited this maxim, It is, there=~
fore, in this context that the delegation of Ceylon
makes this intervention.

111. The emancipation of subject peoples has always
been dear to the hearts of the people of Ceylon. If

- I may be pardoned for so stating, Ceylon played a

not inconsiderable role at some of the great inter-
national conferences at which the subject of the ending
of colonialism was discussed. And may I say that the
Government of Ceylon would prefer to use the term
"the ending of colonialism" than "the granting of
independence™. 1 refer, in particular, to the Asian
Peoples Conference held in New Delhi in 1947 and the
Bandung Conference of 1955. Since Bandung, we in
Ceylon have not only accepted the declarations of the
independent African States at the econferences held in
Accra, Conakry and Addis Ababa, but we have been
inspired and guided by these principles in the execu-
tion of our policies. In fact, the end of colonialism
was a cardinal tenet in the policy of the People's
Government, which came into power in April 1956,
under Prime Minister Bandaranaike. The present Gov-
ernment, headed by Mrs. Bandaranaike, has intensified
this policy; and I am not overstating my case when I
say that our people regard the ending of colonialism
as the first principle of their faith and also the last
article of their creed.

112, 1 do not intend to examine the arcana imperii of
the colonialist Powers, either of the past or of the
present, but I am constrained to say that the "raison
d'étre" of the draft resolution now before this As-
sembly derives from the existence of colonialism in
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its various manifestations. It is therefore imperative
that we take immediate measures to bring colonialism
to an end. Let me remind representatives who were
once subject people that we cannot be too grateful

of the Soviet Union, Mr, Khrushchev, for his untiring
and determined efforts to place this item on the agenda
of the fifteenth session, but also for the ceaseless
activity of the Soviet Union since the Bolshevik revolu~
tion of 1917, to this end. '

113, We do not accept the thesis that independence is
granted to subject nations. I recall Mr. Krishna
Menon's words in addressing this Assembly during the
course of the general debate on more than one occa=
gion, when he said that the more correct terminology
would be "the ending of foreign rule or foreign domi=~
nation", Of course, in some ingtances the term "trans~
fer of power" is used. Be that as it may, we believe
that the independence of subject peoples or peoples
subject to domination, politicaland economic, has been
won either by political struggle or by political struggle
combined with international pressures that may be
exerted by international bodies like the United Nations,
or perhaps by the determined efforts and the stand
taken by anti~colonialist Powers in helping those who
were once dependent to gain their independence. We
have long learned to despise theignorance or,as some
would say, the hypoerisy of thoge who speak of giving
freedom, and here again I am reminded of the words
of the poet who said:

A gift of that which never can be given
By all the blended powers of earth and heaven,

114, We have before us certain documents, and I, on
behalf of the delegation of Ceylon, would like to attempt
a dispassionate analysis both of those documents and

by twenty-eight Asian and African Powers.

115. 1 must say that I was rather disturbed by the
intervention of the Minister of State of the United
Kingdom, Mr, Ormsby-Gore, this morning [925th
meeting], when he read into document A/4502 an
attempt to fan the cold war. 1 have sought in vain to
find any semblance of this attempt to fan the cold war
in this document. On the contrary, it is this document
on whichwe have based our discussions,and that is why
the delegation of Ceylon would like to place it before
the representatives and perhaps draw the attention of
representatives to certain passages, because we are
here discussing the ending of colonialism and not
either the continuation or the cessation of the cold
war. In point of fact, the delegation of Ceylon, or, for
that matter, the Government of Ceylon, is no party
to such a war, even if such a war does exist. Perhaps
we are naive enough not to believe that there is such

ending of colonialism. May I, therefore, go to the pith
of the matter as contained in document A/4502, be~
cause it is for that reason that we ourselves are
sponsoring a draft resolution, I refer to one sentence

would be a key measure in reducing international
tension." [A/4502]

118, That is one aspect of the -matter. The second
and perhaps a more important one for our purpose

i this, and I quote again from the same document:

n Together with the infamous system of colonialism,
the variant of the colonial régime known as the

not only to the Chairman of the Council of Ministers -

of the draft resolution which has now been submitted

a war. But we are at the moment concerned with the -

from that document: "The elimination of colonialism

Trusteeship System has also outlived itself, Begy

a vestigial remnant of the Mandates System of thg _
e

League of Nations, the present Trusteeship Syste

in accordance with the United Nations Charter sho o
have promoted the development of the Trust Terlqd
tories towards self=government and independenn-
Fifteen years have elapsed, however, since :}?'
Charter was adopted, but only four out of eley °
Trust Teritories bave attained independence, o

n

"The Trusteeship System has not justified itsels

. anywhere and should be buried together with the
entire colonial system, which is an anachronism n
[A/4502.] -

117. As I said, the pith of the document lies in these
paragraphs. There are also demands at the end of the
document, and it is perhaps in respect ofthe demandg
that we, that is, the twenty-eight African-Asian Stateg
that have submitted the draft resolution, may appear
to be at cross purposes. It is my hope that we may be
able to find a solution at the end of our debate,

118, If one examines the proposals in document
A/4502 and if one examines the draft resolution which
we. have submitted [A/1.323 and Add.1], onealso finds
that there is a sort of golden thread underlying hoth
documents, Perhaps in some instances we are in
agreement, and in some we are not, but one thing 1
could say with some confidence is that this very sub~
ject, when the question was debated of the allocation
of the item either tothe First Committee or to plenary
meeting, was adopted by acclamation. When the item
dealt with in document A/4502, entitled "Declaration
on the granting of independence to colonial countries
and peoples", was placed before the General Ag-
sembly [903rd meeting], it was adopted without any
dissension as such, and, what is more, there was no
question of the cold war being involved in this. That
is why it is disturbing to find that this issue has been
raised. :

119, On ‘the other hand, we from Ceylon would like
to consider this as a matter which concerns the
world community as a whole. No doubt we still have
Trust Territories,. Non=~Self-Governing Territories
and perhaps colonies in various stages of political
and economic development, and that is why I said that
it is not for me at this stage to go into it, except very
generally; 1 do not wish to go into the secrets of the
nicer points of comparative colonial policy. But Imay
be permitted to quote from what the Secretary-General
at that time, Mr. Trygve Lie, gaid almost at the be=
ginning of this Assembly. I shall quote from 2 docu=
ment dated 26 March 1947, as this is necessary for
my argument, These are his words:

n_.. the International Trusteeship System isnomere
prolongation of the Mandates System under the
League of Nations. Itis anew system of international
supervision. Its scope is wider, its powers broader,
and its potentialities far greater than those of the
Mandates System."2/ -

120. Bearing that in mind, we must examine it in

relation to what document A/4502, submitted by the-

Soviet Union, states. That is why I submit to this
Assembly that, if we consider the ending of colonial~
ism, we must also examine the practical usefulnes®

2/ Official Records of the Trusteeship Coﬁncil, First Year, First
Session, first meeting, p. 4.
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of the Tyusteeship System as well, We all know that
- Mandates System which was propounded at the end
of the First World War, if it did not achieve any
gpecific advantages for the subject poeples under the
Mandates—-of course, there were the variants, the
1A, np" and "C" Mandates—at jeast influenced public
| opinion, put are we content with that? The Second
| World War perhaps created and unleashed forces which

ihe First World War did not. In this context the

rrusteeship System has now been working for nearly

ﬁﬁeen,years. ;
g1, On the other hand, as far back as the sixth
gession of the General Assembly, in a2 memorandum
‘submitted by the then Secretary=General to the As=-
gembly, some misgivings were expressed as to the
guccess of the Trusteeship System as well as about
the purposes for which it was created and how those
urposes were being served by the Administering
‘Authorities. I refer also to document A/C.4/SR.245,
of 12 January 1952, and a summary of that document,
i which various views were expressed, clearly indi=
 cating that there were reasons why the Trusteeship
gystem was not working properly, the reasons being=—
1 will give just a few--that certain Administering
Authorities were not complying with their obligations.
‘ e cases, they had argued that the obligations’
wmacceptable. What is more, the non=-
administering Powers repeatedly pointed out thatthose
‘Administering Authorities were not only not fulfilling
fheir obligations but in some cases were actually
yiolating them, In other words, action was takenby the
Trusteeship Council to call the attention of the Ad=
ministering Authorities to their remissness and their
lapses, and also a genuine attempt was made to put
ight the system. We did not, however, find that the
pdministering Authorities responded to the high calling
 of the dignity of their office. »

22, Perhaps I am generalizing, but on the other
and these are facts, It is for that reason that the
issue now raised demands our cloge attention, because
t is not sufficient for us to comment that a system
Iready exists; it is for us to find ways and means to
end colonialism and colonial rule or domination. At
the present moment, I submit on behalf of the dele=
gation of Ceylon, there is no positive evidence to
support the oft~repeated argument that trusteeship
18 the surest and quickest way of ensuring the goal
of gelf=government or- independence, I say this witha
certain’ amount of emphasis because if the present

.y appear
e may he

11 certain cardinal principles which have motivated
in this respect. The representative of Iran in his
own way attempted a definition of colonialism, Thigis

nother concept, a political as well as perhaps a juri-

leans economic exploitation, political domjnationand
raclal arrogance, and perhaps, in the process of
chieving the aims of the Power dominating the sub-
ect or dependent people, 2 gystem whereby the moral
rostitution of the indigenous population is brought
hout by the raping of its intellect. :

i‘mHel'e I have attempted a definition. I do not
that that definition is final for all time, but

3. Tt is in this connexion thatI should like to re= -

but basically we subscribe to the view that colonjalism

is how it strikes us in Asia and it is a fact that
colonialism in its various manifestations does exist.
It appears under different names and in point of fact
1 would argue that Chapters XI, XII and XIII of the
Charter became necessary because of the existence
of colonialism. It still exists, in different forms per=-
haps. Its manifestations, or perhaps a better word
would be its purposes, are many, and that is why we
representatives from African-Asian countries in the
Assembly, some of which won their independénce quite

that

‘recently, have not forgotten them and feel we ought to

make a contribution to the ending of colonialism.

125. In the past colonialism appeared in various
guises; the whole doctrine of extra-territoriality, the
doctrine of capitulations—these were all facets of
colonialism, as was also the division of the world in
terms of colonialism. Even international lawyers
talked in terms of colonialism and not in terms of a
world or international community. It is perhaps a
hackneyed reference, but I may be permitted to refer
to this, It was in the nineteenth century that a very
famous international lawyer, Professor Lorimer, Pro=-
fessor of International Law at Edinburgh, divided the -
world into three kinds of humanity. Therewas civilized
humanity, as represented by Europe; there was bar-
barous humanity, as represented by a few Powers
like Turkey and Irag==pecause it was after the Treaty
of 1856=~and therewas savage humanity, which covered
the rest of Africa and Asia, We have travelled a long
way since that time, but nevertheless, if I may put it
this way, the damnosa hereditas of colonial rule gave
vise to the problems which the world of 1945 had to
face, and that is why Chapters XI, XTI and XIII of the
Charter had to be formulated to provide a system to
end colonialism, Today we are not discussing the
merits of Chapters XI, XII and XIII, but having found
them wanting, we are now trying to find a way out.

126. For the moment I am not raising the question
of changing the Charter—far be it for me to attempt
that~but what Iwant to point out is that the Trustee-
ship System has been found wanting. I would like to
subscribe to the view that perhaps certain Administer-
ing Authorities do observe strictly Article 73 of the
Charter, but some do not, We know that; we have only
to ask any member of the Fourth Committee to dis=
cover that. Some do not, and then thereare others who
would argue that Article 84 of the Charter gives a
certain neutral status to the Administering Authority
vis-a~vis the General Assembly itself. Be that as it
may, today document A/4502 focuses our attention
on the grave lacuna that exists in the Charter itself,
and thus we go outside the strictly legal interpreta~
Hon of the Charter to the existing realities of the
world, That is why the movements in Asiaand Africa,
the conferences to which I referred, marked a turning
point not only in the history of Agsia and Africa but
in the history of the world. Most ofus belong to States
which have really no armed power as such; we depend
on the mobilization of public opinion and the justice
of our cause, By remaining silent on this matter,
by refraining from gaying what we ought fo say, it
might be maintained that we are contributing to the
purpose of history. But in this context I would say.
that if the General Assembly did remain silent on a
matter like this it might, in future years, come to be
regarded. as perhaps an unconscious tool of history,
when history will have got the better of this Assembly.
But why not take the other point of view, why not
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become the conscious tool of the historical process
and do something to end colonialism? o

127. I should also refer to the fact that when we talk
of the manifestations of colonialism we mean~and this
is what the draft resolution tries to meet~~the various

methods, procedures and legal figments which are -

used by the colonial Powers to cover the nakedness
of rank colonialism. For instance, as I said earlier,
there is the question of the transfer of power. Some-
times the transfer of power mustwaituntil the correct

_party, or the correct group of men,havebeen found in -

a colony to whom the power may be transferred. We
have to wait, sometimes it is said, until people are
politically and socially educated to be the equals of
the people of the Administering Authority, and that is
why the transfer of power is delayed. We have also
seen that monstrous figment that has been brought up
here more than once whereby it is argued that over-
seas territories are provinces of the metropolis, which
makes those areas part of the metropolitan country
and therefore not colonies or subject countries, That
point was well argued elsewhere, andas Iam discuss~
ing general principles I do not want to pursue the
point, but we know that it is under the guise of these
figments that some of the most brutal struggles con~-
cerning the subject peoples have been going on, where
rank inequality has been continued for several years
to justify this legal figment that they belong to the
metropolis. ‘

128. So, in that context it is my submission that un~

der the guise of these legal figments we have ignored
the Charter., After all, it does not require great intel=
ligence or great wisdom to see that Articles 73, 76
and, what is more, Article 1, paragraph 2, of the
Charter, or Article 55, are very simple matters,
propositions which are accepted by the world com=-
munity, and yet, in the implementation of these Ar-
ticles we find thatthese authorities have not conformed
to the obligations, and that is, as 1 say, the justifica~
tion for our draft resolution and the justification for
the declaration presented by the Soviet Union,

129, I dealt only in a general way with the bagsis of

Chapters XI, XII and XIII. We are now faced also with °

another aspect of the problem, There have been um=-
equal treaties, which is always a form or manifesta-
tion of colonialism=-some have referred to this as
neo~colonialism. There have been occagions where the
Administering Authority or the dominant Power, while
. abdicating its power or transferring power, has still
retained its economic stranglehold. We may call it
neo=colonialism=-the term does not matter,

130. Many years ago--and here in this context one
cannot forget; one need not subscribe to the doctrine
of communism or socialism as such-but it has been
pointed out that the time may come=and here it was
after the Congress of Berlin in the nineteenth cen-
tury~-it was pointed out by socialist theorists that the
time may come when the corflict between the colonial
Powers may lead to the point where they might com=
bine to keep jointly a colonial stranglehold on some
countries and territories.

131. I would like strictly to adhere to my subject,
and this is why I am not mentioning any particular
Power, Whether we call it neo-colonialism, or, as
another author called it, ultra~imperialism, it is still
there. '

132, In this context I would say—and here I ap,

saying so because I want topursue the point ag agaiﬁot
the representative of the United Kingdom who Spolft
this morning=that it is not a question of repeat]‘nz

* Marxist texts or Leninist incantations. Itis the radj, 1
‘tradition—I am using the word in a verybroad .

> SeNSCm.
which has always guided a counfry's destinies in i

mate fulfilment of its goal. I can only, in this context
without going into comparative studies, refer to the
radical tradition of England which was responsible fop
enlightened colonial policy at certain phases in jig
history. And that tradition continues, and itishecayge
of that radical tradition that no less a man than Lepjy
himself, who in his famous book Imperialism-The
Highest Stage of Capitalism, acknowledged a dehtig
J. Hobson, the English economist, who at the close of
the nineteenth century wrote his classic book Imperial.
ism. It is not a question of repeating Leninist incanfa-
tions; it is a quegtion of taking the struggle to a cer~
tain point. It is not a dogma like the Charter, for
instance, Is the Charter made for all time? Are the
organs and systems which were created in the Charter

~in 1945 good for all time?

133, Institutions, like human beings, are subject to
decay. It is for us,therefore, we whowant institutions,
to see the ways and means whereby we may improve
those institutions. It is in that sense thatI would argue

" that one must not forget=it is nota question, I repeat,

of Leninist incantations, but it is the strong radical
tradition which has been displayed, or the liberal
tradition displayed by those who fought for freedom-
for example, even the countries of Latin America, if
they had waited until all of them were so refined or
go educated or politically and socially the equals of
the colonial Powers, they would still have to wait
perhaps until doomsday. In the long run we will all
be dead and that is whyitisnecessary, at a particular
stage in the history of human affairs, that we take
stock of these things.

134. It is in that sense that I would argue that when
we adopted by acclamation the inseription of this item
on the agenda of the Assembly, we tookupon ourselves
a burden, the task of formulating either by some reso-~
lution or other measure~-a declaration, if you care
to put it that way--a proclamation whereby we would
not only offer hope to those who are still in the
colonies, but something which would be implemented
by the colonial Powers as such. '

135. I would like to regard the draft resolution which
we have submitted ag coming in the long line of various
declarations which have now become internationallaw.
It is not a question here of a pure juridical concept -
or the creation of law; on the contrary, it is a ques-
tion of trying to find the proper place in the develop=
ment of human society for this particular measure.

136. I would argue that in the same way~—and here
it may be that some States were not parties to some
of the great laws which today mark and perhaps en=
rich history; for instance, I refer to the Declaration
of Paris in 1856, which marked the turning point in
the laws of land warfare. I refer to the Declaration
of St, Petersburg in 1868 which again took a further
step in the development of the humanization of wars
I refer, for instance, to the Hague Conventions of 1899
and 1907, Similarly, one could argue that here in
our draft resolution perhaps-~I would have not only to
defend it but see in it certain merits, which may be
absent from the Soviet declaration, but I think, and I
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re I am g 'submif, that the two are q.omplemen.tary; there is no
as againg damental disagreement in our basic objectives,and

1 who spoke what is more, we can see that on the basm issues we

1 repeatiy, are in agreement although we may say it in different

itheradjeg’ WaySe '

i’i‘i Siinsle-. 437, 1 do not want fo repeat that point, but I would

his Contegt like, in addressing an international Assembly like

this, to point out that if these great declarations of
the past, of the nineteenth century, culminating per-

g:nsmle fo  paps-in the greatest declarations of our time, namely,
it e]sa In itg fhe Charter, the judgements and the principles of

tllfa ocaus - Nuremberg, if they have been accepted by this As-
: n 1 Lenin sembly, if they have passed into international law, it
132;1 :né;fhe ~ would be with a view to achieving a certain objective,

it is in that light that I would like to ask the repre-
sentatives to pass the declaration contained in our
draft resolution [A/L.323 and Add.1].

st incants

sletoac 138, Here again, may I say that as an international
Charter, fo pody we may not be a lawmaking body as such, The
me? Are th draft resolution which is before this Assembly has a

ganction, It is the public opinion behind it, or the
moral opinion of the world represented here. Perhaps
_in this declaration we would also find the moral
judgement of the nations.

139, On this particular point, let me recall=because I

would ar _am sure that the speakers who follow me tomorrow
on, I repe will go into the draft resolution in detail-the history,
Tong radi ag it was, of one of the most important aspects of
¢ the liber colonialism in the past, I regard it as colonialism

pecause it was one form of colonialism of which,
perhaps, we are not aware today. Historieally, Iwould
state that at the Congress of Vienna in 1815 it was

the equals the British delegate, Castlereagh himself, who pro-
have to wa) posed that in the Fina] Act of the Congress of Vienna
n we will there should be a clause eliminating or dealing with
: a particula; the suppression of the slave~irade, and so it was em~-
that ‘we ta bodied, but that did not mean that slavery came to

cussing the draft resolution—what was embodied in the

on oursel Final Act in 1815. Similarly, as I argued—=in 1919 we

)y some e had the Mandates System, perhaps a manifestation of
, if you ¢ the then enlightened conscience of Europe, andin 1945
reby we W the Trusteeship System, but if I am to state the later
e still in higtory of the slave=trade—because it is pertinent to

my task—as the slave-trade was not abolished im-
mediately after 1815 because certain countries didnot
perhaps in their national legislation provide for its
abolition, It was only in 1885, when, by the Berlin Act,
it was formally adopted by all the nations. At that
fime the number of nations had increased since the
time of the Congress of Vienna,

n the deve 141, There was a further development in 1890, The
\r measur Brussels Act also dealt with the suppression of the
Slave~trade, but unfortunately for the world, both these

way~~and 1 Acts dealt only with the Congo Basin, where the slave-
irties to 8 trade was rampant. Therefore, the world had to wait
1d perhaps for several years, even for the implementation of that
he Declara Act, Ag recently as 1919, after the First World War,
urning poin hen the peace treaties were being debated and nego=
he Declara Hated, it was by the Treaty of Saint~Germain in 1919
took a fur t the civilized world admitted that the slaye~trade
ization of’ S going on in certain areas and that it had to be
entions of t down by the authorities concerned, So we have the
e that her lavery Conventions of 1926 and 19 56, the supplemente
ave not onl Y provisions, being dealt with by the International
which m2 bour Organisation, a specialized agency of the United

it I think,? ations, . _

140, That is what I am concerned with when dis- ’

142. So you will see thatthere hasbeena long history,
and I bave taken just one example. It is a long history
but, unfortunately, in the context of global politics
today the world, and especially subjectpeoplesarenot
content to wait so long for the implementation of such
resolutions or such declarations. It is therefore es-
sential that here in this body, where there are Ad-
ministering Authorities=-the sowcalled Trusteeship
Powers, with their obligations to subject peoples—and
where at the same time there are present, participa-
ting on a basis of equality, those who do not possess
colonies or Non=Self~Governing Territories; it is es—
sential, I repeat, that both sides~that is, the Ad=
ministering Authorities and the non~Administering
Authorities--subscribe to the view that we have stated
as regards the general principles underlying the dec-
laration contained in our draft regolution.

143. It is for that reason that Isubmitthat the decla~
ration and the draft resolution mark a stage in the
development of the internmational conscience of man=-
kind, In point of fact, I would go further and say that

.the success of the resolution does not depend on the

mere adoption of it because we know that we cannot
go to war on the ending of colonialism. The struggle
continues because freedom is something whichis dear
to those people who are struggling for it. We may be
told that there are peoples in Africa whoperhaps still
do not want freedom in that sense, who are content to
be under the yoke of their colonial masters. It does
not require a very brilliant thesis from me to dis-
prove that. But that is the argument which is always
adduced. But we  here, who have perhaps seen the

“actual working of the Trusteeship System, we who

have seen its effects, realize that without such a
declaration it is not possible to take another step
further because year in and year out we find the lapses
of the Administering Authorities, we find the interplay

- of world politics coming into question. We also find

that sometimes, when there is no argument to justify
the withholding of independence, the argument is that -
the Administering Authority must protect the subject
peoples, the dependent peoples from a pernicious doc-
trine like communism, I think it was in the eighteenth
century that Dr. Johnson, a well=known figure in
British literary circles, said that *Patriotism was the

- last refuge of a scoundrel®. Iam not one to say that

those who now argue that we mustkeep these people in
the subject territories immune to commumism would
subscribe to Dr. Johnson's statement, I am not going
to say that here, but very often this argument has
been put forward. It is on that basis perhaps that we
all know that after the First World War certain States
were created to keep Bolshevism out of Europe; but
that did not prevent it.

144, So we in Asia, we who have perhaps seen better
days and worse days, we who still may have a long
way to go in the evolution of our own society, can,
1 submit, take a more correct view of the development
of human society, and it is for that reason that the
delegation of Ceylon, while supporting the draft reso-
lution, would also like to say that we are prepared to
accept any suggestions=I think I am speaking onbehalf
of all the co=sponsors=which would improye the reso-
lution so that we could end colonialism once and for
all; the sooner the better for all of us. I submit that -
the day such a declaration is adopted, it will mark a
moment in the conscience of civilized mankind,

the 1n UN,

The meeting rose at 5.45 p.m.
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