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i I

mber 19635 the General Assembly

I.    By reSOlU  .....  ÿ the twentieth anniversary of the          r

designated the yeaÿ 196gÿ which ÿ'ÿ'ÿ-J-J- m  ....

and proclamation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights ÿ as the

year for Human Rights.  By resolution 2081 (XX)ÿ adopted on 20 December 1965ÿ the

Assembly reaffirmed its belief that 1968 should be devoted to intensive national

and international efforts and undertakings in the field of human riÿÿts and also
Assembly empressed

to an international review of achievements in this field.  The out by means of

its conviction that the review could advantageoUSlY be caromed

international conference and decided that an International Conference on Human

Rights should be convened in 1968 "to promote further the principles contained in

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights ÿ to develop and guarantee politicalÿ

civilÿ  economieÿ  social and cultural rights and to end all discrimination and
of- raceÿ  colourÿ  seXÿ

denial of human rights and fundamenta! freedoms on grounds              apartheid,"

language or religion and in particular to permit the elimination of

2.    In paragraph 13 of resolution 2081 (XX)ÿ the purpOSe of the ConferenCe was
further describedÿ it would:

" (a) Review the progress which has been made in the field of hnman rights

since the adoption of the Universal DeclaratiOn of Human Rightsÿ
" (b) ÿvaluate the effectiveneSS of the methods used by the United Nations

in the field of hÿnnan rights ÿ  especially with respect to the elimination of
ial discrimination and the practice of the policy of aoartheid;forms  of rac        -   ÿ ÿreÿare a progranÿe of fnÿther measureS to be taken

"(c) Formulane  ....  ÿ

subsequent to the celebrations of the international year for Human Rights ."

Preparatorÿr CoÿTmÿittee for the international Conference on Hi,man RightsTh_ÿ_e                                   -    ÿ      XX) the General Assembly established

P.    In paragraph 14 of reSOlUtlon a08! (  .....  atorV Commmttee

in consultation with the  Coÿission on Hrmÿan Rmghtsÿ  a rÿÿr

the international Conference on Hrmÿan Rights consisting of seventeen

"to complete the preparation for the Conference in 1965 andÿ in particularÿ

make proposals for the consideration of the General Assembly regarding the agendaÿ

duration and venue of the Conferenceÿ  and the means of defraying the expenses of

the Conferenceÿ and to organize and direct the preparation of the necessary

eÿaluation studies and other docÿmÿentation".

4.    In paragraph 17ÿ the Preparatory Cormnittee was requested "to report on the

progress of the preparation in order that such reports might be considered by the
General Assembly at its twenty-first and tÿventy-second sessions".

.   In paragraph 15ÿ the President of the General Assembly was requested to

appoint the members of the Preparatory Corm sitteeÿ eight of whom were to be States

represented on the Commission on Human Rights and two of whom were to be States

represented on the Commission on the Status of Women.  In conformity with this

the President of the General Assembly appointed the fo!lowing Member

as members of the Preparatory Conÿuittee:   Canadaÿ Franceÿ  Indiaÿ  Iran,  Italyÿ

New Zealandÿ Nigeriaÿ Philippinesÿ Polandÿ Somaliaÿ Tunisiaÿ Union of

Socialist Republicsÿ United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern lrelandÿ

States of Americaÿ Uruguay and Yugoslavia.

In paragraph 16 of the resolutionÿ the Secretary-General was requested to

an Executive Secretary for the Conference from within the Secretariat and

the Preparatory Committee with all necessary assistance.   In pursuance

requestÿ the Secretary-General appointed Mr. Marc Schreiberÿ Director of

of Nÿaan Rightsÿ as Eÿecutive Secretary of the Conference.

series of meetings of the Preparatorÿ Committee

Preparatory Committee was convened by the Secretary-General on

1966 and held ten meetings between that date and 20 May 1966.  A further

of meetings was held between 9 and 20 June.

members of the Committee were represented by the followinÿ:

Mr. Gillcs Grondin
Miss Mary Fletcher (alternate)

Mr. Yves Boullet
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(f)  Preparation of the draft rules of procedure of the Conference

(g)  Other queStmons relatlng to the preparatmon of the Conference

Report of the Preparatory Cormmittee to the twenty-first session of the5.    General Assembly concerning the progreSS of the preparation of the

international Conference on Human Rights.

13.  In order to facilitate the work of the Colmmitteeÿ the Secretary-Genera!

submitted working papers on the following subjectS:  a sÿnmary of the actions

taken by United Nations organs with regard to the holding of an international

conference on mÿan rights in 1968 (A/C0ÿ.3ÿ/PC/ml)ÿ extracts from the

records of the tÿentieth session of the General Assembly relating to thepreliminary estimates and other doctunentS
of the ConferenCe (A/CONF'32/PC/L'2)ÿ   (A/CONF.32/PC/L.3/Rev.lÿ L.6 and Corr.lÿ

relating to the costs of the Conference

and L.IO and Corr.l); and selected resolutions of the General Assembly and the

Economic and Social Council relating to the question of convening international
conferenceS (AIcoÿ.SWPCIL'5)"

Draft resolution submitted by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics-  USSR submitted a draft resolutionÿ subsequently

14.  At the tenth meetlngÿ the  ÿ   ÿch asked the Preparatory C°ÿ'altÿge us

revised (AIcoÿ.3ÿIPcIL.81Rev'IJÿ ÿ'ÿ                       -o"

that the General Assembly cal! upon the GovernmentS of all countÿmes and the

of the world to intensify the struggle to safeguard fundamental freedoms and

rights and to ensure the complete and immediate elimination of such violations

human rights as racial discrimination and the policy of agartheidÿ and call

the Governments of all countriesÿ in making their preparations for the

to concentrate their efforts on applying the above-mentioned measures (see

15   mhe Committeeÿ at its twentieth meetingÿ decided not to vote on this draft

resolution but to refer the matter to the Genexal Assembly

inÿS of the Committee
uttlre meeLÿ  ÿ-

16.  The Committeeÿ in considering the functions entrusted to it by the

Assemblyÿ concluded that it would meet periodically until the time of the

of the Conferenoeÿ whenever such meetings appeared to be necessary in the

of developments affecting the preparation of the Conference.  I% authorized

chairman to convene its meetings whenever appropriateÿ after consultation

the other officerS.

Co-operation with the Commission on Human Rights and the Commission on the

St--ÿ-tus of Women

17.  ÿhe Committee noted resolution 7 (XXII) adopted on i April 1966 by the

Commission on Human Rightsÿ  in which the Commission expressed "its willingness
to co-operate with the General Assembly and the Preparatory Committee in completing

the preparations for the International Conference on Human Rights in 1968"ÿ and

invited the Preparatory Committee to keep it and the Commission on the Status of

Women informed of developments relating to the Conference.  The Preparatory

iCommittee requested its Chairman to express 1o the Chairman of' the Commission on

Human Rights the Preparatory Committee's appreciation for its offer of co-operation
and to inform him that the reports of the Preparatory Committee to the General

Assembly on the progress of its work would be drawn to the attention of the

sion on Human Rights and the Coÿuission on the Status of Women.  The

further requested the Secretariat to transmit to the Chairman of the

ion on Human Rights and to the Chairman of the Commission on the Status of

all the doeumentation of the Committee, for such use as they might consider

The Committee also gave consideration to paragraph 9 of General Assembly

Iolution 2C81 (XX), by which the Coÿmissien on the Status of Women ÿlas invited

participate and co-operate at every stage in the preparatory work for the

iernational Year for Htnnan Rights.  Zhe Committee noted resolution 16 (XIX)

by the Commission on the Status of Women on 8 March 1966ÿ by which the

stated that it "deems it essential that the topic of wcmen's rights

modern world should be included in the prograÿne for the International

Lfor Human Rights and in the agenda of the International Conference on Human

The view was expressed that at its next session in 19ÿ7, the Coÿmission

Status of Women might wish to give further consideration to the formulation

osal concerning a precise programme for the advancement of women which

might consider for inclusion in the agenda of the Conference.  The

of the Preparatory Committee wrote to the Chairman of the Commission on

of Women, indicating the wiliingness of the Preparatory Committee to

any proposals which the Commission on the Status of Women might wish to

this subject as well as any suggestions which the Chairman of the

on the Status of Women might have with regard to further co-operation

Committee and the Commission.
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The first progress red°rt of the Committee

19.  Having concluded its first examination of the questions referred to it by the

General Assemblyÿ the Preparatory Committee decided 1o submit this progress report

to the General Assembly for consideration at its twenty-first regular session

reservingÿ howeverÿ the possibility of submitting a supplementary reportj Should

further broad agreements be reached among its members on matters relating to the

Conference.  The Preparatory Committee intends to continue its work during 1967

and submit a more complete report on the preparation of the Conference to the

twenty-second regular session of the General Assembly.  The present report

contains certain generally agreed conclusions of the Preparatory Committee togetheÿ

with a brief indication of the divergent views expressed on issues before the

Committee.  The statements of individual delegations on items before the

Preparatory Committee have been recorded in the summary records of the Committee

(A/COÿF. 32/FC/SR.I-20) °
I
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II.     NATURE  AND   CHARACTER  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS
OF THE CONFERENCE

20.  Before considering theagenda to be proposed for the Conference and other

questions relating to its organizationÿ the Preparatory Colÿaittee examinedÿ taking

as a point of departure the discussions previous!y held on these subjects in the

General Assembly and other United Nations organsÿ the significance which should be

attached to the Conference and the nature and character of its proceedingsÿ  The

hope was expressed that the Conference would be an important step forward in the

further promotion and development of respect for human rights and fundamental

reedoms and consequentlyÿ as stated in General Assembly resolution 2081 (XX)ÿ a

cbntribution to the strengthening of peace throughout the world and to friendship

between peoples.  The Conference vTould provide an opportunity to focus world

on on the importance which the United Nations attributed to human rightsÿ

it therefore might be a milestone in the history of the Organization.  It

0uld undoubtedly be the main international event of the International Year for

Rights and should be so prepared as to have a beneficial impact on the whole

of the international effort in the field of human rights after 19ÿ8.

The Committee agreed that since the International Conference on Human Rights

the only special Conference for 19ÿ8 thus far formally approved by the

Assembly and a central feature of the celebration of the International

for Human Rightsÿ it might be expected to be the major special Conference

19ÿ8 in terms of Genera! Assembly resolution 21!ÿ (XX)ÿ paragraph 5 of

1965.

As prescribed by General Assembly resolution 2C81 (EÿX): the Conference

review the progress which has been made in the field of human rightsÿ

the effectiveness of methods employed heretofore and formulate and

a programme of further measures to be taken after !9ÿ8o  Moreover:

terms of the same reso!ution: the Conference should devote special

to the elÿmination of all forms of racial discrimination and the

of aÿartheid.  The majority of the Committee felt that the Conference

also concern itself with Violations of and disregard for hÿman rights and

freedoms which in some countries are adopted as official policies and

and which are committed in colonial territories.  Zn reviewing the

he Conference should not merely catalogue significant advances made
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but should also identify obstacles encountered in the field of human rights over
There was genera! agreement that on the basis of the

the past twenty years ÿ the evaluation of methods ÿ positive concluSiOnS would be

revieÿ of progress and

drawn and a programme for the future formulated-  It was hoped that all these

issues mould be discussed in terms of the specia! contribution which human rights

prpgrammes might make to their solution.

23°  The viem was expressed that in considering certain areas of human rights the

should not lose sight of the importance of internationa! co_operation
_o

Conference      ÿle vDeÿrÿ% ÿonu rT.lÿs s ÿhasha ÿtt s!rigg ÿdÿ ÿl
for the ililplement at m°n °f ÿee lJoflÿs

particular importance ÿo s               ÿ  ÿ ÿnv" denÿorkÿ education an   _ ate

in the face of poverty and unemploymenÿ ÿ ÿ_ÿl                                      ÿJ

standard of living for their nationals

24.  Particular importance ÿas attached by the Committee to the need for the      ÿ

debates at the Conference to be conducted with moderationÿ restraint and objectiviÿ

in an atmosphere as free as possible from political recrimination'  A positive

constructive approach to the Conference on the part of all participants would do

much to ensure its prestige and success.

25.  In the following parts of this report the Committee outlines the PreliminaryLÿ!

conclusions it has reached on the matters referred to it by the General AssemblY,.

It ÿTill further revieÿ these quest<OnS in the future and present to the Generaÿ

Assembly more detailed conclusions.


