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INTERNATIONAL  YEAR  FOR  HUMAN  RIGHTS

I.     IIÿRODUCTION

The General Assembly, at its 1564th meeting on 23 September 1967 allocated

the Third Committee agenda item 58 entitled "International Year for Human

(a) Programme of measures and activities to be undertaken in connexion

the International Year for Human Rights:  report of the Secretary-General;

Report of the Preparatory Committee for the International Conference on

Rights'[.  The Third Committee discussed this item at its 1533rd to 1546th

held from 30 November to ii December 1967.

A.  Programme of measures and activities to be undertaken in
connexion with the International Year for Human Rights:

report of the Secretary-General

The General Assembly, in its resolution 1961 (XVIII) of 12 December 1963,

the yearÿ 1968 as International Year for Human Rights and arranged

he preparation of a programme of measures and activities to be undertaken

on of the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Universal

of Human Rights.

g the adoption in 1965 of an interim programme of measures and

to be undertaken in connexion with the International Year for Human

as set out in the annex to resolution 2081 (XX), the General Assembly

r-first session, in resolution 2217 A (XXI) of 19 December 1966,
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ution 2217 Bÿ C and © (XXI), of 19 December 1966, made a number of decisions

rning the Conference and the membership of the Preparatory Committee.

Accepting with appreciation the invitation extended by the Government of

the Genera! Assembly decided that the International Conference on Human

,s would be held in Teheran, preferably during the spring of 1968, on a

to be determined by the Secretary-General in consultation with the Preparatory

ttee and the Iranian Government.  In accordance with this decision it was

quent!y determined that the Conference would be held at Teheran from

ril to 13 May 1968.

The General Assembly invited States Members of the United Nations, States

rs of the specialized agencies, States Parties to the Statute of the

national Court of Justice and States that the Assembly decided specially

vite to participate in the Conference and to include among their

sentatives eminent persons whose qualifications in the field of human rights

enable them to make valuable contributions to the work of the Conference.

zompetent sPecialized agencies were invited to send observers to the

erence.

The General Assembly took note of the first progress report of the Preparatory

ittee and expressed its appreciation to the Committee for the work it had

mplished.  The Assembly requested the Committee to continue its work in

rdance with paragraph 14 of resolution 2081 (Xÿ), taking into account such

rvations as it might receive from the Commission on Human Rights and the

ssion on the Status of Women and bearing in mind the discussions at the

Lty-first session of the General Assembly, the decisions taken in resolution

' (XX!) and the adoption of the International Covenants on Human Rightsÿ and

iÿport further on the progress of the preparation of the Conference to the

al Assembly at its twenty-second session.

Recognizing the significance of the proposed Conference and the importance

}ÿe preparatory york to its successÿ the Genera! Assembly decided to enlarge

!ÿ@mbership of the Preparatory Committee from seventeen to twenty-three

Sÿand requested the President of the General Assembly to appoint six

]$Onal members of the Committee - two from African countriesÿ two from Asian

iÿes and two from Latin American countries.  In pursuance of this request
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the ÿesident of the General Assembly appointed the following Member States:

Colombia, Kenya3 Lebanonÿ Mauritaniaÿ Pakistan and Panama.  As enlarged, the

Preparatory Committee is composed of the following Member States:  Canada3       ['{

Colombiaÿ Franceÿ Indiaj Iran, Italyÿ JamaicaÿKenya3 Lebanonÿ Mauritaniaÿ New

Zealand, Nigeriaÿ Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, Polandÿ Somglia, Tunisia, the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,  the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Irelandÿ the United States of America, Uruguay and Yugoslavia.

12.  The Preparatory Committee for the International Conference on Human Rights

in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2217 C (XXl)ÿ continued its work

in 1967.  Its report to the twenty-second session of the General Assembly has
circulated in document A/6670 and Corr.1 (English only).

13.  The Preparatory Committee prepared and recommended draft rules of

and a draft provisional agenda for the Conference.  The texts of the drafts

contained respectively in annexes I and II of the Committee's report.

14.  The Preparatory Committee also decided to recommend that the Council of

Europe, the League of Arab Statesÿ the Organization of African Unity and the

Organization of American States and other regional inter-governmental

particularly concerned with human rights should be invited to participate in

/.
amendments which were submitted as set out below.  In the course of their

consideration the Under-Secretary and Legal Counsel replied to the questions on

legal matters put to him by various representatives (1539th to 1546th meetings).

A.   Draft resolution and amendments

18.  Canada, Costa Rica, Jamaica and New Zealand submitted the following draft

resolution (A/C. 3/L. 1501/Hey. i):

"The General Assembly3

"Recalling its resolution 1961 (XVilI) of 12 December 1963 designating
the year 19-ÿ-ÿs International Yeÿ.r for Human Rightsÿ

"Recalling also its resolutions 2081 (XX) of 20 December 1965 and
2217 (XXI) of 19 December 1966 relating to the International Year for Human
Hightsÿ

"Reaffirming its conviction that the celebration of the International
Year for Human Rightsÿ including the International Conference on Human Rightsÿ
will contribute significantly to the promotion of universal respect for and
observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without
distinction as to raeeÿ sex3 language or religionÿ

Conference.

•  The question of the participation of non-governmental organizations in
15                 -      ÿ--ÿ b- the Committee and was referred to the General
Conference was  not  resomvÿ   J

Assembly.

16.  The report of the Preparatory Committee also includes the record of the

Committee,s consideration of the questions of the documentation for bhe

and of its expensesÿ and of other arrangements for the Conference•

II.  PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE

17.  The Third Committee began its consideration of the item with a general!ÿi

to which it devoted six meetings (1533rd to 1538th meetings).  At the

meeting an introductory statement was made by the Director of the

Human Rightsÿ which was subsequently circulated in document A/C.3/L'I500

request of the Committee.  The report of the Preparatory Committee for thej

International year (A/66ÿ0) was introduced at the same meeting by its

Mr. C. Beeby (New Zealand).  The Committee then considered the proposal

"Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the
International Year for Human Rights (A/6866 and Add.l-2),

"Having also considered the report of the Preparatory Committee for the
International Conference on Human Rights (A/6670)ÿ

"i.   Expresses its appreciation to those Member States, specialized
agencies3 regional organizations and national and internationa! organizations
concerned that have supplied information on the measures and activities
contemplated or undertaken bythem in connexion with the International Year
for Human Rights;

"2.  Welcomes the measures taken or envisaged by the Secretary-General
to co-ordinate activities undertaken in connexion with the International Year
for Human Rights and to implement the relevant parts of the programme for the
International Year annexed to Genera! Assembly resolution 2217 A (XXI);

"3.   Further welcomes the special activities contemplated or undertaken
in connexion with the International Year for Human Rights by other organs

Lof the United Nations;

°..
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amendments which were submitted as set out below.  In the course of their

consideration the Under-Secretary and Legal Counsel replied to the questions on

legal matters put to him by various representatives (1539th to 1546th meetings).

A.  Draft resolution and amendments

18.   Canad____ÿa, Costa Ricaÿ Jamaica and New Zealand submitted the following draft
/

resolution (A/C. 3/L.15Ol/Rev. 1):

"The General Assembly;

"Recalling its resolution 1961 (XVIII) of 12 December 1963 designating

the year 19-ÿ as International Yeÿr for Human Rightsÿ

"Recalling also its resolutions 2081 (XX) of 20 December 1965 and

2217 (XXI) of 19 December 1966relating to the International Year for Human
Rightsÿ

k"Reaffirming its conviction that the celebration of the International

Year for Human Rightsÿ including the International Conference on Human Rightsÿ
will contribute significantly to the promotion of universal respect for and
observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without
distinction as to race, sexÿ language or religionÿ

"Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the

International Year for Human Rights (A/6866 and Add.l-2)ÿ

"Having also considered the report of the Preparatory Committee for the

Internationa! Conference on Human Rights (A/6670),

"i.  Expresses its appreciation to those Member Statesÿ specialized

agenciesÿ regional organizations and national and international organizations
concerned that• have supplied information on the measures and activities
contemplated or undertaken by them in connexion with the International Year
for Human Rights;

"2.  Welcomes the measures taken or envisaged by the Secretary-General

to co-ordinate activities undertaken in connexion with the International Year
for Human Rights and to implement the relevant parts of the programme for the
International Year annexed to General Assembly resolution 2217 A (XXI);

"3.  Further welcomes the special activities contemplated or undertaken

connexion with the International Year for Human Rights by other organs
the United Nations;



.Iÿ. ,,.Lÿ¸ ~ ,

i

English
page 6

tes. the specialized agenciesÿ regional inter-organizations
,,h   ÿnvites Member Sta _ÿ Jÿ+ÿal and internatmonal         and

governmental organlzatlo
concerned to continue to intensify throughout 1968 their efforts
undertakings in the field of human rightSÿ including the measures set out

and 221ÿ A (XXI) and to keep the
to its resolutions 2081 (Xÿ)  undertakings;

the annexes                                                 -  '  '

Secretary-General informed of these efforts and

,,q  ÿs its ÿaPPreciati°n to the Preparatory Committee for the

e  rovisional agenda for the international"6.  Takes note of th. P  ....  w II of the report of the Preparatory

on Human Rights conÿ  .....

Committeeÿ                                     ÿ -r.eague of Arab Stat esÿ the

.....  ÿ+ÿ the Council of Eur°peÿzÿtion of American ÿaÿes ÿ
"7.   ±iÿ.v-,-,ÿ    .      -ÿ :ÿ ond the uÿÿ           -  ....  ÿarlY concerneÿ

human rights ÿo s

"8   ÿ non_governmentÿ.l organmz.atmons that        s    le intÿ

status Wtems on the provisional agenda for the Conference and that mayith the Economic and Social Councÿl and have                 _   ..
in th    ÿ ÿ÷ the Conference to send observers to it;
be presenÿ ÿ

...         tal organizations that ma.y bÿ.4ÿes other nuÿ.governmen  .....  ce to make applmCaÿmon
"9.

interested in               February 1968;
Secretary-General before l.                                                   International

(b)  Requests the Preparatory Committee for the approve them ifconsider such applicatiOnS and to
on Human Rights to                                of recognized standingÿ
non_governmental organizations concerned are
international in their structure and have a demonstrable interest in• ional agenda for the Conference;
on the provmS      ÿ  ....  rocedure of the C<

"10   Decides to add to the draft ruÿes oÿ ÿ

,           contained in-ÿnneX I of the report of the Preparatory C°mmÿttee
following rule:

on_governmental organ

,Observers for non.governmental organizations invited to
•            presidentÿ

__          with the authorization of the a general
Conference mayÿ   _   .-ÿ ÿ ten statements oÿ          the

through the Secreÿarmÿ  ....  t             the agenda of

questions of human rights which are on
-                   -ÿ- the Secretary-General#° present to the   ÿ ,",'

"ll.  ÿ  .....  ÿ to arrange ÿor the necessary staff

appropriate documentation ÿ                                    -,
facilities that will be requiredÿ taking into account the natÿ -%

of the Conferenceÿ
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particular cases the Conference might decide otherwise.  Some other representatÿ

howeverÿ favoured a two-thirds majority rule for decisions on matters of

they pointed out that such had been the practice of recent United Nations

conferences.  Divergent views were alsO expressed on such questions as whether

not to allow representatives of non-governmental organizations to make oral

statements at the Conference and whether it should be the President of the

Conference or its General Committee that would authorize the circulation of

statements by non-governmental organizations.

C. Voting

43.  At its 1544th and 1545th meetings the Committee voted on the draft

(A/C.3/L.1501/Rev.i) and the amendments thereto.
44.  The voting was as follows:

(a)  The amendment of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposing

insert a new preambular paragraph (A/C.3/L'lSO6/Rev'3' para.l) was adopte@ bY:i
75 votes to i, With 19 abstentions.

(b)  The preamble as a wholeÿ as amendedÿ was adopted by 83 votes to
with 2 abstentions.

(c)  Operative paragraphs i, 2, 3, 4ÿ 5 and 6 were adopted by 88 votes t
noneÿ with2 abstentions.

(d)  At the request of the representative of Australia, a roll-call

taken on the amendment of Hungary and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

(A/C.3/L.1505/Rev.2,ÿ para. l) proposing the insertion of a new paragraph

paragraphs 6 and 7.  The amendment was rejected by 45 votes to 35, with 15
abstentions.  The voting was as follows:

In favour:   Algeriaÿ Bulgariaÿ Burmaÿ Burundiÿ Byelorussian Soviet-    Republicÿ Chadÿ Cuba, Czechoslovakiaÿ Ethiopiaÿ Ghana,

Hungary, Indiaÿ Indonesiaÿ Iraqÿ KenyÿKuwaitÿ Mauritaniaÿi
Mongoliaÿ Moroccoÿ Nepalÿ Nigeriaÿ Poland, Romaniaÿ
Somalia, Sudanÿ Syriaÿ Togoÿ Tunisiaÿ Ukrainian Soviet
Republicÿ Union of Soviet Socialist Republicsÿ United
Republicÿ United Republic of Tanzaniaÿ Yugoslavia.

. ,,
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(p)  At the request of the representative of Iraq, a roll-call vote was

on operative paragraph 9 (b).  The paragraph was adopted by 55 votes to 5Dÿ

15 abstentionS"  The voting was as followS"
"   Argentinaÿ Austriaÿ Australia'• Barbados, Belgium, BoliVia,

BotSWana, Brazil, Burma, Canadaÿ Chiÿe, China, Oolombiaÿ

irelandÿ      alia, ÿexiCO,.   .   s. Portuga!, S.. ÿaom of (

Britain anÿ ÿ
Venezuela- ByeloruS sian Soviet

Algeriaÿ Bulgaria'    .  akia, Ethiopia, Ouineaÿ
:     Afghanistanÿ      -   ,ÿuba. CzechOSl_ov _. ÿ  Lebanon, LibYa,ublie, camer°°9  :esi&,  raq, Arabia,

T unis iaMauritanÿaÿ ÿ ÿ                .   •     e ublies, United Arab
_ÿ eÿviet Socialist .R PTÿner Voltaÿ Y xgÿ

Africa, Sudan, Syria, Togo,

Republic, unÿs                   -     ÿ--lon  CongO [Deÿ o

......  Burundmÿ Cÿ  mmrus. ÿrÿn, 7.- iÿ ÿa. Turkey, ug    ,
AbStÿ"   oÿ-ubliC oÿ), ÿ= ÿ _-i  Poland, ÿomÿ- ,

Nepal, Nmge,                 '   e-aragraph 10 kmlÿ

,  .      .       mendment to opera, iv  £
tÿ'ÿ  ÿhe sÿxteen ?ower a     _  -,,-7  with 5ÿ abstentions
\ÿ"             " b" <5 votes ÿo ÿ,  emocratie RepUblic of) and the

pÿra. 5) was adopteÿ' ÿ w

<r)  The amendments of the Congo (D       aras  i and 2) as orally

mngdom tO , aragraph lo p   "

the 1545th meeting were rejected by 39 votes to 54, with 16 abstentionS'

(S)  operative paragraph lOÿ as amended, was adopted by ÿ2 votes tounanimouS ly.

19 abstentionS"                                                             ÿ0

It]  operative paragraphs ii and 12 were adopted

(ÿu)  The draft resOlUtion as a whole, as amended, was-adopted by
with 22 abstentionS"

L
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III.  RECOMMENDATION OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE

45.  The Third Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the adoption

of the following draft resolution:

International Year for  Human Rights

The Genera! Assembly,

Recalling  its resolution 1961 (XVIII) of 12 December 1963 designating the

year 1968 as International Year for Human Rightsÿ

Recalling also its resolutions 2081 (XX) of 20 December 1965 and 2217 (XXl)

of 19 December 1966 relating to the International Year for Human Rights,

Reaffirming its Conviction that the celebration of the International Year for

i Human Rights  including the International Conference on Human Rightsÿ will

contribute significantly to the promotion of universal respect for and observance

of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to raceÿ

sex, language or religion,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the International

for Human Rights i_/

also considered the report of the Preparatory Committee for the

onal Conference on Human Rightsÿ2-/

Bearing in mind the conclusions and recommendations of the International

Seminar on Apartheidÿ Racial Discrimination and Colonialism in Southern Africaÿ

[held in 1967 at Kitweÿ Zambiaÿ of the Seminar on the Realization of Economic and

Social Rightsÿ heldÿ in 1967 at Warsaw, Poland, and of recent United Nations

on human rights held at Manilaÿ Philippinesÿ Kingstonÿ Jamaicaÿ andÿ

, Finland,

i.    Expresses its appreciation to those Member States, specialized agenciesÿ

organizations and national and international organizations concerned that

supplied information on the measures and activities contemplated or undertaken

them in connexion with the International Year for Human Rights;

2.   Welcomes the measures taken or envisaged by the Secretary-General to
'dinate activities Undertaken in connexion with the International Year for

Rights and to implement the relevant parts of the programme for the Year

to General Assembly resolution 2217 A (XXI);

and Add.l and 2.

/6670 and Corr.l.
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of recognized standingÿ are international in their structure and have a

1onstrable interest in the items on the provisional agenda for the Conference;

12. Decides to add the following rule to the draft rules of procedure of the

iference contained in annex I of the report of the Preparatory Committee:

"Observers for non-governmental organizations

"Rule 62

"Observers for non-governmental organizations invited to this COnference

mayÿ with tÿe authorization of the General Committeeÿ circulate through the
Secretariat written statements of a general character on questions of human
rights which are on the agenda of the Conference.""

13.  Requests the Secretary-General to present to the Conference all

ropriate documentation and to arrange for the necessary staff and facilities

,.t will be requiredÿ taking into account the nature and purpose of the

Ifer eric e;

!4.  Requests the Secretary-General to submit a further progress report to

General Assembly at its twenty-third session on the measures and activities

erred to in paragraph 4 above and a final report on the International Year for

fan Rights to the Assembly at its twenty-fourth session.


