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Janet E. Lord has spent her career as an international human rights lawyer working globally to 

advance the rights of persons with disabilities. A lead drafter of the Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities, she has shaped law reform in dozens of countries to advance disability 

rights, has taught and engaged in research on human rights and disability, and has provided 

counsel on inclusive development for the World Bank, the United Nations, the United States 

Agency for International Development (USAID), the Department of State of the United States 

and numerous other bilateral and multilateral donors.  

She holds degrees from Kenyon College, the University of Edinburgh (Scotland), and the George 

Washington University Law School. In 2022, she was awarded an honorary doctorate of laws by 

Kenyon College for her work in advancing international disability rights and disability inclusive 

development.  

She is currently serving as a senior fellow with the Harvard Law School Project on Disability 

and as senior legal counsel for the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities. 

 

 


