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Christian Tomuschat is professor emeritus of Humboldt University Berlin. Before taking 

the chair of international law in Berlin, he worked for 22 years at the Law Faculty of the 

University of Bonn as the director of the Institute of international law. From 1977 to 1986, 

he was a member of the Human Rights Committee under the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights; from 1985 to 1996, he served on the International Law 

Commission (President in 1992). From 1990 to 1993, he was the rapporteur of the United 

Nations Human Rights Commission on the human rights situation in Guatemala; during 

the period from 1997 to 1999, he coordinated the Commission for Historical Clarification 

of that country. He has gained judicial experience as judge of the administrative tribunals 

of the Interamerican Development Bank and the African Development Bank. As legal 

counsel, he has represented the Federal Government before the Court of Justice of the 

European Communities in Luxemburg, the European Court of Human Rights in 

Strasbourg and the International Court of Justice.  

 

Christian Tomuschat served as a member of the International Commission of Jurists 

(Geneva) from 1981 to 1996. He was the President of the German Society of International 

Law from 1993 to 1997. He was admitted to the Institut de droit international in 1997.  

 

He is the author of numerous books and articles. Among his recent publications are: 

Human Rights – Between Idealism and Realism, Oxford 2003 (2nd ed. 2008); The Statute 

of the International Court of Justice. A Commentary, Oxford 2006 (co-editor and author). 
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