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CONVENTION RELATING TO THE STATUS OF REFUGEES 

 
By resolution 248 B (IX) of 8 August 1949, the Economic and Social Council 

established the Ad Hoc Committee on Statelessness and Related Problems to consider 
the desirability of preparing a revised and consolidated convention relating to the 
international status of refugees and stateless persons and consider means of eliminating 
the problem. The Ad Hoc Committee, consisting of representatives of thirteen 
Governments, met from 16 January to 16 February 1950 and adopted a report 
containing the text of a draft Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and a 
Protocol thereto relating to the Status of Stateless Persons, with commentaries (E/1618 
and Corr. 1 (E/AC.32/5)).  
 

By a note of 10 March 1950, the Secretary-General transmitted the report of 
the Ad Hoc Committee to Governments and invited their comments thereon, in order 
that these, together with the report, could be submitted to the eleventh session of the 
Economic and Social Council. (These comments are contained in documents E/1703 
and Add. 1 to 7, and E/1704 and Corr.1 and 2.)   
 

The report of the Ad Hoc Committee and the comments received thereon 
were considered by the Social Committee of the Economic and Social Council from 31 
July to 3 August and from 5 to 10 August 1950, and by the Council on 2 and 11 
August 1950 (E/SR.399 and A/SR.406-407). The Social Committee discussed in detail 
the definition of the term “refugee” in the draft Convention, and considered and 
amended the draft Preamble. The draft definition and Preamble, as amended, were 
adopted by the Economic and Social Council on 11 August 1950. On the same date, 
the Council adopted resolution 319 B (XI), in which it took note of the report of the 
Ad Hoc Committee, of the draft agreements contained therein and of the comments 
received from Governments. It requested that the Secretary-General reconvene the Ad 
Hoc Committee to prepare revised drafts of the two instruments, taking into account 
the comments of Governments and of specialized agencies, and of discussions and 
decisions of the Economic and Social Council at its eleventh session, including the 
definition of the term “refugee” and the Preamble as approved by the Council.  
 

The Ad Hoc Committee, which now met as the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Refugees and Stateless Persons, reconvened from 14 to 25 August 1950. Pursuant to 
resolution 319 B (XI), it submitted its report to the fifth session of the General 
Assembly, containing the revised draft Convention and the draft Protocol (E/1850 and 
annex (A/AC.32/8 and annex)). The corresponding agenda item, entitled “Refugees 
and Stateless Persons”, was allocated to the Third Committee, which considered it 
from 22 to 27 November, from 29 to 30 November, and on 1, 4 and 6 December 1950 
(A/C.3/SR.324 to 330, 332, 334, 337 and 338). On 29 November 1950, the Third 
Committee established an informal working group to discuss the definition of the term 
“refugee” to be included in the Convention. The definitions of the term to be used in 
the Convention and in the Statute of the High Commissioner for Refugees, which was 
also being considered by the Third Committee, were discussed together. On 1 
December 1950, the Informal Working Group introduced in the Committee revised 
joint “compromise” amendments (A/C.3/L.131/Rev.1) to the proposed definition. 
After amending the text further in plenary, the Third Committee adopted the definition 
and included the text thereof in its draft resolution recommended to the General 
Assembly (A/1682, annex).  
 

On 14 December 1950, the General Assembly, considering the report of the 
Third Committee, adopted resolution 429 (V), by which it decided to convene a 
conference of plenipotentiaries in Geneva to complete the drafting of the Convention 
relating to the Status of Refugees and the Protocol relating to the Status of Stateless 
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Persons. The Assembly further recommended that the Governments participating in 
the conference take into consideration the draft Convention submitted by the 
Economic and Social Council and, in particular, the text of the definition of the term 
“refugees”, as contained in an annex to resolution 429 (V), which had been further 
amended by the Assembly prior to adopting the resolution (A/PV.325). The United 
Nations Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Status of Refugees and Stateless 
Persons met from 2 to 25 July 1951 and, on 25 July 1951, adopted the Convention 
relating to the Status of Refugees (A/CONF.2/108/Rev.1).  The Convention entered 
into force on 22 April 1954, in accordance with its article 43, following the deposit of 
the sixth instrument of ratification. 
 

PROTOCOL RELATING TO THE STATUS OF REFUGEES 

 
In his annual report to the General Assembly at its twentieth session, in 1965, 

the High Commissioner for Refugees referred to a Colloquium on Legal Aspects of 
Refugee Problems, organized by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
during which the limitation of the personal scope of the Convention on the Status of 
Refugees had been discussed, including possible measures whereby the Convention 
might be extended to cover new refugee situations (A/6011/Rev.1, paras. 33 and 34). 
In 1966, the High Commissioner referred again to the question of a possible extension 
of the scope of the Convention (A/6311/Rev.1, para. 40) and, following consultations 
with States parties to the Convention and with members of the Executive Committee 
of the High Commissioner’s Programme, submitted the text of a draft Protocol relating 
to the Status of Refugees, removing the date limitation in the Convention and thereby 
extending its scope, to the Executive Committee at its sixteenth session 
(A/AC.96/346).  
 

The Executive Committee took note of the draft Protocol and made certain 
modifications to the text. On the Committee’s recommendation, the High 
Commissioner submitted the draft Protocol, as modified, to the General Assembly of 
the United Nations, through the Economic and Social Council, as an addendum to his 
annual report (A/6311/Rev.1/Add.1).  
 

The Economic and Social Council, in its resolution 1186 (XLI) of 18 
November 1966, took note with approval of the draft Protocol (A/6303/Add.1) and 
transmitted the High Commissioner’s report to the General Assembly, which referred 
it to its Third (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural) Committee for consideration.  
 

The Third Committee considered the draft Protocol, under the agenda entitled 
“Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees”, from 5 to 7 
December 1966. On 7 December 1966, it adopted a draft resolution providing for 
approval of the Protocol (A/6586, draft resolution II).  
 

The General Assembly considered the corresponding report of the Third 
Committee on 16 December 1966 and, by its resolution 2198 (XXI) of the same date, 
took note of the Protocol and requested the Secretary-General to transmit the text of 
the Protocol to the States mentioned in article V thereof, with a view to enabling them 
to accede to it (A/PV.1495). The authentic text of the Protocol was signed by the 
President of the General Assembly and the Secretary-General in New York on 31 
January 1967, and transmitted to Governments. The Protocol entered into force on 4 
October 1967, in accordance with its article VIII, on the day of deposit of the sixth 
instrument of accession.  
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