United Nations Audiovisual Library of International Law

Mr. MICHAL BALCERZAK, Dr. iur. hab

Associate Professor
Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun
University of Szczecin

Michat Balcerzak is an Associate Professor at the Department of International Security, Faculty
of Political Science and Security Studies, Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun, as well as
an Associate Professor at the Faculty of Law, University of Szczecin, Poland. Since 2022, he
has been serving as Member and Vice-Chairperson at the United Nations Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD). Within the CERD Committee, he is a member
of the Working Groups for Early Warning and Urgent Action (EWUA), and the Working
Groups for Individual Communications. He also serves as a conciliator at the Ad Hoc
Conciliation Commission on the inter-State communication State of Palestine vs. Israel
(established under article 12 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination). He is also a member of the International Law Association (ILA
Polish Branch) and a member of the ILA’s Committee on Human Rights in Times of

Emergency.

He served as an ad hoc judge at the European Court of Human Rights (2018-2022) and was an
alternate member of the Management Board of the European Union Agency for Fundamental
Rights (2012-2016). Earlier in his career, he was a member of the United Nations Working
Group of Experts on People of African Descent (special procedure of the Human Rights
Council, 2014-2021, chairperson of the Group 2018-2019). He took part in various inter-
governmental expert activities within the Council of Europe, including at the Steering
Committee on Human Rights (2004-2008), and working groups drafting recommendations of
the Committee of Ministers concerning the protection of human rights in accelerated asylum
procedures (GT-DH-AS, 2006-2009), human rights of members of armed forces (DH-DEV-
FA, 2007-2009) and combatting impunity for serious human rights violations (DH-I, 2009-
2011).

He is the author of circa a hundred publications on international law, including on the protection
of human rights, international State responsibility and international judiciary. Between 2017
and 2020, he was editor-in-chief of Comparative Law Review. He is also an advocate and

member of the Warsaw Bar Association.
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