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Sonja Boelaert, a Belgian national, holds law degrees from the Katholieke Universiteit
Leuven, Belgium (Licenciate in Law), from Harvard Law School (LL.M.) and from the

London School of Economics and Political Science (Ph.D.).

Her past professional experience includes academic teaching and working as an attorney at
the Brussels Bar. Mrs Boelaert has served as legal adviser with the High Commissioner for
Refugees in Rwanda and with IFAD and FAO in Rome, and from 1989 to 2003 she was a
legal adviser and prosecutor with the International Criminal Tribunals for the former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda.

In 2004 Mrs Boelaert joined the European Union institutions. She is currently a senior legal
adviser with the Council of the European Union. In that capacity she regularly appears
before the Court of Justice of the European Union in Luxemburg. She has also been in
charge of litigation outside EU courts and has appeared before the International Tribunal for

the Law of the Sea in Hamburg.

Mrs Boelaert regularly publishes academic articles in relation to various aspects of her work.
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