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Lea Brilmayer is the Howard Holtzmann Professor of International Law at Yale Law 

School. She has also taught as a visiting professor or full time faculty at the law schools at the 

University of Chicago, University of Texas, Harvard University, Columbia University, the 

University of Michigan, and New York University. Her main teaching interests are conflict of 

laws, international law, civil procedure, contracts, and African legal affairs. She has written 

dozens of articles on those subjects, in addition to the leading casebook on conflict of laws, 

two books about interstate jurisdiction and two about international jurisprudence (Justifying 

International Acts and American Hegemony: Political Morality in a One Superpower World). 

She has made a number of appearances before Congressional Committees as an expert on 

interstate jurisdiction and related topics, and has appeared dozens of times at conferences, 

symposia, and invited lectures.  

 

Professor Brilmayer has had extensive experience as a consultant in conflict of laws 

and private international law. She has also served as lead attorney in several important public 

international law arbitrations dealing with boundary issues (Eritrea v. Yemen and Ethiopia v. 

Eritrea); maritime delimitation (Eritrea v. Yemen) and civil compensation for violations of 

the laws of war (Eritrea v. Ethiopia). Her current research interests center around the use of 

international litigation as a tool for the pursuit of international justice. 


