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Outline 

1. Past 

a) The legacy of colonialism 

b) Unequal treaties 

c) Post-War trials 

2. Present 

a) Is Asia’s under-participation significant? 

b) How might we explain it? 

3. Futures 

a) Status quo 

b) Divergence 

c) Convergence 



 

The trial of Warren Hastings in Westminster Hall (1789). 
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Henri Meyer - Illustration 

from supplement to 

"Le Petit Journal", 

16 January 1898. 
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Bangkok Declaration (1993) 

• While human rights are universal in nature, they must be considered in 

the context of a dynamic and evolving process of international norm-

setting, bearing in mind the significance of national and regional 

particularities and various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds 

  

Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (1993) 

• While the significance of national and regional particularities and 

various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds must be borne in 

mind, it is the duty of States, regardless of their political, economic and 

cultural systems, to promote and protect all human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. 

  

ASEAN Human Rights Declaration (2012) 

• All human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and 

interrelated. … At the same time, the realisation of human rights must 

be considered in the regional and national context bearing in mind 

different political, economic, legal, social, cultural, historical and 

religious backgrounds 
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c) Convergence • China on the UNSC? 

• Investment law? 

• Diplomacy? 

• History? 

• Diversity? 

• Power? 
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• Eastphalia? 

• Regionalization? 
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UNCTAD, World Investment Review 2015 



 

The Economist, 28 June 2014 



 


