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Diane Desierto specializes in public international law and international dispute 

settlement mechanisms such as international investment and commercial arbitration, 

international economic law (trade, finance, investment, and development), international  

human rights and international humanitarian law in the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN), maritime security, and the emerging field of ASEAN Law applicable  

to Southeast Asian states and their external partners. She is also 2016-2017 Faculty Fellow 

at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (CASBS) at Stanford 

University and Adjunct Research Fellow at the WSD Handa Center for Human Rights and 

International Justice at Stanford Global Studies; 2016-2019 External Executive Director of 

UP Law Graduate School at Bonifacio Global City (BGC), Philippines; 2016-2017 

EURAXESS Visiting Scientist at UNICA (Italy); Professor of  International Law at the 

Philippine Supreme Court’s Judicial Academy Corps of Professors; and 2017 Summer 

Session Director of Studies for Public International Law at the Hague Academy of 

International Law. 

She serves as a frequent Legal Expert for the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) Secretariat and other ASEAN institutions (such as the ASEAN 

Coordinating Committee on Investment, ASEAN-China Working Group on the Code of 

Conduct for the South China Sea, ASEAN Legal Affairs Division) on international 

economic law, maritime security, human rights, legal harmonization and institutional 

coordination and law reform matters. She is regularly engaged for her expertise in 

international economic law and ASEAN law by the European Union External Action 

Service, the United States Agency for International Development, the Asian Development 

Bank, the Government of Japan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Senate of the Republic of 

the Philippines and the Philippine Supreme Court. She also advises Southeast Asian public 

agencies and private institutions on ASEAN regulations, evolving ASEAN institutions, 

and inter-State disputes affecting Southeast Asia. 
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Ms. Desierto is a Member of the Inaugural Panel of International Arbitrators of  the 

British Virgin Islands International Arbitration Centre (BVI IAC), and Arbitration Partner 

in a Manila-based boutique law firm (Desierto & Desierto Law), where she is officially 

ranked by Who’s Who Legal and Global Arbitration Review as among the “world’s leading 

arbitration specialists” listed in their Future Leaders in International Arbitration 45 under 

45. She is a Member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the European Journal of 

International Law and Permanent Editor of EJIL:Talk!; Editor of the Asian Yearbook of 

International Law and Honorary Editor of the Indonesian Journal of  International and 

Comparative Law; Academic Council Member of the Institute of Transnational Arbitration; 

Co-Chair of the Oxford Investment Claims Summer Academy at St. Anne’s College, 

University of Oxford; Convenor of the International Economic Law & Development 

Interest Group of the Asian Society of International Law (AsianSIL) and Member of the 

AsianSIL Research Committee; Member of the International Board of Advisers of the 

Nepal International Law Center; and Legal Expert on the Right to Development for 

International Economic Treaties for the UN OHCHR and UPEACE. Before her 

appointment to the University of Notre DaUniversity of Hawaii Richardson School of Law, 

she was Professor of International Law at Peking University School of  Transnational Law, 

University of the Philippines College of Law, and Lyceum of the Philippines Law. 

Her books include Necessity and National Emergency Clauses: Sovereignty in 

Modern Treaty Interpretation (Martinus Nijhoff, 2012, winner of the Ambrose Gherini  

Prize in International Law); Public Policy in International Economic Law: The ICESCR in 

Trade, Finance, and Investment (Oxford University Press, 2015); International 

Commercial Arbitration and Philippine Law: Jurisdiction and Admissibility (UP IILS, 

2016); ASEAN Law and Regional Integration: Governance and the Rule of Law in 

Southeast Asia’s Single Market (Routledge, forthcoming 2017); ASEAN Integration 

Through Law: Treaties in the Philippine System (Cambridge University Press,  

forthcoming); Commentary on the Code of Professional Responsibility (USAID and  ABA, 

2007). Other books slated for completion are Postmodern Reparations in International 

Law (2017); The Cambridge Textbook on International Economic Law (with Freya Baetens 

and Michael Waibel, CUP 2017); The Constitution of the Philippines: A Contextual 
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Analysis (with Alfredo Molo, Hart Publishing), and ASEAN and Southeast Asian 

Investment Treaty Law and Practice (for Martinus Nijhoff). Her book chapters have been 

published in leading publications of Cambridge University Press, Oxford University Press, 

Hart Publishing, Edward Elgar, Routledge, along with articles with the Columbia Journal 

of Transnational Law, the Journal of World  Investment and Trade, the University of 

Pennsylvania Journal of International Law, ASIL Proceedings, Cambridge Journal of 

International and Comparative Law, ICSID Review, Berkeley Journal of International Law, 

New York University Journal of International Law and Policy, Yale Journal of 

International Law, Houston Journal of International Law, Pace International Law Review, 

George Washington International Law Review, Florida Journal of International Law, 

Heidelberg Journal of International Law, Manchester Journal of International Economic 

Law, Transnational Dispute Management, Journal of Applied Economy, the Gottingen 

Journal of International Law, Asia-Pacific Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law, 

Journal of International Law of Peace and  Armed Conflict, Max Planck Encyclopedia of 

Public International Law, among others. 

Ms. Desierto was a former Yale Law Clerk at the International Court of Justice 

(2010-2011), 2012 Grotius Postdoctoral Research Fellow, University of Michigan Law 

School, Howard M. Holtzmann Fellow in International Arbitration and Dispute Resolution 

at Yale Law School, and Visiting Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for 

Comparative Public Law and International Law, the National University of Singapore 

Asian Law Institute (ASLI), and the East-West Center in Honolulu, USA. She is an alumna 

of the Academie du droit de l’arbitrage in Paris (Shearman & Sterling Scholar and Runner-

Up Laureate of the Academy), the Xiamen Academy of International Law (Scholar in 

Public International Law and Private Commercial Law), the University of the Philippines 

College of Law (cum laude salutatorian, 2004) and School of Economics (summa cum 

laude valedictorian, 2000), and Yale Law School (LLM and JSD), garnering the 2004 

English Session World Championship for the Jean Pictet International Humanitarian Law 

Competition, the 2004 All-Asian Intervarsities Debate Championship, the 2000 ASEAN 

Intervarsities Debate Championship, the 2000 Most Outstanding Social Science Student 
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Award of the Pi Gamma Mu International Social Science Honor Society, and scholarship 

honors from the Phi Kappa Phi International Honor Society. 


