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Guy S. Goodwin Gill is Emeritus Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford and Emeritus 

Professor of International Refugee Law in the University of Oxford. He was formerly 

Professor of Asylum Law at the University of Amsterdam, and served as a Legal Adviser in 

the Office of United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in various 

countries from 1976-1988. From 2008-2011, he was Visiting Professor at the Académie de 

droit international humanitaire et de droits humains in Geneva, and in 2010 he held the 

Ganshof van der Meersch Chair at the Université libre de Bruxelles, was Director of the 

Centre for Research and Studies at the Hague Academy of International Law, and Julius 

Stone Visiting Fellow in the Faculty of Law, University of New South Wales, Sydney, 

Australia. He has been a Patron of AsylumAid, a United Kingdom NGO, since 2008, was a 

member of the Council of the Overseas Development Institute (ODI) from 2007-2013, was 

President of Refugee and Migrant Justice (formerly the Refugee Legal Centre, a UK non-

governmental organization providing legal advice and representation to refugees and asylum 

seekers) from 1997-2010, and President of the Media Appeals Board of Kosovo from 2000–

2003. He is the Founding Editor of the International Journal of Refugee Law (Oxford 

University Press) and was Editor-in-Chief from 1989-2001. 

 

Professor Goodwin-Gill has written extensively on refugees, migration, citizenship, 

statelessness, elections, and child soldiers. Recent publications include: ‘Non-Refoulement, 

Temporary Refuge, and the “New” Asylum Seekers’, in David Cantor & Jean-François 

Durieux, eds., Refuge from Inhumanity? War Refugees and International Humanitarian Law, 

Leiden: Brill Nijhoff, 2014, 433-59; ‘The International Law of Refugee Protection’, in Elena 

Fiddian-Qasmiyeh, Gil Loescher, Katy Long & Nando Sigona, eds., The Oxford Handbook of 

Refugee and Forced Migration Studies, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014, 36-47; ‘The 

Dynamic of International Refugee Law’, (2013) 25 International Journal of Refugee Law 

651-66; ‘Palestine, UN Membership and Popular Representation: International Legal 

Challenges and Strategic Options’, in Mutaz Qafisheh, ed., Palestine Membership in the 

United Nations: Legal and Practical Implications, Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge 

Scholars Publishing, 2013, 30-44; ‘Europe: A place to seek, to be granted, and to enjoy 

asylum?’, in Cristina Gortázar, María-Carolina Parra, Barbara Segaert, & Cristiane 

Timmerman, eds., European Migration and Asylum Policies: Coherence or Contradiction? 

Bruxelles: Bruylant, 2012, 33-43; ‘The Challenge of the Child Soldier’, in Hew Strachan & 

Sibylle Scheipers, eds., The Changing Character of War, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2011, 410-28; ‘The Right to Seek Asylum: Interception at Sea and the Principle of Non-

refoulement’, 23 International Journal of Refugee Law 443-57 (2011); ‘The Extra-Territorial 

Reach of Human Rights Obligations: A Brief Perspective on the Link to Jurisdiction’, in 

Laurence Boisson de Chazournes & Marcelo Kohen, eds., International Law and the Quest 
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for its Implementation/Le droit international et la quête de sa mise en oeuvre: Liber 

Amicorum Vera Gowlland-Debbas, Leiden: Brill, 2010, 293-308; ‘The Search for the One, 

True Meaning...’, in Guy S. Goodwin-Gill & Héléne Lambert, eds., The Limits of 

Transnational Law, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010, 204-41; Brownlie’s 

Documents on Human Rights, 6
th

 edn. with the late Sir Ian Brownlie QC, eds., Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2010; The Refugee in International Law, 3
rd

 edn. with Jane 

McAdam, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007; Free and Fair Elections, Geneva: Inter-

Parliamentary Union, 2
nd

 revised and expanded edn., 2006; and the introductory notes to 

various treaties and instruments on refugees, statelessness and asylum for the ‘Historic 

Archives’ section of the UN Audio-Visual Library of International Law: 

http://www.un.org/law/avl/. 

 

Professor Goodwin-Gill is also a Barrister and practises from Blackstone Chambers, London, 

in public international law generally, and in human rights, statelessness and refugee law. He 

has represented UNHCR on a number of occasions, including in the House of Lords in R 

(European Roma Rights Centre) v. Immigration Officer at Prague Airport [2005] 2 AC 

1[2004] UKHL 55; and in the Court of Appeal in El-Ali v Secretary of State for the Home 

Department [2003] 1 WLR 95, [2002] EWCA Civ 1103; and R (Al Rawi and others) v. 

Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs and another [2007] 2 WLR 1219, 

[2006] EWCA Civ 1279. Other recent cases in which he has acted or been a member of the 

legal team, include R (Al Saadoon) v. Secretary of State for the Department of Defence 

[2008] EWHC 3098 (Admin); [2009] EWCA Civ 7; Application No. 61498/08, European 

Court of Human Rights, Admissibility, 30 June 2009; Merits, 2 March 2010 (the 

extraterritorial application of human rights obligations); RB (Algeria) v. Secretary of State for 

the Home Department [2009] UKHL 10; [2009] 2 WLR 512 (‘withdrawal’ of refugee status); 

DD (Afghanistan) v Secretary of State for the Home Department [2012] UKSC 54 (exclusion 

from refugee status); and Secretary of State for the Home Department v Al-Jedda [2013] 

UKSC 62 (deprivation of citizenship and statelessness). 
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