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Manuel Rama Montaldo graduated as Doctor of Law and Social Sciences from the 

University of the Republic in Montevideo, Uruguay, specializing in Public International 

Law and International Organizations at the University of Oxford, England (British Council 

Fellowship) and, subsequently, through International Law Fellowships granted by UNITAR 

and UNESCO. He has taught Public International Law at the University of the Republic and 

at ORT University, Uruguay. He has also lectured or been a panelist on International Law 

topics at universities or other institutions of the United States, France, Switzerland, Italy, 

The Netherlands, England, Egypt, Canada, Brazil Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela and 

China. 

He has worked for almost 28 years for the Codification Division of the Office of Legal 

Affairs at the United Nations Secretariat, first as a Legal Consultant and later, as Deputy 

Director for Research and Studies and Deputy Director of the Division. In these capacities, 

he has been closely involved with the work of various United Nations organs dealing with 

the codification and progressive development of International Law, such as the 

International Law Commission (Geneva), the Sixth (Legal) Committee of the General 

Assembly, the Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and the 

Strengthening of the Role of the Organization, the Ad Hoc Committee on International 

Terrorism, etc. (New York) and of other bodies or gatherings such as the Working Group 

on the Decade of International Law, and the Congress of International Law. He has also 

been for many years Executive Secretary of the United Nations Programme of Assistance in 

the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law and 

participated in the United Nations Conference for the Establishment of an International 

Criminal Court (Rome). After his retirement from the United Nations he has been a 

Consultant for the International Criminal Court (The Hague). Among his publications in the 

field of Public International Law and International Organizations, the following may be 

highlighted: "International Legal Personality and Implied Powers of International 
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Organizations", British Yearbook of International Law, Oxford University Press, 1970; 

"Institucionalización   de   Cuencas   Hidrográficas    Internacionales    e    Integración   de 

la Cuenca del Plata", Revista Uruguaya de Derecho Internacional, Universidad de la 

República, Montevideo, 1972; "The International Law Commission in the United Nations 

System at Geneva, in Scope and Practices of Multilateral Diplomacy and Cooperation”, 

UNITAR, Geneva, 1991; "International Law in an Evolving World", Editor, 2 vols. (Liber 

amicorum Jiménez de Aréchaga), Fundación de Cultura Universitaria, Montevideo, 1994; 

"Acerca de Algunos Conceptos Básicos relativos al Derecho Penal Internacional y a una 

Jurisdicción Penal Internacional", International Law in an Evolving World, (see above), 

Montevideo, 1994; "Human Rights Conventions and Reservations to Treaties", in Human 

Person and International Law, 2 vols., (Liber Amicorum Gros Espiel), Bruylant, Brussels, 

1997; "La Codification du Droit International comme Instrument de la Justice 

Internationale", Les Cahiers de Droit, Université Laval, Ville de Québec, 2001; 

"Contribution of the General Assembly to the Constitutional Development and 

Interpretation of the United Nations Charter", in Towards World Constitutionalism: Issues 

in Legal Ordering of the World Community, Nijhoff, Leiden, 2005; "Universalism and 

Particularisms in the Creation Process of International Law" (Essays in Honour of Edward 

McWhinney), Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, Leiden-Boston, 2009.
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