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MR. SEAN D. MURPHY
Member of the United Nations International Law Commission
Patricia Roberts Harris Research Professor of Law at George Washington University

Sean D. Murphy is a Member of the United Nations International Law
Commission (serving as Special Rapporteur for the topic of Crimes against Humanity)
and is the Patricia Roberts Harris Research Professor of Law at George Washington
University in Washington, D.C. Professor Murphy teaches Public International Law and
United States Foreign Relations Law, and has previously taught International
Organizations, Law of the Sea, International Environmental Law and International
Business Transactions. He received his B.A. from Catholic University of America, J.D.
from Columbia University, LL.M. from Cambridge University, and S.J.D. from the

University of Virginia.

After law school, Professor Murphy clerked for the Honorable Thomas Flannery
of the U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C. From 1987 to 1995, Professor Murphy
served in the Office of the Legal Adviser at the U.S. Department of State, specializing in
dispute resolution, international environmental law, and the legal regulation of armed
force. From July 1995 to July 1998, Professor Murphy served as the Legal Counselor of
the U.S. Embassy in The Hague. In that capacity, he represented the U.S. Government
before the International Court of Justice, the International Criminal Tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia, the Permanent Court of Arbitration, the Hague Conference on Private

International Law, and the Iran-U.S. Claims Tribunal.

Since leaving U.S. Government service in 1998, Professor Murphy has served as
counsel or expert witness for governments and private entities before a variety of national
and international tribunals. His representations before the International Court include
Application of the Interim Accord of 13 September 1995 (the former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia v. Greece); Accordance with International Law of the Unilateral
Declaration of Independence by the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government of

Kosovo (Advisory Opinion); Oil Platforms (Iran v. U.S.); Questions of Interpretation and
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Application of the 1971 Montreal Convention arising from the Aerial Incident at
Lockerbie (Libya v. U.S.); and Elettronica Sicula S.p.A. (ELSI) (U.S. v. ltaly).

Professor Murphy has published articles in a variety of national and international
law journals, and was awarded the American Journal of International Law 1994 Deék
Prize for best scholarship by a younger author. His book entitled Humanitarian
Intervention: The United Nations in an Evolving World Order (1996), won the American
Society of International Law (ASIL) 1997 certificate of merit for preeminent contribution
to creative scholarship. His most recent books are International Law: Cases and
Materials (6th ed. 2014) (with Damrosch); Litigating War: Mass Civil Injury and the
Eritrea-Ethiopia Claims Commission (2013) (with Snider and Kidane); Public
International Law in a Nutshell (West 5th ed. 2012) (with Buergenthal); Principles of
International Law (2d ed. 2012); Foreign Relations and National Security Law: Cases,
Materials and Simulations (4th ed. 2012) (with Franck, Glennon, and Swaine). Professor
Murphy has served on the Board of Editors of the American Journal of International Law
and of the Journal of National Security Law & Policy, and served on the ASIL Executive

Council.
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