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FAMILY NAME     ONUMA 

GIVEN NAME      Yasuaki 

 
PRESENT APP0INTMENT 

Professor of the University of Tokyo Graduate Schools for Law and Politics  
7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0033 Japan 
Tel: 81-(0)3-5841-3249   Fax: 81-(0)3-5841-3174 

  e-mail: onuma@j.u-tokyo.ac.jp  http://www.j.u-tokyo.ac.jp/~onuma/ 

NATIONALITY     Japanese 

ADDRESS      3-27-3 Eifuku, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 168-0064 Japan   FAX: 81-(0)3-3324-9386 

DATE OF BIRTH    8 March 1946 

 
ACADEMIC CAREER 
(Institution)                     (Major Subject)         (Degree)   (Date) 
*University of Tokyo               Public Law             LL.B.    June 1969 
Faculty of Law 
Department of Public Law 
 
*University of Tokyo               Political Science        LL.B.    March 1970 
Faculty of Law 
Department of Political 
Science 
 
*University of Tokyo               Law                    LL.D.    May 1999 
Graduate School of Law and  
Politics 
 
PROFESSIONAL CAREER 
(Position)                          (Institution)                (Date) 
*Research Associate               University of Tokyo         April 1970--October 1973 
                                   Faculty of Law                 
 
*Associate Professor               University of Tokyo         November 1973--June 1984 
of International Law                Faculty of Law                 
 
*Visiting Scholar                  Harvard Law School        August 1979--July 1980                      
 
*Visiting Scholar                  Princeton University        August 1980--May 1981 
                                                                  
*Visiting Scholar                  Max-Planck-Institut für    June 1981--July 1981 
                                   ausländisches und 
                                   internationales Strafrecht 
 
*Visiting Scholar                  University of Sidney        August--September 1988 
  
*Visiting Scholar                  Australian National         September 1988 
                                  University                 

 
*Visiting Scholar                  Yale Law School             August 1991--June 1992                    
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*Visiting Lecturer                 Yale Law School             January--June 1992 
      
*Visiting Professor                Columbia University          March--April 1997 
                                   School of Law                  
 
*Visiting Professor                Institut Universitaire         April--June 1997 
                                   de Hautes Études               
                                   Internationales 
 
*Visiting Professor                University of Michigan        March--April 1999  
                                   Law School                     
 
*Visiting Professor                Columbia University          March 2002 

School of Law   
           

*Visiting Professor                University of Paris 1          March--April 2003                         
 
*Visiting Scholar                  Cambridge University        April--July 2003 
                                   Lauterpacht Research Centre    
                                   for International Law  
 
*Visiting Professor                University of Michigan        March 2004 
                                   Law School 
 
*Visiting Professor                Peking University             October--November 2005 
                                   Law School                      
 
*Visiting Professor                University of Michigan        March 2006  
                                   Law School 
 
 
RESEARCH AND EDUCATIONAL SUBJECTS 
international law(general course); law and politics in international society; international human 
rights; history of international law; history of international relations; international law and 
civilizations; East Asia and international law; comparative civilizations; law and society; 
universal values in international society; cultural imperialism; predominant cultures and 
cultures of minorities; “internationalization” of Japan; Tokyo War Crimes Trial; Japanese war 
guilt; comparative study of immigration systems; Korean minority in Japan; human rights of 
permanently settled alien residents in Japan; law, culture and politics of world heritages; civic 
movement and public values and responsibilities; the US hegemony and international law; 
problems on “comfort women” 
 
 
MAJOR PUBLICATIONS IN ENGLISH                                     

 
[Edited Volumes] 

1 (eds.)The Tokyo War Crimes Trial: An International Symposium (Kodansha 

International, 1986) 

2 (ed.)A Normative Approach to War: Peace, War, and Justice in Hugo Grotius (Clarendon 

Press, Oxford, 1993) 
 
[Articles] 

1 “Nationality and Territorial Change: In Search of the State of the Law,” Yale Journal of 

World Public Order, VIII , no.1 (1981) 
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2 “The Problem of Eurocentric Education in International Law,” Proceedings of the 75th 

Anniversary Convocation of the American Society of International Law, April 23-25, 

1981 (1983) 

3 “Beyond Victors' Justice,” Japan Echo, XI, Special Issue (1984) 

4 “Pitfalls of Internationalization,” IHJ Bulletin, IV, no.4 (1984) 

5 “The Historical Change in International Legal Order: With Special Reference to the 

Ideological Function of the Concept of Civilization,” Yong Sang Cho, ed., Conflicts and 

Harmony in Modern Society (Keimyung University Press, Taegu, 1985) 

6 “Legal Status of Korean Residents in Japan: Past, Present and Future,” Korean 

Residents in Japan and Korea-Japan Relations (International Cultural Society of Korea, 

1985) 

7 “‘Japanese International Law' in the Prewar Period: Perspectives on the Teaching and 

Research of International Law in Prewar Japan,” Japanese Annual of International Law, 

no.29 (1986)  

8 “Forty Years After the Nuremberg and Tokyo Tribunals (Remarks),” Proceedings of the 

80th Annual Meeting of the American Society of International Law, April 9-12, 1986 

(1988) 

9 “Between Natural Rights of Man and Fundamental Rights of States,” Neil MacCormick 

& Zenon Bankowski, eds., Enlightenment, Rights and Revolution (Aberdeen University 

Press, 1989) 

10 “‘Japanese International Law’ in the Postwar Period: Perspectives on the Teaching and 

Research of International Law in Postwar Japan,” Japanese Annual of International 

Law, no.33 (1990) 

11 “Interplay Between Human Rights Activities and Legal Standards of Human Rights: A 

Case Study on the Korean Minority in Japan,” Cornell International Law Journal, XXV, 

no.3 (1992) 

12 “Beyond the Myth of Mono-ethnic Japan,” The Committee to Commemorate the 

Sixtieth Birthday of Prof. Su Yong-Dal, ed., Asian Citizens and Koreans in Japan (Nihon 

hyoron sha, 1993) 

13 “Norm Setting: A Challenging Role for Japan in the Global Community,” S. Takayanagi 

& K. Kodama eds., Japan and Peace (Mie Academic Press, 1994) 

14 “Japanese War Guilt, the ‘Peace Constitution,’ and Japan's Role in Global Peace and 

Security,” M.Young & Y.Iwasawa, eds., Trilateral Perspectives on International Legal 

Issues (Transnational Publishers, 1996)  

15 “In Quest of Intercivilizational Human Rights,” Asia Foundation, Occasional Paper, 

no.2 (1996) 

16 “In Quest of Intercivilizational Human Rights: Universal vs. Relative Human Rights 

Viewed from an Asian Perspective,” D. Warner, ed., Human Rights and Humanitarian 

Law (Kluwer Law International, 1997) 

17 “The Quest for Intercivilizational Human Rights: Japan's Task in the Twenty-first 

Century,” Japan Review of International Affairs, XI, no.3 (The Japan Institute of 

International Affairs, 1997) 

18 “Towards an Intercivilizational Approach to Human Rights,” Joanne Bauer & Daniel 

Bell, eds., The East Asian Challenge for Human Rights (Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge, 1999) 

19 “When was the Law of International Society Born?” Journal of the History of 

International Law, II, no.2 (2000) 

20 “Towards an Intercivilizational Approach to Human Rights,” Asian Yearbook of 

International Law, VII (2001)                            
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21 “The ICJ: An Emperor without Clothes?” N. Ando et al., eds., Liber Amicorum Judge 

Shigeru Oda (Kluwer Law International, 2002) 

22 “Japanese War Guilt and Postwar Responsibilities of Japan,” Berkeley Journal of 

International Law, XX, no.3 (2002) 

23 “International Law in and with International Politics: The Functions of International 

Law in International Society,” European Journal of International Law, XIV, no.1 (Oxford 

University Press, 2003) 

24 “A Transcivilizational Perspective on Global Legal Order in the Twenty-First Century: A 

Way to Overcome West-centric and Judiciary-centric Deficits in International Legal 

Thoughts,” Ronald St. John Macdonald & Douglas M. Johnston, eds., Towards World 

Constitutionalism (Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 2005) 
 
 
MAJOR PUBLICATIONS IN JAPANESE 
 
[LL.D.Dissertation]     

Jinken, kokka, bunmei (Human Rights, States, and Civilizations, Chikuma shobo, 1998; 
Chinese ed., SDX Joint Publishing Company, Beijing, 2003) 

 
[Books] 

1 Senso sekinin ron josetsu (Prolegomena to the Responsibility for War, Tokyo University 

Press, 1975)  

2 Tan-itsu minzoku shakai no shinwa wo koete (Beyond the Myth of A Mono-ethnic Society, 

Toshindo, 1986; 2nd ed., 1993; Korean ed., Korea University, Asian Research Center, 

1993) 

3 Tokyo saiban kara sengo sekinin no shiso e (From the Tokyo War Crimes Trial to the 

Philosophy of Japanese Postwar Responsibilities for War, Yushindo, 1985; 2nd ed., 

Toshindo, 1987; 3rd ed., Toshindo, 1993; 4th ed., Toshindo, 1997)     

4 Wakoku to kyokuto no aida (Between the Country of “Wa” and the “Far East”, Chuo 

koron sha, 1988) 

5 Saharin kimin (Koreans Left in Sakhalin, Chuko shinsho, 1992; Korean ed., 1993)  

6 Zainichi Kankoku-chosen jin no kokuseki to jinken (The Nationality and Human Rights 

of Koreans in Japan, Toshindo, 2004) 

7 Kokusaiho (International Law, Toshindo, 2005) 

8 Tokyo saiban, senso sekinin, sengo sekinin (Tokyo War Crimes Trials, Japanese War 

Guilt and Postwar Responsibility of Japan, Toshindo, 2007) 

9 “Ianfu” mondai towa nandattanoka (What was the “Comfort Women” Problem? Chuo 

koron shinsha, 2007)  
 
[Edited Volumes] 

 1   (eds.) Kokusaihogaku no saikochiku, I, II (Reconstruction of the Study of International 
Law, Tokyo University Press, 1977-78)  

2   (eds.) Tokyo saiban wo tou (Questioning the Tokyo War Crimes Trial, Kodansha, 1984) 
3   (eds.) Zainichi kankoku-chosen jin to jinken (Koreans in Japan and Human Rights, 

Yuhikaku, 1986; 2nd ed., 2005) 

4   (ed.) Senso to heiwa no ho (The Law of War and Peace, Toshindo, 1987; 2nd ed., 
Toshindo, 1995) 

5   (ed.) Kokusaiho, Kokusai Rengo to Nippon (International Law, the United Nations and 
Japan, Kobundo, 1987; Korean ed., International Society of the Law of the Sea, 1997) 

6   (ed.) Shiryo de yomitoku kokusaiho (Intercivilizational Law: Cases and Materials, 
Toshindo, 1996; 2nd ed., 2005) 

7   (ed.) Toa no koso (Toward a Normative Order of East Asia in the Twenty-first Century, 
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Chikuma shobo, 2000) 
 
[Articles] 

1 “Zainichi chosen jin no hoteki chii ni kansuru ichi kosatsu (Reflections on the Legal 

Status of Koreans in Japan ),”Hogaku kyokai zassi, XCVI, no. 3,5,8, XCVII, no. 2,3,4 

(1979-80) 

2 “Hugo Grotius ni okeru ‘ippan kokusaiho' no kannen (The Concept of ‘General 

International Law' in Hugo Grotius),”Kokka gakkai hyaku nen kinen: Kokka to shimin, 

II (Yuhikaku, 1987) 

3 “Kokusaihogaku no kokunai moderu shiko (Domestic Model Approach in the Study of 

International Law),” Tanaka Tadashi & Hirobe Kazuya, eds., Kokusaiho to kokunaiho 

(Keiso shobo, 1991) 

4 “‘Heiwa kenpo' to shudan anzen hosho (1),(2) (Japan's ‘Peace Constitution' and the 

Collective Security),” Kokusaiho gaiko zassi, XCII, no.1,2 (1993)   

5 “Bunsaiteki jinken wo mezashite (In Quest of Trans-civilizational Human Rights),” 

Watanabe Akio, ed., Ajia no jinken (Nihon Kokusai Mondai Kenkyusho, 1997)  

6 “Bunsaiteki jinken ron no kochiku ni mukete (Towards the Establishment of the 

Theory of Intercivilizational Human Rights)(1)(2)(3),” Kokka gakkai zassi, CXI, no.3･4, 

no.9･10, no.11･12 (1998) 

7 “Kokusai shakai ni okeru ho to seiji (Law and Politics in International Society),” 

Kokusaiho gakkai, ed., Nihon to kokusaiho no hyakunen, I (Sanseido,2001)   

8 “Nihon no senso sekinin to sengo sekinin (Japanese War Guilt and Postwar 

Responsibilities of Japan),“ Kokusai Mondai, no.501 (2001)  

9 “Kokusaihoshi saikosei no kokoromi (Toward a Reconstruction of the History of 

International Law),” Hikaku Hoshi Gakkai, ed., Bummei to ho no shototsu (Hikaku hoshi 

kenkyu), no.9 (Miraisha, 2001) 

10 “Ho no jitsugen katei to iu ninshiki wakugumi (A Cognitive Framework of the Law 

Realization Process),” Nihon Hoshakai gakkai, ed., Ho no kochiku (Hoshakaigaku), 

no.58 (Yuhikaku, 2003)  

11 “Kokusaiho ni okeru bunsaiteki shiten (A Trans-civilizational Perspective on 

International Law),” Nihon Kokusai Rengo Gakkai, ed., Kokusai shakai no aratana kyoi 

to Kokuren (Kokuren kenkyu), no.4 (Kokusai shoin, 2003) 

 
 
DISTINGUISHED LECTURES 
* 1989 Lecture Given by Visiting Professor of Montague Burton Chair of International 

Relations at the University of Edinburgh 
* 2002   Lezione Magistrale at the 10th Convengno di Studi Giornata Gentiliana at the Centro 

Internazionale Studi Gentiliani 
* 2004   Ashby Lecture at Clare Hall, University of Cambridge 
* 2005   Toyota Lecture at Australian National University 
 
 
MAJOR PRESENTATIONS 
* 1978   Peace Studies Association of Japan  
* 1981   American Society of International Law  
* 1983   Japanese Society of International Law  
* 1986   American Society of International Law  
* 1986   Historical Science Society of Japan  
* 1989   14th Congress of the IVR 
* 1990   Japan Association of International Relations 
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* 1992   International Peace Research Association   
* 1995   Research Committee on Sociology of Law 
* 1997   Japanese Political Science Association  
* 1999   Peace Studies Association of Japan 
* 1999   American Society of International Law 
* 2000   International Human Rights Law Association 
* 2002   Japanese Association of Sociology of Law 
* 2002   Japan Association for United Nations Studies 
* 2003   Japanese Society of International Law 
* 2005   International Human Rights Law Association 
 
 
HONORS 
* 1975  8th Adachi Mineichiro Award (Adachi Mineichiro Memorial Foundation)             
   
* 1987  8th Ishibashi Tanzan Award (Ishibashi Tanzan Memorial Foundation) 
* 2002  2nd Stefan A. Riesenfeld Memorial Award (University of California, Berkley, Boalt Hall 
School of Law)  
 
 
LANGUAGES 
Japanese (native speaker), English (fluent), French (Good), German (Fair) 
                         
 
                                                  


