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Brigadier Kevin Riordan is Deputy Chief Judge of the Court Martial of New Zealand, 

Deputy Judge Advocate General of the Armed Forces of New Zealand and Adjunct 

Lecturer in Law at Victoria University of Wellington. Since graduation and admission to 

the bar Kevin has filled number of legal positions in the New Zealand Defence Force and 

has provided advice on international law, the law of armed conflict, peace-support 

operations and counter-terrorism. His duties have included deployment to South East 

Asia, Bougainville, the Middle East, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Afghanistan. Kevin was a 

member of the New Zealand delegation to the Rome Conference on the lnternational 

Criminal Court, subsequent preparatory conferences on the elements of crimes and the 

ICC Review Conference in Kampala. He has also been part of New Zealand's 

involvement in the development of international law in respect of conventional weapons 

and the banning of cluster munitions. Kevin is a graduate of Victoria University of 

Wellington and holds a Master of Laws degree from Cornell University. In 2004 Kevin 

was appointed an officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit. He has written a number of 

manuals on operational law, the law of armed conflict and war crimes. 


