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Sir Nigel Rodley is Emeritus Professor of Law and Chair of the Human Rights Centre at 

the University of Essex, where he began teaching in 1990. He has been a member of the 

UN Human Rights Committee since 2001 (Chairperson 2013-2014) and served as UN 

Special Rapporteur on Torture (1993-2001). He is President of the International 

Commission of Jurists. He is a member of the UK Foreign Secretary’s Advisory Group 

on Human Rights (from its establishment in November 2010).  

He was the founding head of Amnesty International's Legal Office and taught part time at 

the London School of Economics (1973-1990). Before that, he taught in Canada and the 

United States and served at UN Headquarters in New York as an Assistant and then 

Associate Economic Affairs Officer (1966, 1968-69). He has written widely on the UN 

and human rights. 

He was knighted in 1998 for ‘services to human rights and international law’. 
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