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Ivan Shearer is Emeritus Professor of Law at the University of Sydney, having 

retired from the Challis Chair of International Law of that University in 2003. He is 

currently an Adjunct Professor in the School of Law, University of South Australia. He 

previously taught at the University of New Soutll Wales (1975-1993) and the University 

of Adelaide (1965-1972). He has held visiting positions at the Australian National 

University, the University of Melboume, Indiana University, Bloomington, the United 

States Naval War College, Newport, and All Souls College, Oxford. His many 

publications include Starke's International Law (11th ed. 1994), Extradition in 

International Law, Manchester University Press (1977), and The International Law of the 

Sea (2 vols, 1982, 1984). 

Professor Shearer is a member of the Bars of New South Wales, Victoria and 

South Australia, and has appeared in cases before the higher Australian courts including 

the High Court of Australia. He served as a Senior Member of the Australian 

Administrative Appeals Tribunal from 2004 to 2008. He is a member of the Panel of 

Arbitrators of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, The Hague. He has served in two 

recent international arbitrations and in two cases before the International Tribunal for the 

Law of the Sea, Hamburg. Professor Shearer served as an elected member of the United 

Nations Human Rights Committee from 2001-2008, including serving as a Vice-Chair of 

the Committee for a period. In 1995 he was appointed a Member of the Order of 

Australia (AM). 


