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Guglielmo Verdirame is Professor of International Law at King’s College London, where 

he is a member of both the Department of War Studies and the Dickson Poon School of 

Law.  

Educated at the University of Bologna, the School of Oriental and African Studies and 

the London School of Economics, Professor Verdirame has held many academic 

positions including: Visiting Professor, Columbia Law School (2015); Lecturer in Law 

and Fellow of the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law, University of Cambridge 

(2003-2011); Fellow, Corpus Christi College, Cambridge (2003-2007); Visiting Fellow, 

Human Rights Program, Harvard Law School (2006); Director of Studies for Public 

International Law, Hague Academy of International Law (2006); Research Fellow at 

Merton College, Oxford (2000-2003); Research Officer at the Refugee Studies Centre at 

the University of Oxford (1997-98).  

His publications include: The UN and Human Rights: Who Guards the Guardians? 

(Cambridge University Press, 2011), Winner of the Biennial ACUNS Book Award; (with 

Barbara Harrell-Bond) Rights in Exile (Berghahn Books, 2005); as well as numerous 

articles and chapters in books.  

His forthcoming works include: (as editor with James Gow and Rachel Kerr), New Laws 

for New Wars? (Routledge, 2017); The Boundaries of the State: Liberalism, Sovereignty 

and the Transformation of the World Order (Oxford University Press, 2018). 

As a barrister, he regularly acts as counsel before the English courts, and international 

courts and tribunals. His cases include: Obligations concerning Negotiations relating to 

Cessation of the Nuclear Arms Race and to Nuclear Disarmament (Marshall Islands v 

United Kingdom) (International Court of Justice); The “Enrica Lexie” Incident (Italy v. 

India) (International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea and Arbitral Tribunal under Annex 
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VII of UNCLOS); Case of J. v Peru (Inter-American Court of Human Rights); Exxon 

Mobil v Russian Federation (Tribunal under UNCITRAL/Stockholm Chamber); Türkiye 

Petrolleri Anonim Ortakligi v Republic of Kazakhstan ICSID); Foresti and De Carli v 

Republic of South Africa (ICSID); Kumar Lama v R (Court of Appeal); R (Al Rawi and 

others) v Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs and Secretary of 

State for the Home Department (Court of Appeal). 

 


