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MR. CHUSEI YAMADA 
Former member, International Law Commission 

   
Born on April 12, 1931 in Osaka, Japan 
ACADEMIC BACKGROUND 

- Graduated from the University of Tokyo, School of Law (BLL: 1954) 
- Graduated from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Medford, Mass., 

USA (MA: 1956) 
- Professor of International Law, WASEDA University, School of Law and 

Graduate School (1996-2002) 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERENCES 
(1) Present Positions 
- Special Assistant to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan (since 1996) 
- Arbitrator of the Arbitral Tribunal established in accordance with the UN 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (since September 28, 2000) 
- Conciliator of the Conciliation established in accordance with the UN Convention 

on the Law of the Sea (since May 1, 2006) 
(2) Diplomatic Posts 
     Joined the Japanese Foreign Service in 1954: 
- Consul-General of Japan, Hong Kong and Macau (1981-83) 
- Director-General of the United Nations Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo 

(1983-85) 
- Ambassador of Japan to the Conference on Disarmament, Geneva, Switzerland 

(1986-89) 
- Ambassador of Japan to the Arab Republic of Egypt, Cairo, Egypt (1989-92) 
- Ambassador of Japan to India, New Delhi, India (1993-95) 
- Ambassador of Japan to the Kingdom of Bhutan, New Delhi, India (1993-95)  
(3) Other Previous Posts 
- Member of the UN International Law Commission (1992-2009, Chairman in 2000 

and the Special Rapporteur on the topic of Shared Natural Resources (2002-2009)) 
- Judge, Arbitral Tribunal established in accordance with Annex VII of the UN 

Convention on Law of the Sea: Southern Bluefin Tuna Case—Australia and New 
Zealand v. Japan, Washington DC (2000) 

- Member of the Japanese National Committee of the UNESCO (1997-2003) 
- Council Member of the United Nations University in Tokyo (1998-2004) 
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FAMILY 
       Mrs. Michiko YAMADA, a daughter and a son and two grandsons 


