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Karl Zemanek is emeritus professor of law and member of the Institut de droit international. 

Between 1958 and 1998 he was professor of international law and international organizations 

in the law school of the University of Vienna, Austria. From 1967 to 2003 he also served as 

legal consultant (jurisconsulte) of the Austrian Ministry for Foreign Affairs. He was a 

member of the Austrian delegation to many sessions of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations, to four General Conferences of UNESCO and to most codification conferences. 

From 1962 to 1976 he was Austrian representative on the Legal Sub-Committee of the UN 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. He was president of the UN Conference on 

the Succession of States in Respect of Treaties (1968/69) and of the UN Conference on the 

Law of Treaties between States and international Organizations or between International 

Organizations (1978). In 1997 he gave the general course in the Hague Academy of 

International Law on “The Legal Foundations of the International System”.  


